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Passenger traffic on waterways in 

Lagos has climbed to about two 

mil l ion monthly, as the state 

government ramps up 

efforts to position water 

transport as a major 

c o m p o n e n t  o f  i t s 

mobility and economic 

strategy.

The Special Adviser to 

the Governor on Marine 

and Blue Economy, 

O l u w a d a m i l o l a 

Emmanuel, disclosed 

t h i s  w h i l e  h o s t i n g 

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 

Shipping Correspon-

dents Association of 

The Niger ian Civ i l 

Av ia t i on  Au tho r i t y 

(NCAA) has raised 

concerns over a surge 

i n  p a s s e n g e r 

complaints against 

domest i c  a i r l i nes , 

urging operators to 

i m p r o v e  s e r v i c e 

d e l i v e r y  d e s p i t e 

o n g o i n g  i n d u s t r y 

challenges.

The warning was 

i s s u e d  b y  t h e 

NCAA's Director of 

Public Affairs and 

Consumer Protec-

t i o n ,  M i c h a e l 

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f 

F i n a n c e  a n d 

Coordinating Minister 

of the Economy, Taiwo 

O y e d e l e ,  h a s 

confirmed that  he 

recently held talks with 

the Minister of Aviation 

a n d  A e r o s p a c e 

Development, Festus 

Keyamo, to devise 

measures to address 

the r ising cost of 

aviation fuel and the 

growing pressure on 

airline operators, as 

part of broader efforts 
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Traffic Management 

Authority (LASTMA) 

has disclosed.

T h e  a g e n c y  a l s o 

repor ted  tha t  246 

o t h e r s  s u s t a i n e d 

varying degrees of 

injuries within the 

same period.

T h e  G e n e r a l 

M a n a g e r  o f 

LASTMA, Olalekan 

Bakare-Oki, made this known 

in an interview with the News 

Agency of Nigeria (NAN) on 

Sunday in Lagos.

Bakare-Oki stated that the 
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The Managing Director of the Nigerian 

Railway Corporation (NRC), Dr. 

Kayode Opeifa, has reaffirmed the 

agency's commitment to continuous 

training and retraining of its workforce 

as part of efforts to improve operational 

efficiency and align with global 

standards.

Opeifa made the remarks during an 

interaction with NRC delegates 

attending the Nigerian Institute of 

Public Relations (NIPR) Week and 

Annual General Meeting in Kaduna.

He said sustained investment in 

human capital development would 

enhance workers '  professional 

compe tence  and  pos i t i on  t he 

corporation for improved service 

delivery.

According to him, the conference 

provides an opportunity for staff to 

acquire new skills and knowledge 

relevant to their duties, while also 

exposing them to industry best 

practices.

Earlier, the NRC's Chief Public 

Relations Officer, Callistus Unyimadu, 

commended  the  co rpora t ion ' s 

management for supporting the public 

relations department, noting that 

participation in the yearly gathering 

e n a b l e s  s t a ff  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h 

professionals across government 

agencies and private institutions.

He added that such interactions would 

ultimately translate into more efficient 

service delivery.

Culled

NRC Boss Reiterates Commitment To
Workforce Meeting

No fewer than 69 persons lost their lives 

in road accidents across Lagos State in 

the first quarter of 2026, the Lagos State 

Traffic Management Authority (LASTMA) 

has disclosed.

The agency also reported that 246 others 

sustained varying degrees of injuries 

within the same period.

The General Manager of LASTMA, 

Olalekan Bakare-Oki, made this known 

in an interview with the News Agency of 

Nigeria (NAN) on Sunday in Lagos.

Bakare-Oki stated that the authority 

responded to and cleared over 600 

accident scenes between January and 

March, as part of efforts to improve traffic 

flow and emergency response across 

the state.

He further revealed that LASTMA 

handled more than 900 traffic infractions 

involving trucks and articulated vehicles, 

while carrying out about 4,900 physical 

enforcement operations during the 

period under review.

According to him, the agency also 

recorded 17,942 traffic offences through 

techno logy -d r i ven  en fo rcemen t 

systems, including the use of Traffic 

Management Solutions devices.

The LASTMA boss reiterated the 

agency's zero-tolerance stance on traffic 

violations, noting that impounded 

vehicles would be promptly arraigned 

before the Lagos State Mobile Court.

He said the agency had undertaken a 

comprehensive overhaul of its traffic 

management equipment and recovery 

vehicles, strategically repositioning them 

to enhance response time to road 

incidents and reduce travel time for 

residents.

Bakare-Oki added that LASTMA had 

prioritised personnel development, 

commencing training and re-orientation 

programmes aimed at improving service 

delivery.

He disclosed that the agency plans to 

train over 1,000 personnel in 2026 

through both internal and external 

capac i t y -bu i l d i ng  p rog rammes , 

supported by professional consultants.
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The Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority 

(NCAA) has raised concerns over a 

surge in passenger complaints against 

domestic airlines, urging operators to 

improve service delivery despite ongoing 

industry challenges.

The warning was issued by the NCAA's 

Director of Public Affairs and Consumer 

Protection, Michael Achimugu, who 

disclosed that a significant proportion of 

complaints received by the authority are 

linked to two unnamed airlines.

Mr Achimugu acknowledged that airlines 

are currently operating under difficult 

conditions, including the persistent Jet 

A1 fuel crisis, bird strikes, and other 

unforeseen disruptions. However, he 

stressed that such challenges do not 

excuse poor communicat ion and 

inadequate passenger care.

He emphasised the need for airlines to 

keep passengers properly informed 

during delays and cancellations, and to 

ensure timely processing of refunds and 

compensation where applicable.

According to him, failure to meet these 

obligations not only inconveniences 

passengers but also damages the 

reputation of the aviation sector and 

erodes public trust.

The NCAA official also crit icised 

situations where airline personnel are 

unavailable to attend to passengers 

during disruptions, describing such 

conduct as unacceptable. He urged 

operators to ensure that frontline staff 

NCAA Warns Airlines Over Rising Passenger
Complaints Amid Operational Challenges

Local Transport News

remain accessible to provide necessary 

assistance and information.

Mr Achimugu further warned that 

persistent lapses in service delivery could 

undermine confidence in Nigeria's 

aviation industry at a critical time.

He noted that  whi le the Federal 

Government, under President Bola 

Ahmed Tinubu, and the Minister of 

Aviation and Aerospace Development, 

Festus Keyamo, continues to support the 

sector, airlines must reciprocate by 

improving operational standards and 

customer service.

The development comes as Nigeria's 

aviation industry grapples with rising fuel 

costs, frequent flight delays, and 

cancel lat ions,  p lacing increasing 

pressure on both  operators  and 

passengers.
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T h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s 

c o m m e n c e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n 

ecumenical airport chapel and pilgrims 

c e n t r e  a t  t h e  N n a m d i  A z i k i w e 

International Airport, in a move aimed at 

integrating spiritual support into Nigeria's 

aviation infrastructure.

Secretary to the Government of the 

Federation, George Akume, performed 

the ground-breaking ceremony in Abuja 

on Saturday, describing the project as a 

landmark initiative at the intersection of 

faith, national development and human 

well-being.

According to a statement issued by the 

Head of Information and Public Relations 

i n  t he  Office  o f  t he  SGF,  Chr i s 

Ugwuegbulam, Akume said the facility 

would serve as a sanctuary for travellers, 

pilgrims and the Christian faithful.

He noted that the project represents a 

deliberate effort to incorporate spaces for 

spiritual reflection within critical national 

infrastructure.

“The facility will provide a sacred space 

Culled
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Passenger traffic on waterways in Lagos 

has climbed to about two million monthly, 

as the state government ramps up efforts 

to position water transport as a major 

component of its mobility and economic 

strategy.

The Special Adviser to the Governor on 

M a r i n e  a n d  B l u e  E c o n o m y , 

Oluwadamilola Emmanuel, disclosed this 

while hosting members of the Shipping 

Correspondents Association of Nigeria 

(SCAN). He said the steady rise in 

ridership—now estimated between 1.5 

million and two million passengers 

monthly—reflects increasing public 

confidence in water transportation.

Emmanuel, who also serves as General 

Manager of the Lagos State Waterways 

Authority, attributed the growth to 

improved safety measures, infrastructure 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s 

engagement with stakeholders.

He noted that the state government has 

commenced the implementation of a five-

year development plan aimed at 

Culled
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T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  F i n a n c e  a n d 

Coordinating Minister of the Economy, 

Taiwo Oyedele, has confirmed that he 

recently held talks with the Minister of 

Aviation and Aerospace Development, 

Festus Keyamo, to devise measures to 

address the rising cost of aviation fuel 

and the growing pressure on airline 

operators, as part of broader efforts to 

stabilise the aviation sector and protect 

passengers from higher fares.

Meanwhile, Air Peace has reduced its 

Abuja-London flight frequency to three 

times per week amid Jet A1 (aviation 

fuel) supply constraints.

In a post on X, Oyedele said both 

ministers had “constructive discussions 

on the challenges facing the aviation 

sector, particularly the recent sharp rise 

in the cost of aviation fuel and its impact 

on airlines' operations and pricing.”

He added that the meeting also 

focused on opportunities to reposition 

the sector for growth, noting that 

government efforts are aimed at 

building “a more sustainable, efficient, 

and competitive aviation industry that 

Oyedele, Keyamo Move To Cut Aviation
Fuel Costs, Support Airlines

 Akume

Culled

supports  economic act iv i ty  and 

connectivity.”

The d iscuss ions fo l lowed f resh 

government intervention earlier in the 

week to ease mounting pressure on 

domestic airlines.

Authorities approved a 30 per cent 

discount on outstanding debts owed by 

local carriers to aviation agencies, a 

move expected to provide immediate 

financial relief.

Announcing the development after a 

high-level meeting in Abuja, Keyamo 

said the decision was approved by 

President Bola Tinubu.

The meeting brought together oil 

m a r k e t e r s ,  a i r l i n e  o p e r a t o r s , 

regulators, and other stakeholders 

amid concerns that rising Jet A1 fuel 

prices could disrupt flight operations.

Domestic airlines had warned of 

possible service cuts or fare increases if 

for individuals to pause, reflect and 

reconnect with God amidst the demands 

and uncertainties of travel,” he said.

The SGF stressed the timeliness of the 

initiative, pointing out that in an era of 

increasing mobility and pressure, the 

need for spiritual support systems has 

become more compelling.

He described the centre as a consecrated 

haven open to all, designed to uplift 

hearts, ease burdens and strengthen 

faith, regardless of the pressures 

associated with modern travel.

Local Transport News
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the situation persisted, raising fears of 

reduced connectivity and higher travel 

costs for Nigerians.

Beyond the aviation sector, Oyedele 

also outlined his broader economic 

agenda as he settled into his role.

He said the government's immediate 

focus was to build on ongoing reforms 

and ensure they deliver real benefits to 

citizens.

According to him, priority areas include 

boosting productivity and economic 

growth by creating a stable and 

i nves to r - f r i end l y  env i ronmen t , 

maintaining fiscal discipline through 

careful management of public funds, 

and improving revenue generation 

while ensuring fair taxation that does 

not overburden vulnerable groups.

He also stressed the need for stronger 

coordination across government 

institutions and deeper collaboration 

with the private sector to improve policy 

design and implementation.

“Good policy design alone is not 

enough; success will be defined by 

execution. 

transforming water transport. The plan 

includes the introduction of electric 

ferries, dredging of approximately 140 

kilometres of inland waterways, and the 

construction of modern ferry terminals.

According to him, the initiative is designed 

to decongest roads while unlocking 

economic opportunities within the state's 

blue economy.

Emmanuel further disclosed that Lagos is 

aligning with the Federal Government's 

clean energy transition by exploring the 

use of electric ferries and the conversion 

of marine engines to Compressed Natural 

Gas (CNG).

To enhance connectivity, he said 

transport interchanges are being 

developed in strategic locations such as 

Mile 2 and Marina to integrate water, rail, 

and  bus  se rv i ces  f o r  seam less 

commuting.

On safety, Emmanuel stated that 

incidents on the waterways have reduced 

s i g n i fi c a n t l y  d u e  t o  i m p r o v e d 

enforcement, infrastructure upgrades, 

and stakeholder collaboration.

April 27th, 2026.
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The Federal Capital Territory Police 

C o m m a n d  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  t h e 

commencement of a welfare bus scheme 

for officers and men, aimed at addressing 

transportation challenges and improving 

personnel welfare.

The Commissioner of Police, FCT 

Command, Ahmed Sanusi, disclosed 

that the initiative was approved by the 

Inspector-General of Police, Olatunji 

Rilwan Disu, and will begin operations on 

Monday, April 27, 2026.

In  a  s ta tement  on  Sunday,  the 

command's spokesperson, Josephine 

Adeh, said under the scheme, three 

Compressed Natural Gas-powered 

buses have been deployed to operate 

along designated routes within the 

Federal Capital Territory and its environs.

According to her, the first bus will operate 

from the Goshen, Auta-Balefi axis 

through Masaka, Mararaba, and Nyanya, 

t e r m i n a t i n g  a t  A r e a  11  F o r c e 

Headquarters, Abuja.

The statement partly read, “Under the 

scheme, three Compressed Natural 

Gas-powered  buses  have  been 

deployed to ply designated routes across 

the Federal Capital Territory and its 

environs. The first bus, with registration 

number NPF 7993 D, will operate from 

the Goshen, Auta-Balefi axis, passing 

through Masaka, Mararaba, and Nyanya, 

and terminating at Area 11 Force 

Headquarters, Abuja.

“The second bus, with registration 

number NPF 7994 D, will take off from 

Zuba Divisional Headquarters, moving 

Culled
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The Nigeria Revenue Service has 

described as false and misleading a viral 

infographic claiming that a new vehicle 

tax has been imposed by the Federal 

Government, effective July 1.

The NRS made this known in a 

statement by Mr Dare Adekambi, Special 

Adviser to the NRS Chairman, Dr Zach 

Adedeji, and spokesperson for the 

service.

According to Adekambi, the infographic 

directs owners of private, commercial, 

and corporate vehicles to pay an 

unspecified vehicle tax rate online or at 

approved banks and agencies.

He said the material, which bore no 

identifiable author, further asked 

members  o f  t he  pub l i c  t o  v i s i t 

h t t p : / /www.fi rs .gov.ng  fo r  more 

information, whereas the correct official 

w e b s i t e  o f  t h e  N R S  i s 

http://www.nrs.gov.ng.

Adekambi said the Federal Government 

had not introduced any fresh tax on 

vehicles as claimed in the material.

He advised members of the public to 

trust and rely only on information 

disseminated through verified official 

channels of government or any of its 

agencies, and not on anonymous 

graphics circulating online.

“The NRS wishes to state categorically 

that the information did not emanate from 

the service or any government agency.

“Citizens are, therefore, advised to 

disregard the fabricated messages 

designed to mislead the public and 

instead rely on official government 

channels for information on government 

policies,” he said.

He said the verdict on the infographic is 

that it is false, and advised Nigerians to 

follow the official handles of the NRS on 

all social media platforms and its website 

for accurate information about tax and its 

activities.

FG 
Has Not
Introduced
New Vehicle
Tax, Says
NRS
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The Nigerian Navy on Saturday has flagged 

off Exercise Obangame Express 2026 with 

the deployment of 10 ships and two 

helicopters, as part of efforts to strengthen 

maritime security in the Gulf of Guinea.

The five-day event which begun yesterday, is 

expected to end on Thursday, April 30, 2026.

 The Sea inspection exercse will also deploy 

maritime domain awareness assets and 

elements of the Special Boat Service to 

engage in a series of carefully designed 

scenarios, including anti-illegal trafficking of 

arms and drugs exercise, anti Crude Oil theft 

operations, anti- Ilegal unregulated and 

unreported fishing, visit, board, search and 

seizure procedures, as well as search 

and rescue exercise and simulation of 

hot pursuit. 

The flag off exercise took place 

onboard NNS Kada at the Onne Jetty 

i n  R i v e r s  S t a t e ,  a n d  d r e w 

participation from officers from sister 

security agencies and international 

partners.

Speaking at the event, the Chief of the 

Naval Staff(CNS), Vice Admiral Idi 

Abbas noted that  the annual 

multinational exercise is critical in 

tackling evolving maritime threats.

Represented at the ocassion by an 

official from Naval headquarter Abuja,  

Rear Admiral Patrick Effah Effah, the 

CNS said the exercise was also 

meant to build capacity personnel to 

counter maritime crimes, particularly, 

bpiracy, sea robbery, illegal trafficking 

and other illicit activities at sea.

He stressed that no single nation can 

secure its waters in isolation, 

describing Obangame Express as a 

platform for participating countries to 

train together, build trust and enhance 

real-time operational coordination.

“This annual exercise has, over the 

years, evolved into a strategic 

platform for advancing coordinated 

maritime security operations within 

the Gulf of Guinea. It remains a critical 

instrument for fostering unity of effort, 

enhancing interoperability, and 

consolidating our shared resolve to 

secure our maritime domain against 

emerging and evolving threats. 

“The core objectives include, to 

strengthen regional maritime security 

cooperation, enhance information 

shar ing and mar i t ime domain 

awareness, improve tactical and 

operational readiness, as well as to 

build the capacity of participating 

navies to effectively counter both 

national and transnational maritime 

crimes, particularly piracy, sea 

robbery, illegal trafficking and other 

illicit activities at sea…”

Furthermore, Abbas noted improved 

safety within Nigeria's waters, adding 

that, it has increased investors' 

confidence, encouraged shipping 

activities and supported the Federal 

Government's drive towards a 

sustainable blue economy.

“I am pleased to note that the 

sustained collaborative efforts of the 

Nigerian Navy, in synergy with 

regional and international partners, 

have yielded measurable results, 

among others.

He thanked President Ahmed Tinubu 

for the commitment and supports to 

the military, while commending 

officers and personnel involved in the 

exercise for their professionalism and 

dedication.

Earlier, the Flag Officer Commanding 

Eastern Naval Command, Rear 

Admiral Chiedozie Okehie had 

described Obangame Express as a 

major annual multinational maritime 

exercise sponsored by the United 

States Africa Command.

He said the exercise has over the 

years evolved into a vital platform for 

e n h a n c i n g  i n t e r o p e r a b i l i t y , 

information sharing and tactical 

proficiency required to combat 

maritime threats across West and 

Central Africa.

Nigerian Navy Deploys 10 Ships,
Helicopters For 2026 Sea Inspection
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For FCT Personnel
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Nigeria is set to deepen its maritime 

security architecture, with plans to 

expand the Integrated National Security 

a n d  W a t e r w a y s  P r o t e c t i o n 

Infrastructure, widely known as the 

Deep Blue Project, as well as ramp up 

local fish production to curb imports.

The Minister of Marine and Blue 

Economy, Dr. Adegboyega Oyetola 

s ta ted th is  wh i le  rece iv ing the 

leadership of the Nigerian Economic 

Summit Group (NESG), in Abuja, 

Nigeria's capital.

Dr. Oyetola said a proposal had been 

submitted to the Federal Government to 

upgrade the Deep Blue Project in order 

to further strengthen Nigeria's maritime 

security architecture.

He described the initiative as a game-

changer, noting that Nigeria has 

recorded zero piracy incidents in its 

waters for more than four years due to 

the implementation of the globally-

acclaimed Deep Blue Project.

Culled

Find Full Story In e Link

The Nigerian Upstream Petroleum Regulatory 

Commission has urged members of the Crude 

Oil Refinery Owners Association of Nigeria to 

consider acquiring oil blocks in upcoming 

licensing rounds as a long-term solution to 

crude supply challenges.

The Commission Chief Executive, Mrs 

Oritsemeyiwa Eyesan, made the call during a 

recent courtesy visit by CORAN members to 

the NUPRC headquarters in Abuja, where both 

parties discussed ways to strengthen domestic 

refining capacity and ensure sustainable crude 

supply.

According to details of the meeting provided by 

the CORAN spokesperson, Eche Idoko, on 

NUPRC Urges Re�ners To Acquire 
Oil Blocks
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“The project, which 

integrates air, land and 

sea assets alongside 

advanced surveillance 

s y s t e m s ,  h a s 

significantly improved 

m a r i t i m e  d o m a i n 

a w a r e n e s s  a n d 

response capability, 

restoring confidence 

among international 

sh ipp ing  l i nes  and 

investors,” the Minister 

stated.

Dr Oyetola said the 

improved security has 

h a d  f a r - r e a c h i n g 

economic and social 

benefits, not only for 

Nigeria but across the 

Gulf of Guinea, once 

regarded as one of the 

world's most dangerous 

maritime corridors.

“Safer waters have led 

to increased shipping 

t r a ffi c ,  r e d u c e d 

insurance premiums, enhanced port activity 

and greater regional trade flows,” he said.

Minister Oyetola said the planned expansion 

would consolidate these gains, positioning 

Nigeria as a leader in maritime security in the 

West and Central African region while 

supporting broader economic growth tied to 

the blue economy.

On fisheries and aquaculture, Oyetola said 

the ministry was prioritising the sector as a 

key driver of food security, job creation and 

export earnings.

He disclosed that efforts were underway to 

reactivate fishing terminals nationwide and 

provide support for artisanal fish farmers.

“It is no longer acceptable that Nigeria 

continues to spend huge foreign exchange on 

fish importation,” he said,noting that the 

government is determined to end fish imports.

In a major boost for the sector, Dr. Oyetola 

revealed that the United States had approved 

Niger ia 's  Tur t le  Exc luder  Device,  a 

certification that enables Nigerian shrimp 

exports to access both U.S. and European 

markets.

Friday, Eyesan said, “Encouraging 

indigenous refiners to participate in 

upstream asset ownership would 

create more stable and commercially 

viable crude supply arrangements 

w h i l e  a l s o  d e e p e n i n g  l o c a l 

participation across the petroleum 

value chain.”

She assured the refiners that Nigeria 

has adequate crude resources to 

meet domestic refining needs and 

re i t e ra ted  t he  commiss i on ' s 

commitment to policies that promote 

in-country value addition.

The NUPRC boss also advised 

refinery operators to adopt long-term 

c rude  supp l y  con t rac t s  w i t h 

producers as a practical approach to 

guaranteeing feedstock availability, 

improving operational planning, and 

achieving pricing stability.

H o w e v e r ,  s h e  n o t e d  t h a t 

infrastructure gaps remain a major 

hurdle to seamless crude delivery, 

citing inadequate pipeline networks, 

evacuation bottlenecks, storage 

constraints, marine logistics, and 

other supply chain challenges as 

areas requiring urgent investment 

and coordinated efforts.

Members of CORAN commended 

the commission's ongoing regulatory 

reforms and its support for domestic 

refining, while stressing the need for 

e ff e c t i v e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f 

frameworks that ensure consistent 

crude supply to local refineries.

I n d u s t r y  s t a k e h o l d e r s  h a v e 

repeatedly highlighted that improved 

access to crude feedstock is critical 

to reducing Nigeria's dependence on 

imported petroleum products, 

e n h a n c i n g  e n e r g y  s e c u r i t y, 

conserving foreign exchange, and 

creating jobs through the growth of 

local refining capacity.

Idoko said the meeting is part of 

ongoing engagements between 

regulators and private refinery 

operators aimed at unlocking the full 

potential of Nigeria's downstream 

petroleum sector.

She assured the refiners that Nigeria 

has adequate crude resources to 

meet domestic refining needs and 

re i t e ra ted  t he  commiss i on ' s 

commitment to policies that promote 

in-country value addition.

The NUPRC boss also advised 

refinery operators to adopt long-term 

c rude  supp l y  con t rac t s  w i t h 

producers as a practical approach to 

guaranteeing feedstock availability, 

improving operational planning, and 

achieving pricing stability.

H o w e v e r ,  s h e  n o t e d  t h a t 

infrastructure gaps remain a major 

hurdle to seamless crude delivery, 

citing inadequate pipeline networks, 

evacuation bottlenecks, storage 

constraints, marine logistics, and 

other supply chain challenges as 

areas requiring urgent investment 

and coordinated efforts.

Members of CORAN commended 

the commission's ongoing regulatory 

reforms and its support for domestic 

refining, while stressing the need for 

e ff e c t i v e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f 

frameworks that ensure consistent 

crude supply to local refineries.

Nigeria to expand deep blue project

Mrs Eyesan  

Nigeria To Expand Deep Blue Project, Boost
Maritime Security
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Foreign Transport News

Fraport AG officially opened 

the new state-of-the-art 

Terminal 3 at Frankfurt 

Airport with a ceremony 

attended by more than 400 

i n v i t e d  g u e s t s  f r o m 

government, business, and 

the aviation industry.

The inauguration marks the 

completion of the largest 

infrastructure project ever 

undertaken by the MDAX-

listed company, ushering in a 

new era in Frankfurt Airport's 

history.

Guests of honour included 

German Federal Minister for 

Transport Patrick Schnieder; 

Hesse's Minister-President 

Boris Rhein; the Lord Mayor 

of Frankfurt, Mike Josef; 

Michael Boddenberg, Chair 

of Fraport's Supervisory 

B o a r d ;  a n d  C h r i s t o p h 

Mäck le r,  t he  a rch i tec t 

responsible for designing 

Terminal 3.

“Today is a special day – for 

Fraport, for Frankfurt, for 

Hesse, and far beyond,” 

e m p h a s i s e s  S t e f a n 

Schulte, Chief Executive 

Officer of Fraport AG. 

“With the inauguration of 

our Terminal 3, one of 

Europe's most advanced 

t e r m i n a l s ,  w e  a r e 

Fraport Inaugurates e New Terminal 3
At Frankfurt Airport

positioning ourselves for 

long-term success. This 

brand-new structure is 

more than just a major 

s tep  fo rward  in  our 

airport's evolution; it also 

stands as a symbol of the 

o u t s t a n d i n g 

collaboration among all 

those involved in the 

project. Each of them has 

contributed to its success 

with their  expert ise, 

lifeblood, and abilities,” 

he adds.

Minister-President Boris 

Rhein states: “It's a great 

achievement that the 

new Terminal 3 is being 

i n a u g u r a t e d  t h i s 

Wednesday. As Europe's 

la rgest  pr iva te ly  funded 

in f rast ructure pro ject ,  i t 

demonstrates what Germany 

is capable of. Germany can 

b u i l d .  W e  c a n  d e l i v e r 

ambitious projects. 'Made in 

Germany' remains a badge of 

quality. The new terminal 

strengthens both our airport 

and our economy. We need 

strong air transportation hubs 

t o  k e e p  o u r  c o u n t r y 

internationally connected. 

That is why we want to further 

e n h a n c e  G e r m a n y ' s 

competitiveness in the global 

aviation industry.”

The grand opening of the new 

passenger  te rmina l  was 

celebrated with an impressive 

l i g h t  s h o w  a n d  a 

c h o r e o g r a p h e d  d a n c e 

performance in Terminal 3's 

central marketplace. The 

official program concluded 

wi th  the announcement : 

“Terminal 3 is ready for check-

in!”
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An aerial drone photo taken on 

Nov. 15, 2024 shows people 

celebrating the That Luang 

festival in Vientiane, Laos. The 

China-Laos Railway cross-border 

passenger service marked its 

third anniversary on April 13, 

rep resen t i ng  a  s ign i fican t 

milestone in regional connectivity 

and cultural exchange.

Linking Kunming in southwest 

China's Yunnan Province with 

the Lao capital Vientiane, the 

railway enables same-day trips 

between the two cities. By 

significantly slashing journey 

time, the railway also brings 

people of the two countries 

closer to each other.

Over the past three years, the rail service has 

transformed cross-border mobility. According to 

the Laos-China Railway Co. Ltd. (LCRC), which 

operates the Lao section of the railway, the train 

service has handled over 800,000 cross-border 

passenger trips as of April 12.

The China-Laos Railway cross-border passenger 

service has evolved into more than just a 

transportation link. It has become a vital bridge 

connecting people, cultures, and opportunities. 

This steel artery has made exchanges and mutual 

learning between the two sides an accessible part 

of daily life.

This photo taken on Sept. 26, 2024 shows a view 

of Patuxay Park in Vientiane, Laos. The China-

Laos Railway cross-border passenger service 

marked its third anniversary on April 13, 

representing a significant milestone in regional 

connectivity and cultural exchange.

Linking Kunming in southwest China's Yunnan 

Province with the Lao capital Vientiane, the 

railway enables same-day trips between the two 

cities. By significantly slashing journey time, the 

railway also brings people of the two countries 

closer to each other.

Over the past three years, the rail service has 

transformed cross-border mobility. According to the 

Laos-China Railway Co. Ltd. (LCRC), which operates 

the Lao section of the railway, the train service has 

handled over 800,000 cross-border passenger trips as 

of April 12.

The China-Laos Railway cross-border passenger 

service has evolved into more than just a transportation 

link. It has become a vital bridge connecting people, 

cultures, and opportunities. This steel artery has made 

exchanges and mutual learning between the two sides 

an accessible part of daily life.

This photo taken on April 16, 2026 shows an exterior 

view of the Luang Prabang Station of the China-Laos 

Railway in Luang Prabang, Laos. The China-Laos 

Railway cross-border passenger service marked its 

third anniversary on April 13, representing a significant 

milestone in regional connectivity and cultural 

exchange.

Linking Kunming in southwest China's Yunnan 

Province with the Lao capital Vientiane, the railway 

enables same-day trips between the two cities. By 

significantly slashing journey time, the railway also 

brings people of the two countries closer to each other.

China-Laos Railway Boosts
Cross-Border Connectivity
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The United States has revitalised the 

agro-credit program through its 

Department of Agriculture's Export 

Credit Guarantee Program, known 

as GSM-102, to serve as an 

important tool for Nigerian banks 

and importers to use when sourcing 

essential inputs.

The development was disclosed 

during a two-day event in Lagos on 

Tuesday, which aimed to increase 

awareness and utilisation of the 

GSM-102 program in Nigeria.

According to a statement made 

available to TVC News on Sunday, 

the event was hosted by the Foreign 

Agricultural Service of the U.S. 

Consulate General.

The statement revealed that the 

program supports U.S. efforts to 

strengthen U.S.-Nigeria agricultural 

trade, build more reliable food 

supply  chains,  and increase 

commercial opportunities for both 

countries.

The statement reads, “The United 

States and Nigeria continue to 

advance a strong and growing 

economic partnership, with two-way 

trade in goods and services reaching 

nearly $15 billion in 2025, up 14 per 

cent from 2024. Agricultural trade 

has been a major contributor to this 

expansion, increasing to 

$764 million—an 84 per cent 

rise from $415 million in 

2024—and underscoring 

Nigeria's importance as a 

key partner.

“The U.S. Mission remains 

committed to expanding 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a d e , 

strengthening commercial 

t i e s  w i t h  N i g e r i a n 

agribusinesses, supporting 

private sector growth, and 

d e e p e n i n g  e c o n o m i c 

engagement.”

To increase awareness and 

utilisation of the GSM-102 

program in Nigeria, the 

Foreign Agricultural Service 

o f  the  U.S.  Consu la te 

General hosted a two-day 

event in Lagos, bringing 

together officials from the 

U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 

A g r i c u l t u r e ,  U . S . 

International Development 

F i n a n c e  C o r p o r a t i o n , 

N i g e r i a n - A m e r i c a n 

Chamber of Commerce, 

representatives of U.S. 

agr icu l tu ra l  expor te rs , 

N i g e r i a n  b a n k s ,  a n d 

agricultural importers.

In his opening remark, U.S. 

Consul General Rick Swart 

noted that Nigeria is one of 

the United States' most 

important agricultural trade 

partners in Africa.

Swart said, “Under the 

Trump Administration, we 

are making a clear shift from 

aid to trade.

“We're engaging Nigeria as 

an outstanding and unique 

commercial partner. That 

means we are looking for 

real-world solutions that 

BUA Cement Plc, one of 

Nigeria's largest cement 

producers, has recognised 

and rewarded i ts  top 

performing distributors 

across Nigeria.

On Saturday, at the 2025 

edition of the company 

a n n u a l  D i s t r i b u t o r s ' 

A w a r d s ,  o u t s t a n d i n g 

distributors were rewarded 

with cash awards, Sports 

U t i l i t y  V e h i c l e s ,  a n d 

compressed natural gas 

(CNG) trucks, in recognition 

o f  t h e i r  e x c e p t i o n a l 

performance and contribution 

to the Company's growth 

during the year under review.

The two top distributors received 

cash prizes alongside two CNG 

t rucks  each.  Other  lead ing 

distributors were presented with 

one CNG truck each in addition to 

monetary rewards.

Ten distributors were also awarded 

brand new 2025 Toyota RAV4 

vehicles alongside cash prizes. 

R e g i o n a l  C h a m p i o n s  w e r e 

rewarded with 900 bags of cement 

each.

In total, 30 distributors were 

recognised across four categories 

including Regional Champions, 

Pacesetters, Powerhouse, and 

Market Dominators.

Speak ing a t  the event ,  the 

Managing Director of BUA Cement 

Plc, Engr. Yusuf Binji, commended 

t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r s  f o r  t h e i r 

commitment and resilience, noting 

that the Company remains focused 

on strengthening partnerships 

across its value chain.

“ B U A C e m e n t  v a l u e s  i t s 

distributors and has consistently 

provided incentives to motivate 

them to achieve even greater 

results,” he said.

“I want to specially recognise all 

our dealers across the country. 

We see you, we value you, and 

we are working tirelessly to 

improve our supply chain to make 

your businesses safer and more 

profitable, including the many 

livelihoods that depend on BUA 

Cement.”

Also speaking, the Chairman of 

BUA Cement Plc, Abdul Samad 

Rabiu (CFR, CON), described 

the awards as a reflection of the 

Company's appreciation for the 

loyalty and performance of its 

distributors.

BUA Cement Rewards 30 Outstanding Distributors

BUA cement
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US revitalises credit programme to boost agricultural trade with Nigeria

T h e  N i g e r i a n s  i n  D i a s p o r a 

Commission (NiDCOM) has appealed 

to Nigerians in South Africa to adhere 

to the advisory issued by the consulate 

general, warning of escalating anti-

foreigner demonstrations across the 

country.

 Following an official circular from the 

Consulate General of Nigeria in 

J o h a n n e s b u r g  ( R e f  N o : 

CGJHB/AD/209/VOL I) dated April 22, 

2026, demonstrations in East London, 

Cape Town, Durban, and KwaZulu-

Natal have turned violent, leading to 

looting, property damage, and injuries.

 According to a statement by the Head 

of Media, a Public Relations and 

Protoco ls  Uni t ,  Abdur-Rahman 

Balogun, on Friday, intelligence noted 

in the Consulate's circular, further 

protests are scheduled to happen in 

the Gauteng Province, between April 

27-29, 2026, with demonstrators 

intending to apply pressure on the 

South African government over the 

presence of foreign nationals.

 In response to the above, NiDCOM is 

advising all Nigerian citizens to avoid 

any confrontation with protesters, 

r e f r a i n  f r o m  e n g a g i n g  w i t h 

demonstration groups, and monitor 

local media outlets for real-time safety 

information.

Nigerian nationals are also urged to 

remain law-abiding always.

 It was further advised that Nigerian 

business owners were warned to 

protect their businesses by closing on 

Freedom Day, April 27, and to consider 

remaining closed on April 28 and 29, as 

foreign-owned businesses are often 

targeted during unrest.

 While fully endorsing the position of the 

Consul-General, Amb. Ninikanwa O. 

Okey-Uche, as the Nigerian Consulate 

General in Johannesburg remains fully 

operational and is actively coordinating 

with South African police authorities to 

ensure the protection of Nigerian 

nationals, the statement noted that the 

Minister of State, Foreign Affairs, Amb 

Bianca Onoh, is engaging with the 

Foreign Affairs Minister in South Africa.

NIDCOM
Urges
Nigerians
To Be
Cautious
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The number of newly arrived asylum-

seekers into Nigeria rose by 322 

persons, amounting to 21 per cent 

increase in the first quarter of 2026, 

Sunday PUNCH can report.

This was as the backlog of refugees 

awaiting formal registration dropped 

by 3,613 within the same period, 

according to the latest data from the 

United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees.

The figures are contained in 

successive monthly dashboards 

published by UNHCR Nigeria, which 

tracks the total population of 

refugees and asylum-seekers in the 

FG Registers 3,613 Refugees As Asylum-
Seekers Rise By 32

Labour Party Elects New Leadership In Anambra
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country from December 2025 

through March 2026 and obtained by 

Sunday PUNCH.

The dashboards are produced jointly 

by  UNHCR and  the  Federa l 

Government through the National 

Commission for Refugees, Migrants 

and Internally Displaced Persons, 

drawing on registration records, 

biometric enrolment data and field 

assessments conducted across 

hosting states.

They include the population of 

refugees and asylum seekers hosted 

by Nigeria, including countries of 

or ig in ,  demographic  profi les, 

geographic distribution and new 

arrival trends.

As of December 31, 2025, Nigeria 

hosted 1,528 asylum-seekers, and 

individuals whose claims had been 

lodged but not yet determined.

By February 1, 2026, the figure rose 

to 1,705, and by March, it stood at 

1,850, showing a net addition of 322 

persons over the quarter.

However, the total refugee and 

asylum-seeker population in the 

country shrank from 142,064 in 

December 2025 to 138,900 by 

March 2026, a reduction of 3,164 

persons.

The drop came largely from a 

clearing of the backlog of persons 

awaiting registration.

The backlog which stood at 16,672 in 

December 2025, fell to 16,582 in 

February, and then dropped to 

13,059 by March.

Accord ing to  the repor t ,  the 

Anglophone crisis in Cameroon, the 

armed conflict between government 

forces and separatist groups that has 

displaced over 584,000 people 

internally, is the dominant driver of 

refugee flows into Nigeria.

Cameroonians accounted for 

119,521 of Nigeria's total refugee 

and asylum-seeker population in 

December 2025, rising slightly to 

119,641 by March 2026.

The Labour Party (LP) in Anambra State 

has elected a new executive committee 

led by Peter Okoye as chairman in a 

move aimed at strengthening the party's 

structure ahead of Nigeria's 2027 

general election.

Okoye emerged through affirmation at 

the party's state congress held in Awka, 

the state capital, in line with the party's 

constitution.

The exercise was monitored by the 

Independent  Nat ional  E lectora l 

Commission (INEC) and attended by 

delegates from all 21 local government 

areas of the state.

Other officials elected alongside him 

include Chigboo Ogudebe as vice 

chairman, Godwin Ibekwe as secretary, 

Nkemakonam Okol i  as publ ic i ty 

secretary, Barrister Emma Uduaka as 

legal adviser, Ifeyinwa Ezenwa as 

woman leader, and Comrade Jerry 

Nnubia as treasurer.

In his acceptance remarks, Okoye 

p l e d g e d  t o  l e a d  a n  i n c l u s i v e 

administration focused on unity, internal 

conso l i da t i on ,  and  g rass roo t s 

mobilisation.

He emphasised the party's commitment 

to offering what he described as a 

credible alternative anchored on good 

governance, equity, and justice.

“We will work collectively to reposition 

the party and strengthen its presence 

across the state,” Okoye said, calling on 

members and stakeholders to support 

efforts aimed at achieving electoral 

success in 2027.

Party stakeholders at the congress 

commended the peaceful conduct of 

the exercise and expressed confidence 

in the new leadership's ability to expand 

the party's influence.

Among them, Chief Edozie Ezeugwa 

highlighted the need for collaboration 

and strategic engagement to enhance 

the party's competitiveness both within 

Anambra and nationally.
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1.African Institute of Driving Instructors and Road Safety professionals (ADRIP) - This will be an 

online Academy for the training of Driving School Instructors and Road Safety professionals.

2.Africa Road Transport Safety Summit and Exhibition (ARTSS EXPO) - The largest gathering of 

Researchers and Industry Leaders in Road Transport Safety featuring exhibitions of technology 

devices and Innovations.

3.Africa Safe School Volunteer Project (ASSVP) - A social responsibility project that members of 

DSSAA will get directly involved in their various countries which includes volunteering to control 

traffic and help Children cross the Road during school hours in schools, funding installation of STOP 

Road signs and marking of zebra crossings at school Intersections,as well as carrying out the training 

of children on Road Safety practices in schools.

4.Africa Road Safety Partnerships and Research board (ARSPARB)- A hub for the advancement of 

partnerships with development agencies, National Governments and corporations as well as a 

Research Faculty for Road Safety Research Projects.

DSSAA INITIATIVES AND CAUSES

Driving Schools and Safety Alliance Africa - DSSAA is Africa's premier Professional Association of 

Driving School Owners, Instructors,Driver Assessors and Road Safety professionals.

It is registered in the Gambia and UK with National offices in all the Capital cities in Africa.

DSSAA aims to bring all the critical stakeholders together to build the capacity of Driving School 

operators and support Road Safety through advocacy, public education, lobbying, fund raising, 

training and certification.

We are the promoters of various Road Transport Safety initiatives and programmes among which are 

the African Institute of Driving Instructors and Road Safety professionals (ADRIP), Africa Road 

Transport Safety Exhibition (ARTSS EXPO), Africa Safe school volunteer project (ASSVP) and the 

Africa Road Safety Partnership and Research board (ARSPARB) domiciled in our Overseas Office in 

Bournemouth United Kingdom.

Membership is open to Road Safety advocates all over the world.

About DSSAA 
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