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The Federal Ministry of Works and 

the Nigeria Police Force have 

i n t e n s i fi e d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  t o 

strengthen security on 

major highways and 

protect crit ical road 

infrastructure across 

t h e  c o u n t r y  a m i d 

ongoing federal road 

projects.

M in is te r  o f  Works , 

David Umahi, disclosed 

this during a meeting 

wi th the Inspector-

Genera l  o f  Po l i ce , 

Rilwan Disu, and his 

d e l e g a t i o n  a t  t h e 

ministry's headquarters 

T h e  L a g o s  S t a t e 

G o v e r n m e n t  h a s 

w a r n e d  r e s i d e n t s 

against the sale and 

display of rams and 

other  l ivestock on 

major roads, medians, 

lay-bys, parks, and 

other unauthorised 

public spaces ahead of 

t h e  E i d - e l - K a b i r 

celebrations.

The Commissioner 

for Environment and 

Water Resources, 

Tokunbo Wahab, 

issued the warning 

d u r i n g  a  m e d i a 

T h e  L a g o s  S t a t e 

Waterways Authority 

( L A S W A )  h a s 

extended Eid-el-Adha 

g r e e t i n g s  t o 

waterways users , 

o p e r a t o r s ,  s t a k e -

holders, and Muslim 

faithful in Lagos State, 

wh i le  urg ing s t r ic t 

adherence to safety 

regulations during the 

festive period.

In a statement issued 

by its 

Corporate Commu-

nicat ions Depart -

ment, the agency 
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company aimed at 

a d d r e s s i n g  t h e 

persistent shortage of 

a i r c r a f t  a ff e c t i n g 

domestic airlines and 

reducing operational 

costs in the aviation 

sector.

Minister of Aviation 

a n d  A e r o s p a c e 

Development,

Fes tus  Keyamo, 

disclosed this on Tuesday in 

Abuja during a meeting with 

airline operators and industry 

stakeholders following the 

Council's approval of a Special 
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The Federal Road Safety Corps 

(FRSC) has advised motorists plying 

the Lagos-Ibadan Expressway to be 

patient and comply strictly with traffic 

regulations amid heavy traffic volume.

The Lagos State Sector Commander, 

Kehinde Hamzat, gave the advice in a 

statement on Tuesday.

Mr Hamzat said the advice was 

n e c e s s a r y  d u e  t o  i n c r e a s e d 

m o v e m e n t s  a n d  h e i g h t e n e d 

c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t h e 

expressway, particularly on the 

Kara–OPIC axis.

“The most affected areas include 

Kara–OPIC and adjoining sections of 

the expressway, both inward and 

outward of Lagos.

“To ease traffic flow, the FRSC advises 

motorists travell ing through the 

Lagos–Sagamu–Ore–Benin corridor 

to consider alternative routes such as 

the Lekki–Epe Expressway and 

I ko rodu–Sagamu Road  where 

necessary.

“Motorists on the Apapa–Badagry 

Expressway should remain patient, 

avoid dangerous overtaking and 

speeding, and cooperate with traffic 

and security personnel deployed along 

the corridor,” he said.

Mr Hamzat said that more than 700 

FRSC operatives had been deployed 

to traffic-prone areas across Lagos 

State for effective traffic control, 

enforcement, rescue services and 

public enlightenment.

Culled

FRSC Issues Travel Advisory Ahead 
Of Eid-el-Kabir In Lagos 

The Oyo State Command of the Federal 

Road Safety Corps (FRSC) has deployed 

1,797 personnel, including Special 

Marshals, to ensure smooth traffic flow and 

enhance safety during the Eid-el-Kabir 

celebrations across the state.

T h e  S e c t o r  C o m m a n d e r,  C o r p s 

Commander Kehinde Dahunsi, disclosed 

this in a statement issued on Tuesday in 

Ibadan through the Sector Publ ic 

Enlightenment Officer, Chief Route 

Commander Busayo Oluwasola.

According to Dahunsi, the deployment 

inc ludes  24  pa t ro l  veh ic les ,  two 

ambulances, and one heavy-duty tow 

truck to support traffic management and 

emergency  response  ope ra t i ons 

throughout the festive period.

He said the command would maintain a 

24-hour rescue operation aimed at 

responding promptly to road traffic crashes 

and assisting victims where necessary.

The sector commander added that officers 

would focus on clearing traffic congestion 

in gridlock-prone areas while ensuring 

strict enforcement against overloading of 

vehicles with passengers and goods.

He also noted that the command had 

i n tens i fied  pub l i c  en l i gh tenmen t 

campaigns targeted at fleet operators, 

commercial drivers, and passengers at 

motor parks to promote safe driving habits 

during the celebrations.

Dahunsi explained that the ongoing 

sensitisation programmes were designed 

to remind motorists of the importance of 

obeying traffic regulations, avoiding 

speeding, and exercising caution on the 

roads.

He identified the Iwo Road Interchange in 

Ibadan as one of the major flashpoints 

expected to experience heavy traffic 

during the holiday period, assuring 

residents that adequate personnel had 

been positioned to manage vehicular 

movement.

The FRSC boss urged motorists to comply 

with traffic rules and regulations to 

minimise road crashes and ensure a safe 

Eid-el-Kabir celebration for all road users 

in Oyo State.
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The Federal Executive Council (FEC) 

has approved the establishment of a 

Nigerian aircraft leasing company 

aimed at addressing the persistent 

shortage of aircraft affecting domestic 

airlines and reducing operational costs 

in the aviation sector.

Minister of Aviation and Aerospace 

Development,  Festus Keyamo, 

disclosed this on Tuesday in Abuja 

during a meeting with airline operators 

and industry stakeholders following 

the Council's approval of a Special 

Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to drive the 

initiative.

According to the minister,  the 

proposed leasing company will be 

financed through a partnership 

involving international investors, 

development finance institutions, and 

private sector financiers. The initiative 

is expected to improve access to 

aircraft for Nigerian airlines through 

m o r e  a ff o r d a b l e  l e a s i n g 

arrangements.

Keyamo explained that Nigeria's 

aviation industry is predominantly 

driven by private operators, unlike 

many African countries where airlines 

a r e  s t a t e - o w n e d  o r  h e a v i l y 

subsidised. He noted that the new 

leasing firm would acquire aircraft and 

lease them to domestic carriers under 

naira-denominated arrangements, 

thereby reducing airlines' exposure to 

foreign exchange volatility and high 

FEC Approves Nigerian Aircra Leasing
Company To Support Domestic Airlines

Local Transport News

financing costs.

The minister added that the structure of 

the  in i t ia t i ve  was des igned to 

strengthen investor confidence through 

improved regulatory frameworks 

governing aircraft repossession and 

operational safety, rather than relying 

on direct sovereign guarantees.

He further revealed that the African 

Development Bank has identified 

Nigeria as one of the pilot countries 

under its continental aviation financing 

programme, with the bank earmarking 

a $7 billion support facility for the 

initiative across Africa.

According to Keyamo, discussions with 

international stakeholders are ongoing, 

while additional agreements are 

expected to be signed during upcoming 

aviation meetings in Brazil.
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The General Manager of the Lagos 

State Traffic Management Authority, 

O l a l e k a n  B a k a r e - O k i ,  h a s 

congratulated Muslim faithful on the 

celebration of Eid-el-Kabir, while urging 

motorists and other road users in Lagos 

State to adhere strictly to road safety 

regulations during the festive period.

In a statement issued on behalf of the 

management and staff of LASTMA, 

Bakare-Oki described Eid-el-Kabir as a 

period of spiritual reflection, sacrifice, 

faith and total submission to the will of 

Allah.

He called on Muslims to uphold the 

va lues  o f  peace ,  compass ion , 

discipline, tolerance and harmonious 

coexistence, which he said are central 

to the significance of the Islamic 

festival.

The LASTMA General Manager also 

appealed to motorists, commercial 

drivers and all categories of road users 

to exercise caution and demonstrate 

responsibility on the roads before, 

Culled

LASTMA Boss Urges Safe Driving As
Muslims Celebrate Eid-el-Kabir

The Gombe State Command of the 

Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) has 

deployed a total of 613 regular and 

special  marshals, 14 operat ional 

vehicles, and one tow truck for the Eid-el-

Adha celebration.

The deployment, approved by the Sector 

Commander, CC Samson Kaura, was to 

ensure a crash-free celebration and 

enhance free flow of traffic during the 

festive period, as contained in a 

statement signed by the Command 

Public Education Officer, SRC Janet 

Kassa, made available to journalists in 

Gombe.

She stated that the special patrol, which 

commenced on May 25, would last 

through May 31, 2026, while the 

deployed personnel are tasked with traffic 

control, rescue services, clearing of road 

obstructions, and reminding the public of 

the need to drive cautiously to avoid road 

traffic crashes.

According to the statement, “The Federal 

Road Safety Corps (FRSC) is the lead 

Culled
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The Federal Ministry of Works and the 

Nigeria Police Force have intensified 

collaboration to strengthen security on 

major highways and protect critical road 

infrastructure across the country amid 

ongoing federal road projects.

Minister of Works, David Umahi, 

disclosed this during a meeting with the 

Inspector-General of Police, Rilwan 

Disu, and his delegation at the 

ministry's headquarters in Abuja.

Umahi said the support of security 

agencies had remained vital to the 

successful execution of strategic road 

projects, especially in areas affected by 

security challenges. He commended 

the police, military and other security 

agencies for safeguarding construction 

workers and infrastructure nationwide.

According to the minister, projects such 

as the 240-kilometre dual carriageway 

in Sokoto State would have been 

difficult to execute without adequate 

security support.

H e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l 

Government is currently undertaking 

road projects valued at about N34 

Works Ministry, Police Strengthen P’ship To
Secure Highways, Road Infrastructure

Bakare-Oki   

Culled

trillion nationwide, including inherited 

projects and four flagship legacy 

highway projects aimed at boosting 

econom ic  g row th  and  na t i ona l 

integration.

Umahi explained that the government 

had adopted reinforced concrete 

pavement  techno logy  on  many 

highways to improve durability and 

reduce maintenance costs, noting that 

some of the roads are expected to last 

between 50 and 100 years.

He added that plans were underway to 

enhance security on major highways 

through the installation of solar-

powered streetlights, closed-circuit 

television cameras, observation posts 

and dedicated police monitoring 

facilities.

The minister said the initiative would 

commence on strategic routes across 

the six geopolitical zones, including the 

during and after the celebrations in order 

to safeguard lives and property.

Bakare-Oki warned against reckless 

driving, excessive speeding, dangerous 

overtaking, route violations and other 

traffic offences capable of causing 

avoidable accidents and fatalities.

He further advised drivers to refrain from 

driving under the influence of alcohol, 

na rco t i cs  o r  o the r  i n tox ica t ing 

substances that could impair judgment 

and coordination while operating 

vehicles.

Local Transport News

Works Ministry, Police partner to strengthen highways, road infrastructure
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Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, Abuja-

Kaduna-Kano highway, Enugu-Onitsha 

Expressway, Eleme-Onne corridor, 

Mararaba-Benue route and the Numan-

Jalingo road.

Umahi also advocated strengthening 

the Federal Highway Patrol unit of the 

police to focus more on highway 

security, suggesting that toll revenues 

from major roads could help fund such 

operations.

He urged Nigerians to support security 

agencies with credible intelligence and 

assist the families of fallen security 

personnel, while also calling on political 

actors to embrace constructive criticism 

and provide practical alternatives to 

government policies.

The Minister of State for Works, Bello 

Goronyo, also commended the police 

leadership and called for increased 

support in securing construction sites 

nationwide.

Speaking earlier, Disu described roads 

as critical national assets that promote 

economic  deve lopment ,  soc ia l 

integration and national security.

agency for traffic management and 

administration in Nigeria. The Corps 

primary role is to minimize traffic crashes 

on the road and educate road users 

generally.”

She added, “As the Muslim Faithful's 

Nationwide Observe and Celebrate Eid-

El Kabir Sallah, it is the responsibility of 

the corps to ensure adequate and free 

flow of traffic nationwide.”

“The State will witness an increased 

mass movement as a result of the 2026 

Eid-El Kabir Sallah which is just around 

the corner. This celebration will also 

heightened the Command's operational 

activities. It is in the light of the anticipated 

movements that the Command made the 

deployment,” Kassa added.

The Command has deployed operatives 

and logistics to monitor traffic activities 

and address associated gridlocks.

She stressed that, “These infractions 

include but not limited to speeding, 

dangerous driving, overloading, mix-

loading, use of phone while driving, fake 

number plates and route violations. 

May 27th, 2026.
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The Lagos State Waterways Authority 

(LASWA) has extended Eid-el-Adha 

greetings to waterways users, operators, 

stakeholders, and Muslim faithful in 

Lagos Sta te ,  wh i le  urg ing  s t r i c t 

adherence to safety regulations during 

the festive period.

In a statement issued by its Corporate 

Communicat ions Department, the 

agency advised commuters and boat 

operators to prioritize safety on inland 

waterways, especially amid the ongoing 

rainy season.

LASWA cautioned against night travel on 

the waterways, citing poor visibility and 

adverse weather conditions that could 

endanger safe navigation. The Authority 

urged passengers to plan trips during 

day l igh t  hours  and remain  a le r t 

throughout their journeys.

The agency also stressed the need for 

boat operators to navigate cautiously, 

comply with operational safety guidelines, 

avoid overspeeding, and monitor weather 

conditions before embarking on any trip.

According to the statement, the use of life 

jackets by all passengers and crew 

m e m b e r s  r e m a i n s  c o m p u l s o r y 

throughout every journey, emphasizing 

that safety is a collective responsibility.

The Special Adviser on Blue Economy to 

t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  L a g o s  S t a t e , 

Oluwadamilola Emmanuel, congratulated 

Muslim faithful on the Eid-el-Adha 

celebration and reaffirmed LASWA's 

commitment to ensuring safe, secure, 

and efficient waterways transportation 

across the state.

Culled
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The Federal Road Safety Corps in 

Katsina State has confirmed the death 

of nine persons and injuries to 17 

others in a fatal road accident involving 

a commercial bus and a trailer along 

the Kankia-Katsina Road.

Shamsudeen Babajo, the Sector 

Public Education Officer, confirmed 

this in a statement issued in Katsina, 

the Katsina State capital, North-west 

Nigeria.

He said the tragic incident occurred at 

Kwanar Gidan Mutum Daya at about 

8:03 p.m. on Saturday.

According to him, the crash involved a 

Toyota Hummer commercial bus and a 

trailer, with a total of 26 persons 

affected in the accident.

Mr Babajo said personnel from the 

Kankia Unit Command responded 

swiftly after receiving a distress call, 

arriving at the scene within 23 minutes 

to commence rescue operations in 

collaboration with other emergency 

agencies.

He explained that 17 victims sustained 

varying degrees of injuries, including 

fractures, broken limbs and severe 

cuts, while nine passengers died as a 

result of the impact of the collision.

The FRSC spokesperson further 

disclosed that four of the deceased 

victims were burnt beyond recognition 

a f t e r  t he  commerc i a l  veh i c l e 

reportedly caught fire moments after 

the accident.

According to him, all injured victims 

were immediately evacuated to 

General Hospital Kankia for treatment, 

while the corpses of the deceased 

were deposited at the hospital 

mortuary.

“The rescue team worked tirelessly to 

evacuate victims and clear the 

obstruction to restore free flow of traffic 

along the route,” he stated.

FRSC 
Con�rms
9 Dead, 17
Injured In
Katsina 
H’way Crash
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The Federal Government has announced a 

commitment of over N1.3 trillion for strategic 

road and bridge infrastructure projects across 

the South-East region as part of efforts to boost 

economic growth and regional integration.

The Minister of Finance and Coordinating 

Minister of the Economy, Taiwo Oyedele, 

disclosed this on Tuesday during the grand 

finale of the South-East Venture Capital 

Programme (SEVCP) organised by the South 

East Development Commission in Enugu.

Oyedele said the Federal Government was 

making significant investments in critical 

infrastructure to stimulate enterprise, attract 

investment and strengthen connectivity within 

the region.

According to him, the projects include 

the Second Niger Bridge Access Road, 

the Enugu-Onitsha Corridor, the Enugu-

Port Harcourt Expressway, the Enugu-

Abakaliki Dualisation project, and the 

priority rail corridor linking Onitsha, 

Owerri, Aba and Ikot Ekpene.

He noted that the SEVCP initiative 

reflected the Federal Government's 

commitment to innovation-driven 

economic growth and entrepreneurship 

development.

Oyedele revealed that more than 1,200 

applications were received from across 

the South-East, describing the turnout 

as proof  of  the region's st rong 

entrepreneurial potential.

“They are designed to create a new 

development model — one that moves 

from grants to growth capital, from 

dependence to enterprise, and from 

consumption to value creation,” he said.

The minister also highlighted ongoing 

federal interventions aimed at improving 

access to finance for businesses and 

entrepreneurs in the region.

He stated that the Development Bank of 

Nigeria had deployed more than N130 

billion to support about 86,000 Micro, 

Smal l  and Medium Enterpr ises 

(MSMEs) across the South-East.

According to him, CreditCorp has 

reached over 35,000 beneficiaries in the 

region, mainly women and micro-

entrepreneurs, while the Nigerian 

Education Loan Fund (NELFUND) 

continues to provide interest-free 

education loans for students.

Oyedele further stated that Nigeria 

recorded a 3.89 per cent Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) growth in the 

first quarter of 2026 despite prevailing 

global economic uncertainties.

He attributed the growth to ongoing 

economic reforms, improved fiscal 

sustainability, infrastructure renewal 

and deliberate policies aimed at 

attracting private sector investment.

“We are building an economy that is 

more diversified, more productive, more 

competitive and better positioned to 

absorb external shocks,” he said.

He assured investors that Nigeria 

remains open for business, promising 

policy consistency, investor protection, 

fisca l  re fo rms  and  t ransparen t 

governance.

Speaking at the event, the Governor of 

Enugu State, Peter Mbah, described the 

venture capital programme as a 

strategic intervention designed to 

reposition the South-East within the 

global innovation economy.

Represented by the Secretary to the 

State Government, Prof. Chidiebere 

Onyia, the governor said the initiative 

aligns with the state government's 

economic agenda focused on private 

enterprise, innovation, industrialisation 

and strategic investment partnerships.

Mbah added that the state government 

was investing heavily in infrastructure, 

digital connectivity, security, healthcare, 

education reforms and smart urban 

development to create a more business-

friendly environment.

Earlier, the Managing Director and Chief 

Executive Officer of the SEDC, Mark 

Okoye, said the venture capital initiative 

forms part of the commission's broader 

s t ra tegy for  reg iona l  economic 

transformation.

FG Commits Over N1.3tn To S’East
Road, Bridge Infrastructure
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The Edo Sta te  Government  has 

reaffirmed its commitment to creating an 

enabling environment for businesses and 

investors to thrive, as the Federal 

Government inaugurated the Diverse 

Autocare Centre Hub and Compressed 

Natural Gas (CNG) facility in Benin City.

G o v e r n o r  M o n d a y  O k p e b h o l o , 

represented by his deputy, Rt. Hon. 

Dennis Idahosa, gave the assurance 

during the inauguration ceremony on 

Tuesday in the Edo State capital.

He described the facility as more than just 

a building, noting that it would serve as a 

one-stop hub for vehicle sales, servicing, 

diagnostics, spare parts fabrication, as 

well as training and skills development for 

youths.

According to him, the project reflects the 

vision of the state government to 

encourage innovation, job creation, and 

private sector investment.

“This hub speaks to the future we are 

building for Edo. It is bold, modern, and 

Culled
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Dangote Cement has commended the Federal 

Road Safety Corps (FRSC) for its role in 

improving the company's transport safety 

operations, following a significant reduction in 

crashes involving its trucks across the country.

The commendation was conveyed during a visit 

by the Head of Transport, Dangote Group, Mr. 

Murillo Silva, and his team to the FRSC 

headquarters in Abuja.

According to a statement issued on Tuesday by 

the FRSC spokesperson, Deputy Corps 

Commander Osondu Ohaeri, Silva attributed 

the improvement to the impact of the FRSC's 

2025 Safety System Gap Analysis carried out 

on the company's transport operations.

Dangote Commends FRSC As
Truck Crashes Drop By 56%
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proof that our sons and 

daughters can return 

h o m e  t o  b u i l d 

businesses, create jobs, 

and inspire the next 

generation,” he said.

Okpebholo stressed that 

security remains a major 

p r i o r i t y  o f  h i s 

administration, noting 

that no investor would 

commit resources to an 

unsafe environment.

H e  s a i d  t h e  s t a t e 

g o v e r n m e n t  h a d 

strengthened community 

pol ic ing through the 

training and equipping of 

the Edo State Security 

Vigilante Network to work 

c lose ly  w i th  federa l 

security agencies.

The governor added that 

the government's role is 

to create a conducive 

environment, while the 

private sector drives 

employment and economic growth.

“The era of depending solely on government 

jobs is over. The new Edo rewards skills, 

innovation, and hard work,” he stated.

In his remarks, the Minister of State for 

Petroleum Resources (Gas), Ekperikpe Ekpo, 

commended the Chairman of Diverse Autocare 

Centre Limited, Greg Ogbeifun, for aligning with 

the Federal Government's gas development 

agenda under President Bola Tinubu.

Ekpo said the facility represents a practical 

demonstration of growing private sector 

confidence in natural gas as a cleaner, cheaper, 

and more susta inab le  a l ternat ive  for 

transportation.

“This facility is more than an automobile 

conversion centre. It supports the Federal 

Government's Decade of Gas initiative aimed at 

transforming Nigeria into a gas-powered 

economy,” the minister said.

Earlier, Chairman of Diverse Autocare Centre 

Limited, Greg Ogbeifun, said the initiative was 

designed to create awareness about CNG 

adoption while also generating employment 

opportunities for young Nigerians.

Silva said the partnership between 

Dangote Group and the FRSC was 

already producing measurable 

r e s u l t s ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  b o t h 

organisations share a common goal 

of improving safety standards in 

Nigeria's transport sector.

He noted that the intervention by the 

FRSC had repositioned Dangote's 

transport fleet towards becoming a 

model for fleet management and road 

safety compliance in Africa.

Silva also praised the Corps Marshal 

of the FRSC, Shehu Mohammed, for 

providing strategic recommendations 

and professional guidance that 

transformed the company's transport 

safety system.

Ohaeri explained that the earlier 

safety audit by the FRSC uncovered 

several operational deficiencies 

within Dangote's transport system, 

including violations of speed limiter 

regulations, inadequate driver rest 

management, overloading, weak 

safety monitoring mechanisms, and 

high crash exposure linked mainly to 

human factors.

He, however, said the implementation 

of the Corps' recommendations 

resulted in significant improvements 

in the company's safety record.

According to comparative data 

presented during the review, crashes 

involving Dangote trucks dropped by 

56 per cent, from 25 cases recorded in 

the first quarter of 2025 to 11 cases 

within the same period in 2026.

The data also showed that fatal 

crashes declined by 36 per cent, while 

the number of injured persons 

reduced by 52 per cent, from 89 to 42. 

Deaths resulting from the crashes 

also fell by 60 per cent, from 35 in 

2025 to 14 in 2026.

The Corps Marshal described the 

outcome as proof that strategic 

p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  d a t a - d r i v e n 

intervent ions and inst i tut ional 

collaboration are critical to improving 

road safety and saving lives.

Mohammed commended Dangote 

m a n a g e m e n t  f o r  e m b r a c i n g 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c r u t i n y  a n d 

implementing key safety reforms, 

noting that sustained compliance with 

the recommendations could position 

the company among the safest fleet 

operators in Africa.

He also urged other fleet operators 

and transport companies to adopt 

proactive safety measures capable of 

reducing crashes and improving 

operational standards on Nigerian 

roads.

 Silva also praised the Corps Marshal 

of the FRSC, Shehu Mohammed, for 

providing strategic recommendations 

and professional guidance that 

transformed the company's transport 

safety system.

Ohaeri explained that the earlier 

safety audit by the FRSC uncovered 

several operational deficiencies 

within Dangote's transport system, 

including violations of speed limiter 

regulations, inadequate driver rest 

management, overloading, weak 

safety monitoring mechanisms, and 

high crash exposure linked mainly to 

human factors.

Governor Monday Okpebholo

Dangote Group commends FRSC on safety improvement

Edo Govt Promises Investor-Friendly
Environment As FG Unveils CNG Centre
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Kazakhstan is advancing 

efforts to modernize its 

ra i lway infrastructure 

t h r o u g h  n e t w o r k 

expansion, rolling stock 

renewal, and the adoption 

of digital technologies 

a i m e d  a t  i m p r o v i n g 

efficiency in the transport 

sector.

The  Ch ie f  Execu t i ve 

Officer of Kazakhstan 

Te m i r  Z h o l y,  Ta l g a t 

Aldybergenov, disclosed 

that the average wear of 

locomotives declined from 

66 per cent in 2023 to 58 

per cent in 2025 following 

measures introduced to 

t a c k l e  l o c o m o t i v e 

shortages.

According to him, the 

country plans to receive 

7 4 6  n e w  p a s s e n g e r 

coaches by 2030, with a 

significant number to be 

manufactured by Stadler. 

He added that about 86 

per cent of passenger 

coaches  cur ren t l y  in 

operation are equipped 

with air-conditioning 

systems.

Aldybergenov a lso 

revealed that railway 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d 

modernization projects 

Kazakhstan Expands Railway Network,
Improves Transport Capacity

covering approximately 

3,900 kilometres are 

ongoing across the 

country. He noted that 

752 kilometres of new 

railway tracks have 

a l r e a d y  b e e n 

c o m m i s s i o n e d , 

boosting transport and 

cargo throughput.

He further stated that 

a n  a d d i t i o n a l  9 0 0 

kilometres of railway 

t r a c k s  w o u l d  b e 

const ruc ted,  wh i le 

3,000 kilometres of 

existing lines would 

u n d e r g o  m o d e r n i -

zat ion.The ra i lway 

chief highlighted the 

i m p a c t  o f  d i g i t a l 

innovation in the sector, 

noting that the deployment 

of the Kinetix diagnostic 

system reduced rolling stock 

inspection time from two 

hours to eight minutes.

He added that artificial 

intelligence technologies are 

n o w  b e i n g  u s e d  t o 

c o o r d i n a t e  t r a n s i t 

operations, cutting scenario 

modelling timelines from 

several months to just a few 

hours.

Meanwhile, Kazakhstan 

Temi r  Zho ly  has  been 

ranked among the top three 

per cent of global transport 

companies in the S&P 

G l o b a l  E S G  r a t i n g s , 

reflecting its performance in 

environmental, social, and 

governance standards.

Kazakhstan is also seeking 

to  s t rengthen reg ional 

transport cooperation, with 

plans underway to expand 

transport ties with Tajikistan.
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Georgia is launching a large-

scale overhaul of its railway 

system aimed at boosting 

capac i t y,  effic iency,  and 

regional connectivity, Economy 

Minister Mariam Kvrivishvili has 

said.

“We are embarking on a historic 

renewal of Georgian Railways – 

a  p r o c e s s  t h a t  w i l l 

fundamentally transform the 

company,” Kvrivishvili said 

during a presentation of the 

reform plan.

The strategy focuses on three 

key directions: infrastructure 

development, strengthening 

f r e i g h t  t r a n s p o r t ,  a n d 

modernizing passenger services, combining 

operational and infrastructure upgrades into a 

single system.

The minister said the company's financial 

per fo rmance has  improved,  w i th  an 

optimization effect exceeding ₾230 million 

over the past year and net profit rising to 30%. 

Operating profit margins increased from 25% 

to 36%.

Rail capacity has also expanded, with 

throughput on the main line up 30% and transit 

time across the country reduced by 20%.

Kvrivishvili said Georgia plans to purchase 50 

new locomotives and 1,500 wagons, with more 

than ₾1 billion in investment. The upgrades 

are expected to cut transit time from 24 hours 

to 12 hours and double overall transport 

capacity.

Passenger services are also set for expansion, 

with new trains planned to increase ridership 

and improve travel speed and comfort.

Major infrastructure works are underway. 

Rehabilitation of the Tbilisi-Batumi railway and 

Tbilisi-Akhaltsikhe railway lines is expected to 

be completed by August 2026, reducing travel 

time to Batumi to around four hours and halving 

journey times to Akhaltsikhe.

The historic Borjomi-Bakuriani railway line is also 

set for rehabilitation, with completion planned for 

winter 2027.

Kvrivishvili linked the railway upgrades to broader 

regional connectivity plans, including the Anaklia 

deep-sea port project, which she describes as a key 

component of Georgia's logistics network. 

Construct ion of connecting road and rai l 

infrastructure is expected to begin soon.

She added that growing global demand for 

alternative trade routes has increased the 

importance of the Middle Corridor, positioning 

Georgia as a key transit partner between Europe 

and Asia.

The minister said modernization of major railway 

stations across the country is already underway, 

aimed at aligning infrastructure with modern 

standards and passenger needs.

The minister said the company's financial 

performance has improved, with an optimization 

effect exceeding ₾230 million over the past year 

and net profit rising to 30%. Operating profit 

margins increased from 25% to 36%.

Georgia Launches Railway
Modernisation Plan - Kvrivishvili
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Nigeria and the Republic of Türkiye 

have signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) to strengthen 

bilateral cooperation in the solid 

m i n e r a l s  s e c t o r,  m a r k i n g  a 

significant step towards deepening 

economic collaboration between 

both countries.

The Federal Government also 

engaged a Chinese firm, New 

P o w e r  Te c h n o l o g y  ( N P T ) , 

yesterday, in a strategic partnership 

to manufacture and assemble 

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 

a n d  E l e c t r i c  Ve h i c l e  ( E V ) 

infrastructure in Nigeria.

The MoU with Türkiye was signed 

yesterday on the sidelines of the 

Istanbul Natural Resources Summit 

in Istanbul, Türkiye.

Speaking during the signing, 

Nigeria's Minister of Solid Minerals 

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  D e l e  A l a k e , 

expressed Nigeria's readiness to 

leverage Türkiye's technological 

advancement and expertise in 

min ing explorat ion,  t ra in ing, 

digitisation, licensing systems and 

capacity building to accelerate 

reforms and growth within the 

sector.

According to the minister, President 

Bola Tinubu has given full backing to 

e ff o r t s  a i m e d  a t 

s t rengthening b i latera l 

relations with Türkiye in the 

mining and energy sectors.

Alake said: “Türkiye is one of 

t h e  c o u n t r i e s  w e  a r e 

confident of building strong 

bilateral cooperation with, 

particularly in the area of 

solid minerals development. 

Nigeria is open to working 

with the Turkish government 

to strengthen governance 

s t r u c t u r e s ,  i m p r o v e 

technical  capaci ty and 

advance sustainable mining 

development in our country.”

The minister, who also 

serves as Chairman of the 

Africa Minerals Strategy 

Group (AMSG), noted that 

re fo rms  in t roduced  in 

Nigeria's solid minerals 

sector over the past three 

years t ransformed the 

operating environment and 

made the sector  more 

a t t r a c t i v e  t o  g e n u i n e 

investors.

Respond ing,  Türk iye 's 

Minister of Energy and 

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s , 

A l p a r s l a n  B a y r a k t a r , 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  n e w 

partnership with Nigeria as 

strategic and timely, noting 

that global energy security 

“now demands stronger 

international cooperation 

and connectivity”.

Bayraktar commended the 

Nigerian government for the 

reforms and in i t iat ives 

already introduced in the 

so l id  m inera ls  sec to r, 

s t ress ing  tha t  Turk ish 

companies “are eager to 

invest” in Nigeria.

Former Governor of Abia 

S t a t e  a n d  S e n a t o r 

representing Abia North, 

Chief Orji Uzor Kalu, has 

appealed to Nigerians to 

remain patient with the 

economic reforms being 

imp lemented  by  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f 

Pres ident  Bola Ahmed 

Tinubu, descr ib ing the 

measures as necessary 

steps toward long-term 

economic recovery and 

national prosperity.

In his Eid-el-Kabir message 

released on Tuesday, the 

former Senate Chief Whip 

urged citizens not to lose 

faith in the country despite 

prevailing economic hardships, 

stressing that the reforms were 

aimed at rebuilding the economy 

and securing a more stable future 

for Nigerians.

Kalu acknowledged that the 

policies introduced by the Federal 

Government may be difficult in 

the short term, but insisted they 

were designed in the overall 

interest of the nation.

“The reforms may be painful 

today, but they are for good 

reasons and in the overall interest 

of Nigerians. I appeal to citizens 

to remain patient and supportive 

of the government as efforts are 

being made to rebui ld the 

economy and secure a better 

future for all,” he said.

The senator also used the 

occasion of the Salah celebration 

to preach national unity, peace 

and  re l i g i ous  t o l e rance , 

warn ing  aga ins t  d iv i s i ve 

t e n d e n c i e s  c a p a b l e  o f 

undermining the country's 

stability.

He maintained that Nigeria's 

economic growth would depend 

l a r g e l y  o n  p r o d u c t i v e 

investments, entrepreneurship 

and youth empowerment, 

urging the country to gradually 

move away from excessive 

c o n s u m p t i o n  t o w a r d  a 

production-based economy.

According to him, encouraging 

local production and investment 

would not only strengthen 

indigenous industries but also 

c r e a t e  e m p l o y m e n t 

opportunities for the growing 

youth population while reducing 

dependence on imports.

Kalu Urges Nigerians To Endure Tinubu’s Reforms 

Chief Kalu
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The Nigerian Employers' Consultative 

Association (NECA) has launched a 

policy brief to promote fair recruitment 

practices, workers' protection and a 

more structured migration framework.

The policy brief, unveiled during a 

dialogue on employer participation in 

l abour  m ig ra t ion  governance , 

positions NECA at the forefront of 

efforts to deepen private-sector 

involvement in shaping policies 

addressing labour mobility, skills 

development, and decent work 

standards.

Speaking at the event, stakeholders 

commended NECA for simplifying 

complex labour migration policies into 

a concise, accessible document that 

can guide employers, employees and 

migrant workers.

The Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) 

Focal Person on Migration, Eustace 

James, described the initiative as a 

major contribution to evidence-based 

governance of labour migration.

According to him, policy briefs help 

stakeholders who may not have time to 

study lengthy policy documents to 

u n d e r s t a n d  k e y  i s s u e s  a n d 

recommendations in a simplified 

format.

E u s t a c e  n o t e d  t h a t  N E C A ' s 

membership of the Social Partner 

A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e 

implementation of the National Policy 

on Labour Migration Governance and 

of the Technical Working Committee 

demonstrates its strategic relevance in 

shaping labour migration policies in 

Nigeria.

Also speaking, Employment and 

Migration Officer at the International 

Labour Organisation (ILO) country 

office in Nigeria, Austin Irame, said 

NECA's intervention was timely given 

the increasing movement of workers 

within and outside Nigeria.

He explained that the absence of 

effective regulations governing labour 

migration could expose workers to 

exp lo i ta t ion ,  poor  recru i tment 

p r a c t i c e s  a n d  u n f a i r  w o r k i n g 

conditions. 

NECA Charts
New Policy
Direction To
Ease Migration
Crisis
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The National Orientation Agency 

(NOA) has urged Nigerian children to 

uphold patriotism, discipline and moral 

values as the nation joins the global 

community to celebrate the 2026 

Children's Day.

The agency made the call in a 

statement issued on Tuesday by its 

Deputy Director of Communications 

and Media, Paul Odenyi, describing 

Nigerian children as the “hope, 

strength and future of the nation.”

Children's Day is celebrated annually 

in Nigeria on May 27 to honour 

children and draw attention to their 

welfare, rights and development, while 

NOA Urges Children To Embrace
Patriotism, Moral Values

NHEA Opens Online Voting For 2026 Awards Ceremony
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reinforcing the country's commitment 

to their protection and education.

According to the statement, the 

D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f  N O A 

congratulated Nigerian children on the 

occasion, stressing that the future of 

the country depends largely on the 

values and opportunities provided for 

young people today.

He noted that government, parents, 

teachers, religious institutions and the 

wider society all have important roles 

to play in raising responsible citizens.

“The future of our nation depends 

greatly on the values, education and 

opportunities we provide for our 

children today. Every child deserves 

access to quality education, safety, 

healthcare, guidance and a conducive 

environment to grow into responsible 

citizens,” the statement said.

The agency encouraged children 

across  the  count ry  to  remain 

committed to learning, discipline, 

patriotism and moral excellence in 

preparation for future leadership 

responsibilities.

NOA also warned young Nigerians 

against negative influences such as 

c r i m e ,  d r u g  a b u s e ,  c u l t i s m , 

cybercrime and violence, urging them 

instead to embrace integrity, hard 

work, creativity and national unity.

The agency reaffirmed its commitment 

to promoting civic responsibility and 

value reorientation among young 

people through public enlightenment 

p r o g r a m m e s  i n  s c h o o l s  a n d 

communities nationwide.

It  further commended parents, 

t e a c h e r s ,  c a r e g i v e r s  a n d 

development partners for their 

continued efforts in nurturing children 

despite prevailing socio-economic 

challenges.

“As we celebrate our children today, let 

us all renew our commitment to 

building a Nigeria where every child 

can dream, thrive and succeed 

regardless of background, ethnicity or 

religion,” the statement added.

The organizers of the Nigerian 

Healthcare Excellence Award (NHEA) 

have opened online voting for the 

2026 edition of the awards as the 

healthcare sector prepares for this 

year's ceremony aimed at recognizing 

excellence and innovation across 

Nigeria's healthcare industry.

The 2026 award categories would 

cover key sectors of the healthcare 

industry, including healthcare delivery 

services, diagnostics and laboratory 

medicine, health insurance, oncology, 

IVF services, biomedical technology, 

pharmaceutical manufacturing and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  p h y s i o t h e r a p y, 

healthcare innovation and healthcare 

media excellence.

In a statement signed by the Director 

of Marketing, Communication and 

Strategy for NHEA, Moses Braimah, 

t h e  o r g a n i s e r s  s a i d  t h e 

commencement of online voting 

marks the beginning of the final phase 

of public participation ahead of the 

award ceremony scheduled for June 

26, 2026.

According to the statement, the 

nominees emerged after an extensive 

nomination and screening process 

conducted by the NHEA Jury, with 

healthcare institutions, professionals, 

healthcare technology companies, 

d i a g n o s t i c s  p r o v i d e r s , 

pharmaceutical firms, HMOs and 

media organizations shortlisted 

across several categories.

The statement described the Nigerian 

Healthcare Excellence Award as a 

leading recognition platform within 

Nigeria's healthcare sector, noting 

tha t  i t  con t inues  to  spo t l i gh t 

organ izat ions and ind iv idua ls 

contributing to improved healthcare 

delivery, innovation, quality standards 

and patient outcomes in the country.

Speaking on the significance of the 

online voting process, Braimah said 
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1.African Institute of Driving Instructors and Road Safety professionals (ADRIP) - This will be an 

online Academy for the training of Driving School Instructors and Road Safety professionals.

2.Africa Road Transport Safety Summit and Exhibition (ARTSS EXPO) - The largest gathering of 

Researchers and Industry Leaders in Road Transport Safety featuring exhibitions of technology 

devices and Innovations.

3.Africa Safe School Volunteer Project (ASSVP) - A social responsibility project that members of 

DSSAA will get directly involved in their various countries which includes volunteering to control 

traffic and help Children cross the Road during school hours in schools, funding installation of STOP 

Road signs and marking of zebra crossings at school Intersections,as well as carrying out the training 

of children on Road Safety practices in schools.

4.Africa Road Safety Partnerships and Research board (ARSPARB)- A hub for the advancement of 

partnerships with development agencies, National Governments and corporations as well as a 

Research Faculty for Road Safety Research Projects.

DSSAA INITIATIVES AND CAUSES

Driving Schools and Safety Alliance Africa - DSSAA is Africa's premier Professional Association of 

Driving School Owners, Instructors,Driver Assessors and Road Safety professionals.

It is registered in the Gambia and UK with National offices in all the Capital cities in Africa.

DSSAA aims to bring all the critical stakeholders together to build the capacity of Driving School 

operators and support Road Safety through advocacy, public education, lobbying, fund raising, 

training and certification.

We are the promoters of various Road Transport Safety initiatives and programmes among which are 

the African Institute of Driving Instructors and Road Safety professionals (ADRIP), Africa Road 

Transport Safety Exhibition (ARTSS EXPO), Africa Safe school volunteer project (ASSVP) and the 

Africa Road Safety Partnership and Research board (ARSPARB) domiciled in our Overseas Office in 

Bournemouth United Kingdom.

Membership is open to Road Safety advocates all over the world.

About DSSAA 
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