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FAAN Clarifies: No Blanket Ban On
E-Hailing Services At Airports

Culled
The Federal Airports Authority of

Nigeria (FAAN) has clarified that it has
notimposed a blanket ban on e-hailing
services at Nigerian airports.

The authority said its recent initiative
was aimed at establishing an
operational framework to ensure
safety, security and accountability
among commercial transportation
operators within airport premises.
FAAN, in a statement issued by its
management, explained that the
initiative was not intended to restrict
passengers' transportation options or
undermine the operations of e-hailing
platforms such as Uber and Bolt.
According to the authority, airports are
highly regulated environments,
requiring all commercial
transportation services operating
within them to function under a
framework that provides adequate
visibility over their vehicles, drivers
and operations.

FAAN said the framework was

necessary to ensure that
transportation providers operating
within airport premises were
identifiable, accountable and properly
integrated into the airports'
operational and security systems.

The authority also clarified that its
ACHRAMS platform was not an e-
hailing application and was not
developed to compete with or
replicate the services offered by Uber,

Bolt or other mobility platforms.
Find Full Story In The Link

FA

FAAN

Culled

Vehicle dealers in Lagos have criticised
the Lagos State Vehicle Inspection
Service (VIS) over a viral video on the
enforcement of number plate regulations,
describing some of the claims made in the
footage as misleading and inconsistent
with existing laws governing trade licence
plates.

The dealers, under their union, reacted to
a recent enforcement operation by the
VIS targeting alleged violations of number
plate regulations by vehicle dealers
across the state.

In a statement, the union said the video
had created a false impression about the
legal framework regulating the use of
trade licence plates and sought to clarify
the provisions of the law.

According to the union, the relevant
regulations are contained in the Federal
Republic of Nigeria Official Gazette No.
15, Volume 110, dated January 23, 2023,
under the provisions of the Special Trade
Licence, Partlll, Section 26.

The union explained that the regulation

Vehicle Dealers Challenge Lagos VIS
Over Number Plate Enforcement

permits vehicle dealers to obtain trade
licences for use in specific business-
related circumstances. These include
moving vehicles from ports, rail stations or
other delivery points to dealerships,
testing vehicles after assembly or repair,
and allowing prospective buyers to test
vehicles before purchase.

The dealers further noted that the licence
also covers the transportation of new or
repaired vehicles in the normal course of
business, including delivery to customers.
However, the union acknowledged that
the regulations impose certain restrictions
on the use of trade licence plates. These
include prohibitions against carrying
passengers or goods for commercial
purposes, allowing unauthorised persons
to use vehicles under dealership, and
operating such vehicles between 6 p.m.
and6a.m.

While recognising these provisions, the
union argued that the restriction on
vehicle movement between 6 p.m. and 6
a.m. was outdated and incompatible with

current business realities.
Find Full Story In The Link

PRNigeria Fellows Commend FRSC Reforms,

Culled

Members of the PRNigeria Young
Communication Fellowship (PYCF)
have commended the Federal Road
Safety Corps (FRSC) for reforms they
said have improved operational
efficiency, embraced digital technology
and strengthened the agency's citizen-
focused approach.

The fellows made the commendation
during a courtesy visit and facility tour of
the FRSC headquarters in Abuja, where
they engaged the Corps Marshal, Shehu
Mohammed, on road safety, strategic
communication and behavioural
change.

Led by Samira Mohammed and
Chilakpu Zoe Chinemeremebere, the
delegation said the FRSC had recorded
significant progress under Mohammed's
leadership, particularly through policy
innovation, digital transformation and
improved personnel welfare.

They cited the introduction of a
paperless electronic document
management system, deployment of

body cameras for patrol officers and

LK

PRNigeria fellows visit to FRSC

Call For Stronger Road Safety Communication

expansion of rescue services as
reforms that have enhanced the
agency's operations and emergency
response on Nigerian highways.

The fellows also called for stronger and
more sustained public communication
on road safety, noting that effective
communication was critical to changing
risky behaviours among road users.
They further commended the FRSC for

receiving recognition in the Public Affairs
category at the 2026 National
Spokespersons Awards, describing the
award as an acknowledgement of the
agency's communication and
institutional reforms.

Responding, Mohammed disclosed that
nearly 5,000 Nigerians die annually in
road traffic crashes, with about 80 per
centof the victims below the age of 30.

He therefore called for greater emphasis
on prevention, public education and
behavioural change, stressing that
enforcement alone could not address the
country's road safety challenges.

According to him, social and economic
factors, including poverty, low literacy
and limited access to affordable
transportation, often influence risky

behaviour among road users.
Find Full Story In The Link
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Wike Orders Demolition Of 30 Illegal
Buildings On Abuja Road Corridor

Master Plan.

Police Reactivate Operation Velvet To
Tackle Traffic Violations In Ogun

Culled

The Minister of the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT), Nyesom Wike, has
ordered the immediate demolition of
about 30 buildings allegedly
constructed illegally along the Ring
Road Il corridor in the Karsana area of
Abuja.

Wike issued the directive on Thursday
while inspecting the ongoing
construction of the Arterial Road N16,
linking Ring Road Il to Ring Road IlI.
The acting Executive Secretary of the
Federal Capital Development
Authority (FCDA), Richard Dauda,
informed the minister that the affected
structures had encroached on the
designated corridor of the road
project.

Reacting to the development, Wike
directed the Department of
Development Control to demolish the
structures immediately, stressing that
illegal developments would not be
allowed to obstruct critical
infrastructure or undermine the Abuja

“We'll have to demolish this right now.
How can it be like this? It's a road and
not alayout,” the minister said.

Wike described the Arterial Road N16
project as a major infrastructure
development and expressed
confidence that it would be completed
by December.

The minister also inspected the
ongoing construction of the five-
kilometre Zaudna-Kaba-Kagini Road

and a Magistrate Court project in Garki.
Find Full Story In The Link

Wike

Culled

The Ogun State Police Command has
reactivated Operation VELVET across
the state's 20 local government areas to
intensify enforcement of traffic
regulations and improve road safety.

The operation, directed by the Inspector-
General of Police, Olatunji Rilwan Disu, is
aimed at curbing ftraffic violations that
endanger motorists and other road users,
as well as activities that could create
security risks along major highways and
transit corridors.

According to a statement issued by the
command on Thursday, the enforcement
will focus on offences including driving
against traffic, reckless and dangerous
driving, unauthorised use of emergency
sirens, and the use of missing, altered or
concealed vehicle registration plates.
Other violations targeted under the
operation include driving without a valid
licence, overloading of vehicles and
indiscriminate parking that obstructs the
free flow of traffic.

The Commissioner of Police, Ogun State

Command, Bode Ojajuni, directed Area
Commanders, Divisional Police Officers
and heads of operational units to ensure
effective implementation of the exercise
intheir respective areas.

Ojajuni also ordered that all personnel
deployed for the operation be adequately
briefed and closely supervised to ensure
that enforcement is conducted
professionally and in accordance with
citizens' fundamental rights.

He warned officers against abusing the
exercise, stressing that Operation
VELVET must not be used as a cover for
extortion, illegal detention, harassment or
unauthorised impoundment of vehicles
and documents.

The commissioner further stated that
officers found engaging in bribery,
intimidation or other forms of professional
misconduct would face disciplinary action
under existing police regulations.

He also warned supervisory officers that
they would be held responsible for the
conduct of personnel under their

command.
Find Full Story In The Link

Tinubu Commends Fubara As Shettima
Inaugurates 33.5km Rivers Dual Carriageway

Culled

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu has
commended Rivers State Governor,
Siminalayi Fubara, for completing the
33.5-kilometre Elele-Egbeda-Omoku
dual carriageway, describing the
project as a major boost to economic
activities and developmentin the state.
Vice President Kashim Shettima gave
the commendation on Thursday while
inaugurating the road on behalf of the
President.

Shettima said the completion of the
road would create new opportunities
for communities along the corridor by
improving connectivity, reducing
transportation costs and facilitating the
movement of agricultural produce and
goods to larger markets.

He also recalled the poor condition of
the road in the past, noting that deep
gullies, a deteriorating carriageway
and security challenges had made
travelling along the route difficult and
discouraged motorists from usingit.
According to him, the transformation of
the route into a modern dual

Governor Fubara, President Tinubu

carriageway demonstrates the
importance of continuity in governance
and aligns with the Tinubu
administration's Renewed Hope
Agenda.

Shettima described roads as “the most
democratic instruments of
development”, noting that their benefits
extend to farmers, traders, workers,
students and patients.

He urged residents of the benefiting

communities to protect the road from
vandalism, reckless use and other
activities capable of shortening its
lifespan.

Speaking at the inauguration,
Governor Fubara said the project
would significantly improve security,
stimulate economic activities and
reconnect communities across lkwerre,
Emohua and Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni
Local GovernmentAreas.

Fubara said the corridor had previously
been associated with kidnapping and
oil bunkering because of its poor
condition and difficult terrain.

He expressed confidence that the
improved road, coupled with street
lighting along its entire length, would
make it more difficult for criminals to
operate while enabling security
agencies to respond more effectively.
“It is a corridor for kidnapping, a big
corridor for bunkering, and | am
convinced that with what we have done
today, those things will be in the past,”
the governor said.

Fubara added that the project, which
includes a 99-metre bridge at the
Ubimini axis, would improve movement
and provide a safer environment for
residents and travellers, particularly at
night.

The Commissioner for Works, Prof.
Temple Nwofor, said the project
covered approximately 33.5 kilometres
and included road construction and
rehabilitation, drainage works, culverts

and streetlights.
Find Full Story In The Link
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Balanﬁl Residents Reject Claims Of

Road
Culled

Residents of Balanga Local Government
Area of Gombe State have rejected
claims that the area has been neglected
in the implementation of the state
government's 1,100-kilometre road
network initiative.

A Gombe-based social commentator,
Hon. Aminu Turaki, stated this on
Thursday while reacting to comments
attributed to Abuja-based politician, 1G
Wala, concerning the road projects of
Governor Muhammadu Inuwa Yahaya.
Turaki urged critics of the administration
to assess government projects based on
verifiable facts and evidence rather than
selective figures.

He said residents of Balanga were in the
best position to evaluate the impact of the
road projects, having directly witnessed
and used the infrastructure.

“Balanga LGA cannot honestly be
presented as a victim of road neglect
under Danmajen Gombe,” he said.
According to him, major road

interventions in the area include the

eglect In Gombe

Talasse—Dong—Junge—Reme—-Degri,
Bambam-Kutare—-Mwona and
Billiri-Dogon Ruwa-Bakassi—Gelengu
corridors.

He said the projects had improved
connectivity and facilitated the
movement of farmers, traders and
residents across several communities.
Turaki also faulted the use of cumulative
budget allocations to assess the
implementation of the 1,100-kilometre
road initiative, noting that such figures

Id incl funding for several other
could include funding for, sgyera) ofher,

Governor Inuwa

Culled Protesters
Residents and motorists using theDemand

Benin-Agbor Bypass in Edo State have

protested the deplorable condition of the Urgent

road, calling on the government to °

urgently commence rehabilitation works. Repalrs Of

The protesters, who gathered along the Benin_Agb Or

bypass on Thursday, expressed

frustration over the muddy andBypaSS

congested state of the road, which they ,
_ - “We dey live Agbor Road Bypass. No
said had made movement difficult for _ .
_ _ going, no coming. Everywhere close. We
motorists and residents. .
_ don spend like four hours here,” the
In videos from the protest, some ) i
resident said.
demonstrators appealed to the ) )
. The protest comes amid growing
government, particularly the Federal N .
. . concerns over the condition of major
Government, to intervene and fix the _ i .
_ roads in Edo State, with residents and
road. One of the protesters said, “APC, )
road users repeatedly calling for
we no dey collect money. Make una do ) )
] governmentintervention.
our road for us. Tinubu, we no need )
Meanwhile, the Edo State Government
money, make una do our road for us.” .
recently announced plans to rehabilitate

Okhun Road, off Upper Siluko Road,

Benin City, following the failure of

The protesters also chanted, “All we are
saying, give us good road,” as vehicles,

including heavy-duty trucks, struggled to )
. _ portions of the road.
navigate the affected sections. )
_ _ - The state government said Governor
A resident said the condition of the
_ Monday Okpebholo had approved funds
bypass had severely disrupted o ]
_ for the rehabilitation, while the Deputy
movement, noting that commuters were ) )
. _ _ Governor, Dennis ldahosa, confirmed
spending several hours in traffic.
that the procurement process for the

Find Full Story In The Link

LAAC Conference To Tackle Revenue

Demands, Sustainable Aviation Growth

LAAC

The League of Airport and Aviation
Correspondents (LAAC) will, on September
10, convene key stakeholders in Nigeria's
aviation industry to deliberate on how to
balance government revenue generation
with the need for sustainable growth and
competitiveness in the sector.

The 30th Annual LAAC Conference,
scheduled to hold in Lagos, will focus on the
theme, “Towards a Sustainable Aviation
Industry: Balancing Government Revenue
Demands with Sector Growth.”

The conference is expected to attract the
Minister of Aviation and Aerospace
Development, Festus Keyamo (SAN),

government officials, regulators,
airline operators, airport managers,
financial institutions, investors,
aviation professionals, labour unions
and other stakeholders across the
aviation value chain.

According to the conference
committee, the theme was informed
by growing fiscal pressures in the
aviation sector and the need to
ensure that government revenue
policies do not undermine the
viability and competitiveness of
airlines and other aviation
businesses.

The committee said the forum would
examine the impact of multiple
charges on airlines and other
operators, rising aviation fuel costs,
foreign exchange challenges, aircraft
acquisition and maintenance, airport
infrastructure, regulatory
effectiveness and the wider
contribution of aviation to the
Nigerian economy.

It added that stakeholders would also
explore ways of expanding

government revenue from the sector
without imposing excessive financial
burdens that could weaken
operators, discourage investment,
increase airfares or limit air
connectivity.

Areas expected to receive attention
include increased passenger traffic,
cargo development, tourism, airport
commercialisation, maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO), aircraft
leasing and other emerging
opportunities within the aviation
value chain.

Chairman of LAAC, Suleiman Idris,
described the conference as a
significant milestone for the
association, saying it would provide
an opportunity for the aviation media
to facilitate constructive dialogue on
issues affecting the future of the
industry.

ldris said the media had a
responsibility not only to report
developments in the sector but also
to create platforms for policymakers
and industry players to engage in
meaningful discussions aimed at

addressing persistent challenges.

He stressed that sustainable growth
would require a balance between
government's legitimate revenue
objectives and the financial capacity
of aviation businesses to operate,
invest and remain competitive.

“The aviation industry cannot grow
sustainably if the operators are
overburdened, just as government
cannot abandon its legitimate
responsibility to generate revenue,”
he said.

“What is required is a balanced and
sustainable framework that allows
government to earn revenue while
giving aviation businesses sufficient
room to grow, invest and remain
competitive.”

Similarly, Chairman of the
conference committee, Wole
Shadare, said the forum would seek
to move discussions beyond
identifying the challenges facing the
industry to developing practical
recommendations capable of
supporting policy formulation and

implementation.
Find Full Story In The Link
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Lagos Police Uncover Vandals’ Tunnel Along
Coastal Highway, Arrest 39 Suspects

Culled

The Lagos State Police Command has
uncovered a tunnel allegedly used by
suspected vandals to conceal stolen
infrastructure materials along the
Lagos-Calabar Coastal Highway.

The discovery was made during an
intelligence-led operation targeting the
growing vandalism of public
infrastructure in the state. Police
authorities said the operation also led to
the recovery of vandalised iron materials
and the arrest of 10 suspects linked to
attacks on the coastal highway.

The development was disclosed at a
joint briefing involving the Lagos State
Commissioner of Police, CP Tijani Fatai,
and officials of the Federal Ministry of
Works.

Representing the Minister of Works,
David Umahi, the Federal Controller of
Works in Lagos, Olufemi Dare, said
vandals had stolen about 1,800
concrete manhole covers, one kilometre
of Clear View security fencing and 75

CP Tijani Fatai

directional road signs
from the coastal
highway between
January and August.

According to him, the
criminals reportedly
broke the concrete
manhole covers to
extract the reinforcing

iron embedded in them,
while sections of the
security fencing and
road signs were also
removed.

Dare said the discovery
of the underground
tunnel demonstrated the

extent to which criminal

elements had infiltrated
the construction corridor,
with the facility allegedly
being used as a storage
point for materials
removed from the
project.

He conveyed the
Federal Government's

commendation to the Lagos Police Command
and officers deployed to protect the coastal
highway, saying the government had
intensified efforts to prevent further attacks on
the multi-billion-naira project.

The Lagos-Calabar Coastal Highway is a 700-
kilometre federal road project designed to
connect several coastal states and improve
transportation, connectivity and economic
activities along the corridor.

Speaking on the arrests, Fatai said 10
suspects were apprehended on August 17
following sustained intelligence operations
over repeated acts of vandalism along the
highway.

He said vandalised iron materials were
recovered from the suspects, who had also
made statements to investigators regarding
their alleged involvement.

The police commissioner disclosed that the
crackdown extended to the Third Mainland
Bridge, where a 28-year-old suspect,
Chidiebere Ochiri, was arrested for allegedly
stealing government-installed CCTV cables,

copper wires and iron fittings.
Find Full Story In The Link

New Airbus Aircraft Boosts Ibom Air

Expansion, Aviation Growth - Eno

Governor Umo Eno

Akwa Ibom State Governor, Umo Eno, has
described the acquisition of a new Airbus
A220-300 aircraft by Ibom Air as a major
milestone in his administration's efforts to
expand the state-owned airline and strengthen
the state's aviation industry.

Eno, who spoke with journalists shortly after
arriving at Ibom International Airport, Uyo, said
the latest acquisition demonstrated the
administration's commitment to sustained
investmentin the aviation sector.

According to him, the new aircraft is the third
Airbus acquired since he assumed office in
2023, while two additional aircraft have been
fully paid for, bringing the total number of

aircraft acquired or fully paid for
under his administration to five.

“The new aircraft speaks volumes,
not just for Ibom Air, but for Akwa
Ibom State as we seek to expand the
airline. It shows consistency,” the
governor said.

He also disclosed that work on the
state's Aviation Village, particularly
the Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) facility, was nearing
completion.

Eno said the completion and full
operation of the aviation ecosystem
would create employment
opportunities, generate foreign
exchange and contribute to the
state's Gross Domestic Product.
“When all of this ecosystem begins to
function the way it should, you will
see the jobs it is going to create, the
foreign exchange earnings it is going
to bring and, of course, the effect on
our GDP as a state,” he said.

The governor expressed optimism
that the investments would ultimately
improve the standard of living of

residents and deliver tangible
benefits to the people.

The latest aircraft acquisition follows
Eno's recent visit to Montreal,
Canada, where he led a state
delegation for the pre-delivery
inspection of Ibom Air's third Airbus
A220-300.

The brand-new aircraft is expected to
arrive at Victor Attah International
Airport, Uyo, by the end of August,
increasing |bom Air's fleet to 10
aircraft.

The aircraft is expected to provide
additional capacity, support the
airline's network expansion and
improve air connectivity within
Nigeria and beyond.

Meanwhile, Eno has urged Akwa
Ibom residents to reject divisive
rhetoric and embrace peace and
unity, saying collective development
remains critical to the state's
progress.

Reacting to comments attributed to
some youth groups from the Oro and
Ibibio areas, the governor said his

administration had continued to
promote the “Akwa lbom United”
mantra by ensuring equitable
development across the state's 31
local government areas.

He maintained that his administration
had worked with people from
different parts of the state without
discrimination, including in the
composition of his cabinet and key
government appointments.

Eno warned against attempts to
create divisions among the people,
stressing that Akwa Ibom, as a
minority state, could only achieve
meaningful development through
unity and peaceful coexistence.

He urged residents to ignore divisive
narratives, lower the rhetoric and
remain focused on the development
of the state.

The governor said the
administration's commitment to
peace would also be reflected in the
state's annual Christmas Carol,
which will be held under the theme,

“Peace on Earth, Goodwill to Men.”
Find Full Story In The Link
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