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The Dangote Petroleum Refinery 

has intensified efforts through the 

use of Compressed Natural Gas 

(CNG)-powered trucks to distribute 

Premium Motor Spirit, 

PMS, also known as 

petrol at N850 per litre to 

different parts of the 

nation.

Checks by Vanguard 

yesterday indicated that 

the deployment of the 

C N G  t r u c k s  h a s 

enabled the 650,000 

barrels per day refinery 

to sustain supplies as 

N N P C  L i m i t e d 

increased i ts depot 

price to N900 per litre 

A t r a g i c  c o l l i s i o n 

between a moving train 

a n d  a  d i s p a t c h 

motorcycle at the PWD 

R a i l w a y  L e v e l 

Crossing in Ikeja has 

claimed the life of a 

d i s p a t c h  r i d e r , 

prompting renewed 

warnings f rom the 

Lagos State Traffic 

Management Authority 

(LASTMA) on the 

dangers of reckless 

driving.

Acco rd ing  to  an 

official  statement 

r e l e a s e d  b y 

Tr o o p s  d e p l o y e d 

across the country to 

combat terror ism, 

b a n d i t r y ,  a n d 

economic sabotage 

have destroyed seven 

illegal refinery sites and 

foiled oil theft valued at 

o v e r  ₦ 9 8  m i l l i o n , 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

D e f e n c e  H e a d -

quarters.

M a j o r  G e n e r a l 

M a r k u s  K a n g y e , 

Director of Defence 

Media Operations, 

d isc losed th is  on 
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The Federal Government 

has said that ongoing 

O r e - O n d o - A k u r e 

h i g h w a y  e x p a n s i o n 

project adhere strictly to 

approved international 
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specifications.

Minister of Works, 

Dave Umahi, said this 

to counter allegations 

of substandard work 

on the construction of 

t h e  r o a d ,  b y  a 

content creator, in a 

v i r a l  v i d e o  w h o 

raised an alarm over 

t h e  u s e  o f  w i r e 

mesh, instead of 

heavier iron rods, in certain 

sections of the construction.

Umahi, has however, assured 

Niger ians”  of  the road's 

s t r uc tu ra l  i n t eg r i t y  and 

Dangote CNG Trucks 
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Lagos State Transport Management 

Agency, LASTMA says it has deployed 

technology especially drones to reduce 

human contact in managing traffic in the 

state.

LASTMA's Director Logistics and 

Transport, Mr Jubrin Oshodi, said this at 

the Nigerian Institute of Transport 

Technology, NITT Awards and Dinner in 

Abuja.

“ W e  h a v e  d e p l o y e d  t h e  t r a ffi c 

management solution device to conduct 

enforcement instead of physical contacts 

between our operatives and violators.

“We have deployed drones to monitor 

and manage traffic to get real-time 

information as it relates to any activity, 

especially road traffic incidents on the 

road,” he said.

On winning the award of Best State 

Traffic Management Agency, Oshodi 

said it had been a challenging process.

“It is a challenge for us to be able to 

develop on our potential, improve on our 

efforts and bring to bear more meaningful 

and impactful results in what we do on a 

daily basis to ensure free flow of traffic.

“It is also challenging trying to ensure 

safe mobility, deploying advanced 

developmental paradigms within society 

and drive economic prosperity for the 

benefit of the state and Nigeria as a 

whole,” he said.

He also stated that the agency was 

deploying technology in data collection 

to help the agency record road traffic 

incidents.

Culled

LASTMA Deploys Drone To
Monitor, Manage Traffic

A tragic collision between a moving train 

and a dispatch motorcycle at the PWD 

Railway Level Crossing in Ikeja has 

claimed the life of a dispatch rider, 

prompting renewed warnings from the 

Lagos State Traffic Management 

Authority (LASTMA) on the dangers of 

reckless driving.

According to an official statement 

released by LASTMA, the accident 

occurred earlier today when the rider of a 

dispatch bike identified by registration 

number AGL 179 QR attempted to speed 

across the railway track in a bid to access 

the Government Reserved Area (GRA) 

of Ikeja.

Eyewitness accounts and preliminary 

investigations by on-site security 

personnel suggest that the rider, 

travelling at high speed, tried to outpace 

an approaching train but was fatally 

struck in the process.

The victim reportedly died instantly, while 

the train continued its journey down the 

line.

LASTMA officials were first to respond, 

immediately securing the scene to 

prevent further incidents and maintain 

traffic flow in the area.

They were supported by officers from the 

Shogunle Police Division, while the 

Lagos State Environmental Health 

Monitoring Unit (SEHMU) later arrived to 

evacuate the body of the deceased.

In a statement, LASTMA General 

Manager, Mr. Olalekan Bakare-Oki, 

expressed condolences to the victim's 

family and called the incident a sobering 

reminder of the consequences of 

impatience on the road.

“This is a distressing reminder of the dire 

consequences of impatience and 

disregard for traffic safety rules, 

particularly at railway level crossings,” 

said Bakare-Oki.

He appealed directly to dispatch riders 

and other road users to exercise caution, 

patience, and discipline especially 

around railway crossings.

The General Manager emphasised the 

need for strict adherence to traffic lights, 

Culled

LASTMA Warns Dispatch Riders
Aer Ikeja R’way Crossing Accident
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The Federal Government has said that 

ongoing Ore-Ondo-Akure highway 

expansion project adhere strictly to 

approved international specifications.

Minister of Works, Dave Umahi, said 

t h i s  t o  coun te r  a l l ega t i ons  o f 

substandard work on the construction 

of the road, by a content creator, in a 

viral video who raised an alarm over the 

use of wire mesh, instead of heavier 

iron rods, in certain sections of the 

construction.

Umah i ,  has  however,  assu red 

Nigerians” of the road's structural 

integrity and adherence to approved 

international specifications.

While expressing satisfaction with the 

level of work executed by the contractor 

handling the project, the Minister 

emphasised that upon completion, the 

road is engineered to last for more than 

50 years.

According to him this “align with the 

federal government's commitment to 

delivering durable, safe, and cost-

effective road infrastructure in the 

country.

While assuring that there is no cause 

for concern, Umahi said that the 

construction of the 86.43-kilometre 

highway is in accordance with 

approved engineering designs and 

specificat ions,  adding that  the 

structural integrity of the pavement 

was not compromised.

 Umahi, was represented by the 

Work On Ore-Ondo-Akure Highway Meets
International Speci�cations

Local Transport News

Controller of Works in Ondo State, 

Olajide Hussein, monitored the Ajue 

corridor of the project in the Odigbo 

council area of the state.

He said, “We also saw the viral video, 

and the complainant specifically 

mentioned the use of wire mesh on the 

outer shoulders and suggested that the 

contractor  use the same heavy 

reinforcement here on the carriage 

where we are standing with the outer 

shoulders. There is a functional 

d i ff e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  m a i n 

carriageway and the outer shoulder.

“So, there are also structural differences 

in  the i r  construct ion.  The main 

carriageway is the central part of the 

road pavement, and it is used for 

continuous traffic, with very heavy traffic 

loads running constantly.
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Residents of Ajao Estate in the 

Oshodi/Isolo Local Government Area of 

L a g o s  S t a t e  h a v e  s o u g h t  t h e 

intervention of the local and state 

governments over the worsening 

condition of some road networks in the 

community.

The residents who spoke to PUNCH 

Metro during a visit to the community on 

Monday also accused the government 

at the local and state levels of 

neglecting their relentless clamour for 

immediate intervention over the years.

According to them, the dilapidated 

roads had crippled social and economic 

activities in the community situated less 

than five minutes from the Murtala 

Muhammed International Airport, Ikeja.

The affected streets include Fatai 

Irawo, Olutosin Ajayi, Awoniyi, Joe 

Best, and Joy Avenue, all of which are 

connected to Lateef Salami Street.

Others include but are not limited to 

Cohbam Street, Tiamiyu Street, Stella 

Solanke, Ajibade Street, Seth Adedeji, 

Culled

Lagos Estate Seeks Govt’s Intervention
Over Deplorable Roads

The Katsina State Government, on 

Thursday, unveiled a fleet of hybrid 

buses as part of Governor Dikko Radda's 

efforts to modernise public transportation 

a n d  p r o m o t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

sustainability across the state.

A hybrid-electric bus is powered by an 

electric motor and a smaller-than-normal 

conventional internal combustion 

engine.

The development comes one year after 

the governor led a delegation to China to 

sea l  pa r t ne rsh ips  w i t h  l ead ing 

agricultural equipment manufacturers.

Speaking at the unveiling ceremony held 

at the facility of a Chinese firm, Woerka 

Nigeria Limited, in Abuja, the President 

of Ben 10 Equipment Company and a 

key partner in the project, Oshi Benard, 

commended the governor for his 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s u s t a i n a b l e 

development.

He described Radda as “hard-working, 

industrious, focused and dedicated,” 

adding that the project reflects his 

Culled
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Troops deployed across the country to 

combat terrorism, banditry, and 

economic sabotage have destroyed 

seven illegal refinery sites and foiled oil 

theft valued at over ₦98 million, 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D e f e n c e 

Headquarters.

Major General  Markus Kangye, 

Director of Defence Media Operations, 

disclosed this on Thursday while 

briefing journalists on recent military 

operations. He said troops also rescued 

30 kidnapped victims, arrested 44 

suspects involved in terrorism and oil 

theft, and neutralized several armed 

elements within the past week.

Detailing the operations, Kangye said 

troops of Operat ion Delta Safe 

recovered 92,500 litres of stolen crude 

oil, 1,575 litres of Automotive Gas Oil 

(AGO), 660 litres of Dual-Purpose 

Kerosene (DPK), and 5,000 litres of 

Premium Motor Spirit (PMS), among 

other items.

He explained that the combined worth 

of  the recovered products was 

estimated at ₦98,705,495.

Troops Dismantle 7 Illegal Re�nery Sites,
Foil Oil e Worth Over N98m

e estate road  
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Troops also destroyed 11 crude oil 

cooking ovens, seven dugout pits, nine 

boats, and 14 storage tanks used in 

illegal refining. Thirteen suspects were 

arrested, while various arms and 

ammunition were recovered.

Between October 9 and 12, 2025, the 

troops conducted operations in Ethiope 

East, Ughelli South, Ndokwa, Okpe, and 

Warri LGAs of Delta State, as well as 

Ahoada East and Toru LGAs of Rivers 

State, resulting in the arrest of nine 

additional suspects.

In the South East, troops of Operation 

U d o k a  a r r e s t e d  a  s u s p e c t e d 

c o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  p r o s c r i b e d 

IPOB/ESN group identified as “Gentle,” 

along with eight other suspects in 

Owerri West and Mbaitoli LGAs of Imo 

State and in parts of Ebonyi State.

Recovered items included weapons, 

ammunition, and a vehicle.

and Akinsanya Street.

An 88-year-old resident, Chief Olu 

Isijola, described the poor state of the 

roads in the community as “absolutely 

disgraceful.”

He lamented that the roads were 

neglected by the government despite 

the closeness of the estate to the 

nation's prime airport.

He said, “It is absolutely disgraceful. It is 

a disgrace that a place so close to the 

international airport is completely 

neglected. 

Local Transport News

Army officials 
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Kangye also confirmed that a female 

logistics supplier to the group was 

arrested in Umunneochi LGA of Abia 

State. Three children found in her 

custody were identified as relatives of a 

wanted group leader, Maduabuchi 

Nwankwo, also known as “Emergency.”

Detailing the operations, Kangye said 

troops of Operat ion Delta Safe 

recovered 92,500 litres of stolen crude 

oil, 1,575 litres of Automotive Gas Oil 

(AGO), 660 litres of Dual-Purpose 

Kerosene (DPK), and 5,000 litres of 

Premium Motor Spirit (PMS), among 

other items.

He explained that the combined worth 

of  the recovered products was 

estimated at ₦98,705,495.

Troops also destroyed 11 crude oil 

cooking ovens, seven dugout pits, nine 

boats, and 14 storage tanks used in 

illegal refining. Thirteen suspects were 

arrested, while various arms and 

ammunition were recovered.

Between October 9 and 12, 2025, the 

troops conducted operations in Ethiope 

East, Ughelli South, Ndokwa, Okpe, 

passion for improving the lives of 

ordinary citizens and empowering youth 

in Katsina State.

“The initiative is expected to transform 

intra-city movement in Katsina, Daura, 

and Funtua, with plans for future 

expansion across the state.

“We want to especially thank Governor 

Diko for giving us this great opportunity to 

promote a world-class project,” he said.

Benard also explained that the new 

hybrid buses, which run on both fuel and 

electricity, are designed to reduce 

carbon emissions, cut fuel costs, and 

improve mobility for residents.

In his speech, Project Manager of Zhong 

Tong Bus, Wei Yanbin, explained that the 

state government will initially procure 30 

city buses for the first phase of the 

project.

According to him, the company will also 

construct three bus terminals and 60 bus 

stops along designated routes.

“This project will commence this October 

and will be delivered within six months,” 

Yanbin said.

October 17th, 2025.
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Governor Abdulrahman Abdulrazaq of 

Kwara state on Thursday flagged off 

construction of 15.150kilometre Ojoku-

I l emona  road  i n  t he  Oyun  l oca l 

government area of the state, saying the 

project builds on his efforts to open up 

communities for economic growth and 

pleasurable travel experience in the state. 

Speaking at  the event ,  Governor 

Abdulrazaq said that his administration 

has delivered more than 100kms of road in 

Kwara South district alone — aside from 

other projects in health, education, water, 

and social protection sectors. 

He also said that his administration is 

either constructing or about to award road 

projects spanning some 109kms in the 

region, including RAAMP projects. 

The governor requested residents to 

continue to support the administration and 

take ownership of public infrastructure so 

they could last longer.

The flag-off coincided with the inspection 

of the Eiyenkorin-Afon-Ojoku-Offa by the 

governor, Minister of Works, David Umahi, 

and a delegation of the BUA Conglomerate 

led by its Group Executive Director, Alhaji 

Kabir Rabiu — the contractor of the 

42.6km road that links Kwara Central to 

South and Osun state within 30 minutes. 

The governor and the Works minister 

commended the quality of the road, with 

the latter saying the road should last 

between 50 and 100 years. 

Governor Abdulrazaq reminded the 

Minister of the dualisation of the Ilorin-

Lokoja Road, saying the project is dear to 

the people of the state. 

Culled
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The Delta State Governor, Sheriff 

Oborevwori, on Thursday, performed the 

groundbreaking for the construction of 

the N21.3 billion Ugbolu–Okpanam 

R o a d  i n  O s h i m i l i  N o r t h  L o c a l 

Government Area of the state.

Oborevwori described the 12 -12-

kilometre road project as another 

milestone in his administrat ion's 

aggressive infrastructure renewal drive 

under the MORE Agenda.

He said, “Today's groundbreaking marks 

another  s ign ificant  mi lestone in 

furtherance of this administration's 

MORE Agenda. Our infrastructure plan, 

as clearly outlined in the Agenda, is 

anchored on the prudent allocation of 

resources toward the delivery of reliable, 

h i gh -qua l i t y,  and  du rab le  road 

infrastructure across Delta State.

“The Ugbolu–Okpanam Road aligns with 

Goals 9 and 11 of the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), which promote resi l ient 

infrastructure, inclusive industrialization, 

and sustainable cities.

“Road networks are key enablers of 

development, enhancing trade, access 

to markets, and investment opportunities 

while creating employment and reducing 

poverty.

“This project will link Ugbolu and 

Okpanam communi t ies ,  expand 

connect iv i ty  between Ibusa and 

Akwukwu-Igbo through the newly 

commissioned Ibusa–Okpanam Road, 

and ease traffic congestion in Asaba”

The governor stated that the road would 

also stimulate agricultural productivity, 

reduce crime along the corridor, and 

enhance socio-economic activities in 

Oshimili North.

He disclosed that the contract, valued at 

N21,311,311,898.20, has already 

received a 40 percent advance payment 

of N8,524,524,759.28, noting that the 

Delta
Gov
Unveils
N21.3bn
Road
Project
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Mr Festus Keyamo, the Minister of Aviation 

and Aerospace Development, has called for 

more collaboration between the judiciary and 

regulators to boost safety in the aviation 

sector.

Keyamo made the call on Thursday at the 

Nigeria Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA) 

Conference in Abuja.

The theme of the event is titled “The Role of 

Judges in Sustaining Nigeria`s Adherence to 

Applicable International Conventions in 

Relation to Carriage by Air.''

The minister said such a partnership would 

ensure consistency in the aviation sector in 

terms of safety and security.

“As we continue to implement reforms 

in the aviation sector, our efforts are 

strengthened when the judiciary and 

the regulators collaborate effectively 

to uphold shared goals.

“Aviation disputes are often technical 

and demand not only knowledge of the 

law but also an appreciation of 

international standards, insurance 

mechan isms,  and  opera t iona l 

realities.

“That is why the NCAA's initiative to 

c o n v e n e  t h i s  r o u n d t a b l e  i s 

commendab le .  I t  b r i dges  t he 

communication gap between the 

regulators and those who are tasked 

with interpreting those regulations.''

According to him, the ministry's goal is 

to establish a system that commands 

trust from passengers, investors, and 

international partners, built on safety, 

accountability, and justice.

Keyamo described the gathering as a 

meeting of minds at the crossroads of 

law, policy, and international civil 

aviation; an intersection that defined 

how to protect lives, resolve disputes, 

and maintain confidence in a nation's 

skies.

“Aviat ion,  by i ts  nature,  is  an 

international enterprise. Aircraft cross 

borders daily; obligations and liabilities 

often follow them as provided for in 

several civil aviation treaties to which 

Nigeria is a signatory.

“This means that our judges, more 

than most professionals, bear the task 

o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t r e a t i e s  a n d 

conventions in ways that reflect both 

our  na t iona l  in te res t  and  our 

international obligations.

“My lords, you are therefore partners in 

shaping Nigeria's reputation in the 

global civil aviation community,'' he 

said.

Keyamo sa id  when  the  cou r t 

interpreted a provision of international 

conventions, it resolved a dispute and 

sent a signal to the world about how 

Nigeria honoured its commitments 

under international law.

Earlier, the NCAA Director-General, 

Capt. Chris Najomo said that Nigeria's 

con t i nuous  adhe rence  to  t he 

international conventions was a 

statement of national integrity and 

institutional strength.

According to him, when the law is 

interpreted with clarity and purpose, it 

becomes the foundation upon which 

safety, fairness, and trust are built in 

aviation.

“Nigeria's obligations under key 

instruments such as the Convention 

on International Civil Aviation of 1944 

and the Montreal Convention of 1999 

reflect our nation's dedication to 

international best practices.

“Yet, conventions achieve their true 

force only when upheld in our courts, 

and this is where the critical role of the 

judiciary comes in.

“Through their judgments, our judges 

interpret not just the letter of the law, 

but its spirit and intent, thereby 

balancing the interests of passengers, 

operators, regulators and the State,'' 

he said.

According to him, the NCAA remains 

committed to continuous alignment 

with international standards, robust 

o v e r s i g h t ,  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t 

governance.

Keyamo Seeks Aviation Safety,
Security Via Collaboration

Find Full Story In e Link

Local Transport News

Governor AbdulRazaq and Senator Umahi

Keyamo   

Kwara Gov Flags Off 15.1km Ojoku-
Ilemona Road
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The Dangote Petroleum Refinery has 

intensified efforts through the use of 

Compressed Natural  Gas (CNG)-

powered trucks to distribute Premium 

Motor Spirit, PMS, also known as petrol at 

N850 per litre to different parts of the 

nation.

Checks by Vanguard yesterday indicated 

that the deployment of the CNG trucks has 

enabled the 650,000 barrels per day 

refinery to sustain supplies as NNPC 

Limited increased its depot price to N900 

per litre from  N850 per litre.

C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  o ffi c e r  o f 

Petroleumprice.ng, Olatide Jeremiah, 

said: “Generally, the depot prices have 

increased. Market data showed that petrol 

sold between ¦ 870 and ¦ 900 per litre at key 

depots in Lagos and Calabar, reflecting a 

steady climb over the past week.

“In Lagos, where most private depots rely 

on imported supply, prices remained 

elevated even after recent reviews. Aiteo 

and Pinnacle both sold petrol at ¦ 890 and ¦ 

Culled
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A coalition of civil society organisations under 

the umbrella of the Niger Delta Advancement 

Forum (NDAF) has commended President 

Bola Ahmed Tinubu and the Chief Executive of 

the Nigerian Upstream Petroleum Regulatory 

Commission (NUPRC), Gbenga Komolafe, for 

what it described as the “most transparent and 

impactful community development initiative” in 

the history of Nigeria's oil industry.

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the 

group's President, Comrade Ebiowei Timipre, 

said the completion of 536 community projects 

across oil-producing states through the Host 

Community Development Trust (HCDT) 

signalled “a turning point in the Niger Delta's 

Niger Delta Forum Praises Tinubu, 
NUPRC For Oil Com’nity Reforms

Find Full Story In e Link
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8 7 0  p e r  l i t r e , 

r e s p e c t i v e l y,  w h i l e 

Integrated Oil and Gas 

priced PMS at ¦ 870 per 

litre.

“At  Ca labar,  Mat r ix 

Energy and Northwest 

Petroleum traded at ¦ 

890 and ¦ 880 per litre, 

while Sobaz Depot hit ¦ 

900 per litre —the highest 

recorded so far  th is 

month.”

“The hike in depot prices 

would likely crash once 

the Dangote Petroleum 

Refinery completes its 

rehabilitation because the 

plant has the capacity to 

impact  the domest ic 

market.”

However, the retail prices 

of petrol have increased 

by 6.8 percent to N955 

per litre, from N890 per 

litre sold last week.

The NNPCL, and stations 

owned by Independent Marketers in Lagos and 

Abuja showed that the petrol was dispersed 

between N900 and N955 per litre.

Also, petrol marketers across Abuja, the 

nation's capital, on Tuesday increased their 

pump price by over N50 per litre following a 

similar increase by NNPC Limited. 

Checks around the city showed that Adova Plc 

raised their price from N899 it sold last week to 

N945 per litre. AYM Sharfa also hiked its pump 

price from N910 per litre to N955 per litre.

Retail outlets managed by independent 

marketers also raised their prices by as much 

as N70 per litre, RYBN Station along Nyanya-

Karshi Road dispensing at N997 per litre from 

N920 it sold last week.

Speaking to Vanguard at AYM Station in Karu, a 

motorist, John Ogaba complained that the 

price was getting out of control after hopes that 

the direct supply by Dangote Refinery would 

further reduce the price.

“The stations were selling below N900 per litre 

when Dangote announced that it will supply 

stations directly using CNG powered trucks to 

reduce the cost of logistics. 

long quest for justice, inclusion, and 

equitable development.”

Timipre praised President Tinubu's 

administration for demonstrating 

“unprecedented political will” by 

empowering the NUPRC to fully 

implement the Petroleum Industry 

Act (PIA), which had previously 

suffered years of delay.

“ F o r  d e c a d e s ,  o i l - b e a r i n g 

communities endured unfulfilled 

promises and abandoned projects,” 

he said. “But under President Tinubu, 

we are witnessing a transformation. 

Through the visionary leadership of 

Engr. Komolafe, the NUPRC has 

ensured that the Niger Delta's oil 

wealth is now being channelled into 

schools, hospitals, roads, and 

livelihoods for our people.”

According to the NDAF, records from 

the Commission show that as of 

October 13, 2025, contributions by oil 

companies to the Host Community 

Development Trust  Fund had 

reached ₦373 billion. The group 

described the milestone as “a historic 

leap in fiscal accountability” and a 

testament to the success of Tinubu's 

reform-driven governance.

T h e  f o r u m  a l s o  l a u d e d  t h e 

Commission's HostComply digital 

dashboard — a transparency tool 

t ha t  t racks  a l l  depos i t s  and 

disbursements to host community 

funds — which it said had brought an 

end to the opaci ty that  once 

c h a r a c t e r i s e d  o i l - s e c t o r 

interventions.

Particular reference was made to 

projects executed in Rivers State, 

w h e r e  t h e  N U P R C  r e c e n t l y 

facilitated the completion of ten 

projects and launched another ten 

under the Obagi HCDT operated by 

TotalEnergies. The developments 

include hospitals, schools, and rural 

roads benefiting local communities.

Timipre described the achievements 

a s  “ c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e 

President's Renewed Hope Agenda 

is delivering tangible results,” adding 

that “the partnership between the 

Presidency and the NUPRC has 

given new meaning to resource 

justice in the Niger Delta.”

He urged oil companies to continue 

to comply with the PIA requirement 

manda t i ng  a  t h ree  pe r  cen t 

contribution from their operating 

expenditure to host community 

development, assuring them that the 

current administration had restored 

credibility and transparency to the 

system.

“For once, the Niger Delta is 

witnessing the true dividends of oil,” 

T i m i p r e  s t a t e d .  “ W h a t  p a s t 

governments failed to achieve in 

decades is now being delivered 

under President Tinubu. We remain 

deeply grateful and confident that this 

transformation will endure.”

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  o n 

Wednesday, the group's President, 

Comrade Ebiowei Timipre, said the 

complet ion of 536 community 

projects across oil-producing states 

through the Host  Communi ty 

Development Trust (HCDT) signalled 

“a turning point in the Niger Delta's 

Dangote Trucks 

President Tinubu 

Dangote Re�nery Deploys CNG Trucks 
To Distribute Petrol At N850 Per Litre
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Foreign Transport News

The European Union's top 

court ruled Thursday that a 

d o g  t r a v e l l i n g  i n  a n 

aeroplane's cargo hold 

c o u n t s  a s  b a g g a g e , 

meaning airlines are not 

required to pay higher 

compensation if the animal 

is lost.

The ruling stems from a 

dispute between Spanish 

a i r l i n e  I b e r i a  a n d  a 

passenger whose dog went 

missing on a flight from 

Buenos Aires to Barcelona 

in October 2019.

The dog, which had to travel 

in the aircraft's hold due to 

its size and weight, escaped 

while being taken to the 

plane and was never found.

The passenger sought 

€ 5 , 0 0 0  ( $ 5 , 4 0 0 )  i n 

damages. Iberia accepted 

responsibility but argued 

that compensation should 

be limited to the lower 

amount set for checked 

b a g g a g e  u n d e r  t h e 

Mon t rea l  Conven t ion , 

which covers airl ine 

liability.

The  Span i sh  cou r t 

hand l i ng  the  c la im 

referred the question to 

the European Union 

Court of Justice, which 

EU Court Rules Dogs Are Same As
Baggage For Airline Liability

sided with the airline.

“ E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e 

ordinary meaning of the 

word 'baggage' refers to 

objects, this alone does 

n o t  l e a d  t o  t h e 

conclusion that pets fall 

outside that concept,” 

the Luxembourg-based 

court ruled.

A n  a n i m a l  c a n  b e 

considered “baggage” 

for liability purposes 

“upon the condition that 

full regard is paid to 

a n i m a l  w e l f a r e 

requirements while they 

are transported,” the 

court added.

The passenger had not 

m a d e  a  “ s p e c i a l 

declaration of interest” at 

check-in, an option allowing 

higher compensation for an 

additional fee with carrier 

approval.

The judgment is advisory and 

leaves the final ruling to the 

Spanish court handling the 

compensation claim.

The dog, which had to travel in 

the aircraft's hold due to its 

size and weight, escaped 

while being taken to the plane 

and was never found.

The passenger sought €5,000 

($5,400) in damages. Iberia 

accepted responsibility but 

argued that compensation 

should be limited to the lower 

amount set for checked 

baggage under the Montreal 

Convention, which covers 

airline liability.

The Spanish court handling 

t h e  c l a i m  r e f e r r e d  t h e 

question to the European 

Union Court of Justice, which 

sided with the airline.
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Despite ongoing reforms and 

efforts to construct new ports 

and rehabilitate existing ones, 

world powers, including the 

United States and Russia, are 

actively seeking to secure 

access to the Port of Lomé in 

Togo which has emerged as a 

key maritime hub in West Africa.

The increase in volume of trade 

between Asia and West Africa 

has seen Lomé port transform 

into a key regional container 

port.

M a j o r  o c e a n  c a r r i e r s , 

s p e c i fi c a l l y  M S C ,  h a v e 

responded by redeploying 

ultra-large container vessels 

(ULCVs) to the route.

This has come as a major boost for liner 

connectivity of West African ports including 

Lomé.

In view of these trade advantages, the U.S has 

pledged to expand its African market access 

through Lomé port.

Last week, the U.S Embassy in Lomé, led by the 

Chargé d'Affaires, Richard C. Michaels, 

conducted a tour of the port facility.

The delegation also held a meeting with the 

management of Lomé Container Terminal, LCT, 

to explore commercial opportunities for U.S 

businesses.

“With advanced deep-water capabilities, 

cutting-edge equipment, and an annual 

throughput exceeding 30 million tons, Lomé 

offers U.S businesses unmatched access to 

African markets.

''Ongoing infrastructure expansion, including a 

dry-port and industrial zone, further enhances 

the port's role as a growing gateway,” 

commented U.S Embassy in Togo.

The port tour followed shortly after U.S 

President, Donald Trump, met five African 

leaders in Washington.

The African leaders were largely from countries in 

West Africa, including Gabon, Guinea-Bissau, 

Liberia, Mauritania and Senegal.

The meeting with Trump concentrated on trade 

opportunities for both sides, at a time the U.S 

government is cutting aid in Africa and other regions.

Meanwhile, Russia has ratified its military 

cooperation agreement with Togo, which was initially 

signed early this year.

As per the agreement, Russia and Togo will jointly 

hold military exercises, training exchanges and 

weapons and military equipment support.

Notably, the agreement also covers support in 

hydrography, navigation and combating piracy.

According to some observers, the agreement will 

give Russia unfettered access to Togo's strategic 

seaport of Lomé. Visit by Russian military ships to 

ports in Togo is covered by the cooperation.

“Togo is considered the most organised and 

equipped in Tropical Africa. For example, the busiest 

seaport in West Africa is located on its territory,” said 

Vladimir Gruzdev, a member of the Russian 

Government Commission on Legislative Activity, 

which drafted the ratification law of the defence.

US, Russia Ditch Nigerian Ports,
Seeks Access To Togo Ports
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FCMB Group Plc, one of Nigeria's 

leading financial institutions, on 

Monday,  Oc tobe r  13 ,  2025 , 

presented the Facts Behind the 

Offer at the Nigerian Exchange 

(NGX) in Lagos.

The session, attended by capital 

market operators, fund managers, 

analysts, and other stakeholders, 

provided insights into the Group's 

fundamentals, growth strategy, and 

rationale for its ongoing public share 

offer.

The event followed the Analyst and 

Investor Session held on Thursday, 

October 9, 2025, where the Group's 

leadership discussed performance 

trends, strategic direction, and 

progress in delivering long-term 

value.

FCMB Group launched a ₦160 

billion public share offer on October 

2, 2025, to enable First City 

Monument Bank Limited, which has 

already secured its national banking 

licence, to meet the Central Bank of 

Nigeria's new ₦500 billion capital 

requirement for international banks.

The offer, comprising 16 billion 

shares at ₦10 each, will close on 

November 6, 2025.

This capital raise follows a ₦147.5 

billion share sale in 2024, the first in 

1 6  y e a r s ,  w h i c h  w a s 

oversubscribed by 33% and 

a t t rac ted  ove r  42 ,800 

investors, 92% of whom 

participated through digital 

channels.

Cross-section of industry 

stakeholders at the session.

Analysts expect this strong 

investor  confidence to 

continue into the second 

phase of FCMB's three-

stage recapitalisation plan.

After the current share offer, 

the Group plans to conclude 

the sale of minority stakes in 

two  subs id ia r ies ,  w i th 

proceeds to be injected into 

the bank.

Cross-section of industry 

stakeholders at the session.

This will position the Group's 

qualifying core capital well 

a b o v e  ₦ 5 0 0  b i l l i o n , 

effectively completing its 

recapitalisation programme 

and securing its international 

banking licence.

The event followed the 

A n a l y s t  a n d  I n v e s t o r 

Session held on Thursday, 

October 9, 2025, where the 

G r o u p ' s  l e a d e r s h i p 

discussed performance 

trends, strategic direction, 

and progress in delivering 

long-term value.

FCMB Group launched a 

₦160 billion public share 

offer on October 2, 2025, to 

enable First City Monument 

Bank Limited, which has 

already secured its national 

banking licence, to meet the 

Central Bank of Nigeria's 

new ₦500 billion capital 

requirement for international 

banks.

The Centra l  Bank of 

N i g e r i a  ( C B N )  h a s 

clarified that open banking 

has not gone live yet, 

d e s p i t e  e a r l i e r 

expectations of an August 

2025 rollout. 

The regulator, however, 

assured that  work is 

p r o g r e s s i n g  o n  t h e 

governance structure and 

API standardisation required 

for a safe and functional 

system.

“Open banking hasn't gone 

live yet,” said Chai Gang, 

Deputy Director at the CBN's 

Payments Systems Policy 

Department during a panel 

s e s s i o n  a t  M o o n s h o t  b y 

TechCabal

“We've put together a governance 

structure and are building a 

standardised API template. It will 

happen soon.”

The CBN issued operational 

guidelines for open banking in 

March 2023, but technical and 

regulatory groundwork is still 

being finalised before the full 

rollout.

The bank did not provide a new 

launch date.

“There are the guidelines for open 

banking in Niger ia and the 

framework for open banking in 

Nigeria,” Gang explained. “We 

must be careful who has access to 

customers' personal data.”

Open banking allows licensed 

financial institutions and third-

party providers to share customer-

approved data through APIs. 

Once live, it is expected to 

unlock new digital financial 

products and expand access to 

credit across multiple sectors.

“ O n e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t 

foundations for open banking is 

customer  consent , ”  Gang 

added. “We are building an 

automated process to ensure 

customers know what data is 

used, for how long, and can 

revoke permission anytime.”

Gang explained that when 

N i g e r i a ' s  o p e n  b a n k i n g 

ecosystem finally launches, 

there will be clear accountability 

for data breaches. “Liability lies 

with whoever loses the data,” he 

said. “Data at rest or in flight 

must be protected, and whoever 

f a i l s  t o  d o  s o  b e a r s 

responsibility.”

Nigeria’s Open Banking Will Happen Soon -  CBN   

Moonshot 2025   
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Nigeria is not a destination for 

g e n o c i d e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a n 

accommodating paradise for all 

Nigerians in spite of political and 

religious backgrounds.

The Minister of Information and 

N a t i o n a l  O r i e n t a t i o n ,  A l h a j i 

Mohammed Idris, made this known 

during his address at the Quarterly 

Strategy Meeting of Progressive 

Governors Forum with Commissioners 

of Information from APC-governed 

States.

The theme of the meeting is “FGN 

Synergy 2025: One message, one 

future”

According to Idris, the narration of 

genocide in Nigeria is false.

“This narration aims at dividing Nigeria 

and instigating hatred, which will not 

do us any good as a country.

“Such misinformation is worse than 

anything you can think of. Nigerians 

need to stand together to shut down 

such evil narration that will not bring us 

unity and prosperity.

“We must have the capacity to deal 

with such bias and wrong narration, 

not only in the media within the country, 

but also at the international level too.

“Nigerians have come a long way, and 

bounded by shared values. Nothing 

should instigate us to hate each other,” 

Idris said.

He called on the Commissioners of 

Information not to rely on carriers of 

fake news and misinformation but 

rather to strive for endeavours that 

wou ld  enhance  the  un i t y  and 

prosperity of Nigeria.

The theme of the meeting is “FGN 

Synergy 2025: One message, one 

future”

According to Idris, the narration of 

genocide in Nigeria is false.

“This narration aims at dividing Nigeria 

and instigating hatred, which will not 

do us any good as a country.

“Such misinformation is worse than 

anything you can think of. Nigerians 

need to stand together to shut down 

such evil narration that will not bring us 

unity and prosperity.

Nigeria
Not a
Destination
For Genocide,
Says FG
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The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 

has assured foreign investors that the 

government will continue to advance 

reforms and unlock opportunities for 

sustainable investment and growth.

CBN Governor Yemi Cardoso gave 

the assurance on Wednesday in 

Washington whi le  addressing 

investors at the Nigeria Investors 

Forum held on the sidelines of 

IMF/World Bank annual meetings.

He said that the nation's external 

reserves had risen to 43.4 billion 

dollar, the highest level in five years. 

Cardoso assured the investors that 

the government would continue to 

Nigeria Assures Foreign Investors Of
Conducive Business Environment

Nigeria Records Major Security Gains In September - Onilu
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advance re fo rms and un lock 

oppor tun i t ies  fo r  sus ta inab le 

investment and growth.

“The CBN and the Ministry of Finance 

have been working hand in hand to 

ensure alignment, stability and clarity 

for investors.

“Nigeria's focus remains clear, 

strengthening our fundamentals, 

advancing reforms and unlocking 

oppor tun i t ies  fo r  sus ta inab le 

investment and growth.

“We are encouraged by the progress 

made so far and remain confident 

that ongoing reforms are laying a 

stronger foundation for a more 

resilient economy,” he said.

CBN Deputy Governor on Economic 

Policy, Mohammed Abdullahi, said 

that the series of reforms introduced 

by the government had led to 

significant improvement in foreign 

exchange inflows.

Abdullahi said that monthly turnover 

in the forex market had risen by 56.4 

per cent to 8.6 billion dollars in 2025, 

up from 5.5 billion dollars in 2024.

“Over the last two years, we have 

really focused a lot on improving FX 

inflow into the economy, and we have 

seen a significant jump.

” Average net flows between January 

2023 and July have doubled.

“FX supply at the official window has 

significantly improved and has been 

driven by order-based quotation, a lot 

of reforms around remittances and all 

the other issues mentioned, ” he said 

.

These, he said, include the clearance 

o f  back logs  and ou ts tand ing 

obligations

“Capital flows, which, during the 2019 

to 2020 period collapsed by over 75 

per cent have significantly improved 

and have therefore strengthened our 

external position.

“We now have deeper and more 

functional financial markets, much 

more robust and transparent,'” 

Abdullahi said.

The Director-General of the National 

Orientation Agency (NOA), Mallam 

Lanre Issa-Onilu, has announced that 

Nigeria's security agencies recorded 

significant progress in the fight 

against insecurity in September 

2025.

Speaking at the Monthly Joint 

Security Press Briefing for October 

2025 in Abuja, Issa-Onilu said 

security agencies demonstrated 

i m p r o v e d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d 

proactiveness, shifting from reactive 

responses to preventive operations.

The briefing, organized by the NOA in 

collaboration with security and 

regulatory agencies, aims to provide 

a cohesive, data-driven account of 

Nigeria's security efforts.

Issa-Onilu highlighted that the 

Niger ian Army conducted 196 

operations nationwide in September, 

neutralizing terrorists, rescuing 

kidnapped victims, and dismantling 

illegal arms networks.

“This month, intelligence services 

moved  more  dec i s i ve l y  f r om 

response to prevention,” he said. “By 

intercepting arms couriers across 

Niger, Plateau, Kaduna, Ekiti, Ebonyi, 

and Katsina before weapons could 

reach terror cells, the intelligence 

community demonstrated maturity in 

proactive surveillance. Smugglers 

using hidden compartments and 

d isguised consignments were 

apprehended through real-time 

tracking, community intelligence tips, 

and sophisticated profiling.”

He further disclosed that 76 hostages 

were rescued in Katsina, while 30 

terrorists surrendered with their 

families in Borno State, adding that 

the  Armed Forces  effec t i ve ly 

combined precision operations with 

humanitarian safeguarding through 

b e t t e r  l o g i s t i c s  a n d  l o c a l 

collaboration.
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1.African Institute of Driving Instructors and Road Safety professionals (ADRIP) - This will be an 

online Academy for the training of Driving School Instructors and Road Safety professionals.

2.Africa Road Transport Safety Summit and Exhibition (ARTSS EXPO) - The largest gathering of 

Researchers and Industry Leaders in Road Transport Safety featuring exhibitions of technology 

devices and Innovations.

3.Africa Safe School Volunteer Project (ASSVP) - A social responsibility project that members of 

DSSAA will get directly involved in their various countries which includes volunteering to control 

traffic and help Children cross the Road during school hours in schools, funding installation of STOP 

Road signs and marking of zebra crossings at school Intersections,as well as carrying out the training 

of children on Road Safety practices in schools.

4.Africa Road Safety Partnerships and Research board (ARSPARB)- A hub for the advancement of 

partnerships with development agencies, National Governments and corporations as well as a 

Research Faculty for Road Safety Research Projects.

DSSAA INITIATIVES AND CAUSES

Driving Schools and Safety Alliance Africa - DSSAA is Africa's premier Professional Association of 

Driving School Owners, Instructors,Driver Assessors and Road Safety professionals.

It is registered in the Gambia and UK with National offices in all the Capital cities in Africa.

DSSAA aims to bring all the critical stakeholders together to build the capacity of Driving School 

operators and support Road Safety through advocacy, public education, lobbying, fund raising, 

training and certification.

We are the promoters of various Road Transport Safety initiatives and programmes among which are 

the African Institute of Driving Instructors and Road Safety professionals (ADRIP), Africa Road 

Transport Safety Exhibition (ARTSS EXPO), Africa Safe school volunteer project (ASSVP) and the 

Africa Road Safety Partnership and Research board (ARSPARB) domiciled in our Overseas Office in 

Bournemouth United Kingdom.

Membership is open to Road Safety advocates all over the world.

About DSSAA 
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