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LagRide has accelerated the 

expansion of its driver network, 

deploying 185 new Captains within 

two  weeks ,  as  the 

L a g o s  m o b i l i t y 

c o m p a n y  t a r g e t s 

another 1,000 drivers 

amid major changes in 

Nigeria's ride-hailing 

market following Uber's 

exit.

The company deployed 

1 0 0  C a p t a i n s  t w o 

weeks ago, followed by 

another 85 Captains in 

its latest deployment, 

m a r k i n g  o n e  o f 

L a g R i d e ' s  m o s t 

The Federal Ministry of 

Works has stepped up 

remedial interventions 

on critical sections of 

major highways in Edo 

a n d  D e l t a  s t a t e s 

following an inspection 

o f  o n g o i n g 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d 

emergency  r epa i r 

w o r k s  a l o n g  t h e 

B e n i n – A s a b a  a n d 

Benin–Sapele–Effur

un corridors, as well 

as the First Niger 

Bridge.

T h e  i n s p e c t i o n , 

c o n d u c t e d  l a s t 

The  Ben in -Asaba 

Expressway Conce-

s s i o n  C o m p a n y 

Limited (BAECC) has 

appealed to motorists 

and  commun i t i es 

along the Benin-Asaba 

corridor to be patient 

with the difficult ies 

caused by ongoing 

reconstruction of the 

125-kilometre highway.

The company's Chief 

Execut ive Officer, 

Samuel Daramola, 

made the appeal in a 

s t a t e m e n t  o n 

Monday, assuring 
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strike by commercial 

b u s  d r i v e r s  o v e r 

a l leged pers is tent 

e x t o r t i o n  b y  l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d 

transport regulatory 

agencies.

The development 

disrupted transpor-

t a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s 

a l o n g  t h e  b u s y 

c o r r i d o r  a s 

commercial buses, popularly 

known as danfos, withdrew 

t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  l e a v i n g 

passengers searching for 

a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  o f 
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Commuters travelling along the Iyana-

Ipaja/Iyana-Iba axis of Lagos were left 

stranded on Monday following a strike 

by commercial bus drivers over alleged 

persistent extortion by law enforcement 

and transport regulatory agencies.

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  d i s r u p t e d 

transportation activities along the busy 

cor r idor  as  commerc ia l  buses, 

popularly known as danfos, withdrew 

their services, leaving passengers 

searching for alternative means of 

transportation.

The drivers reportedly embarked on the 

industrial action to protest what they 

described as incessant demands for 

money by officials of the Lagos State 

Tr a ffi c  M a n a g e m e n t  A u t h o r i t y 

(LASTMA), the Nigeria Police Force, 

the Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) 

and members of the National Union of 

Road Transport Workers (NURTW), 

popularly referred to as agberos.

The dr ivers, who spoke on the 

development, expressed frustration 

over what they described as the 

increasing financial burden associated 

with operating on the route.

According to them, alleged extortion by 

o ffi c i a l s  h a d  b e c o m e  a  d a i l y 

occurrence, making it increasingly 

difficult for them to make reasonable 

returns from their businesses.

One of the major complaints raised by 

the drivers was the alleged frequent 

impoundment of their vehicles by 

LASTMA officials.

Culled

Lagos Commuters Stranded As Danfo
Drivers Protest Alleged Extortion

The Nigeria Civil Aviation Authority 

(NCAA) has disclosed that domestic 

airlines recorded 4,765 delayed flights 

and 36 cancellations in August 2026, 

with Air Peace and United Nigeria 

Airlines accounting for the highest 

number of delays during the period.

The figures were contained in the 

NCAA's summary of domestic airline 

flight disruption operations released on 

Sunday.

According to the report, the airlines 

covered in the assessment operated a 

combined 7,961 flights in August, out of 

which 4,765 were delayed, representing 

approximately 59.9 per cent of the total 

operations recorded.

Air Peace recorded the highest number 

of delayed flights, with 1,330 delays out 

of 1,864 operations, representing about 

71.4 per cent of its flights.

United Nigeria Airlines followed with 943 

delayed flights from 1,231 operations, 

giving the airline a delay rate of 

approximately 76.6 per cent. It also 

recorded eight cancellations, the highest 

number among the airlines listed.

Enugu Air recorded 582 delays out of 878 

flights, while ValueJet had 435 delayed 

flights from 767 operations.

Other airlines affected included Ibom Air, 

which recorded 254 delays from 560 

operations; Aero, 246 from 469; Rano 

Air, 216 from 503; Max Air, 204 from 336; 

and Arik, 188 from 301 operations.

Overland recorded 139 delayed flights 

from 239 operations, while Green Africa 

had 114 delays from 226 flights.

Umza Air recorded the lowest proportion 

of delays among the operating carriers, 

with 52 delayed flights out of 403 

operations, representing approximately 

12.9 per cent.

The NCAA data further showed that the 

majority of the delays lasted between 16 

minutes and one hour, accounting for 

2,801 of the 4,765 delayed flights.

A total of 1,322 flights were delayed for 

between one and two hours, while 407 

experienced delays lasting between two 

and three hours.

Culled
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T h e  B e n i n - A s a b a  E x p r e s s w a y 

Concession Company Limited (BAECC) 

has  appea led  to  motor is ts  and 

communities along the Benin-Asaba 

corridor to be patient with the difficulties 

caused by ongoing reconstruction of the 

125-kilometre highway.

The company's Chief Executive Officer, 

Samuel Daramola, made the appeal in a 

statement on Monday, assuring road 

users that efforts were underway to 

accelerate permanent construction 

works as weather conditions improve.

Daramola acknowledged the hardship 

currently being experienced by motorists 

and residents along the corridor, but said 

the company remained committed to 

delivering a durable and safe road 

despite the challenges associated with 

reconstructing a heavily travelled 

highway while maintaining traffic flow.

He said BAECC was implementing 

palliative measures on difficult sections 

to reduce the impact of the construction 

on road users while permanent works 

continue.

“We recognise the inconvenience that 

motorists and communities have 

experienced, and we do not take their 

concerns lightly,” Daramola said.

“Our responsibility is not only to build 

the permanent road but also to do 

everything reasonably possible to keep 

people moving while construction is 

taking place.”

According to him, the project is being 

Benin-Asaba Road: Concessionaire Appeals
For Patience, Promises Faster Reconstruction

Local Transport News

executed under a 36-month construction 

p rog ramme cove r i ng  ex tens i ve 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  e x p a n s i o n , 

ea r t hwo rks ,  d ra i nage  sys tems , 

pavement construction, culverts, traffic 

management and the installation of 

production facilities.

He said substantial work had already 

been carried out on various sections of 

the highway, including earthworks and 

subgrade preparation, drainage and 

culvert construction, asphalt and binder-

course works, as well as carriageway 

expansion.

The concessionaire also disclosed that 

asphalt plants, concrete batching plants, 

paving equipment, concrete mould 

plants, Wet Mix Macadam plants and 

other specialised construction machinery 

had been mobilised to the project.
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Find Full Story In e Link

September 15th, 2026.

Find Full Story In e Link

Lagos Danfo 

e Benin-Asaba bad road

GTe-Newspaper



4thelandmarkinfo.com.ng |         Global Transportation E- Reports |        Global_GTE fSeptember 15th, 2026.

Place
YOUR 

ON THIS PAGE
ADVERTS 

CALL:
08062323508

PLACE YOUR
ADVERTS HERE

and
AUTOMATICALLY

ON OUR
NEWS LINKS

@
LOWEST RATE EVER!!!

CALL:
08062323508

Advert Space

GTe-Newspaper



thelandmarkinfo.com.ng |         Global Trasnportation E- Reports |        Global_GTE 

The Federal Airports Authority of 

Nigeria (FAAN) has commenced 

moves to overhaul the operational and 

regulatory framework governing air 

cargo activities at Nigerian airports, as 

part of efforts to improve efficiency, 

increase revenue and strengthen the 

sector's contribution to the nation's 

economic growth.

The authority said the initiative would 

involve stronger collaboration with 

licensed customs agents and other 

stakeholders across the cargo value 

chain, as well as the deployment of 

biometric identification, digital systems 

and improved infrastructure at airport 

cargo facilities.

The development was disclosed at a 

stakeholders' engagement organised 

by the FAAN Directorate of Cargo 

Development and Services in Lagos, 

where officials and licensed customs 

agents discussed challenges affecting 

cargo operat ions and poss ib le 

measures to improve service delivery.

Culled

FAAN Unveils New Framework To
Boost Air Cargo Operations, Revenue

The Nigerian National Petroleum 

Company Limited has announced plans 

to increase gas supply to operators in the 

Compressed Natural Gas value chain as 

part of efforts to cushion Nigerians from 

the impact of rising petrol prices.

The Executive Vice President, Gas, 

Power and New Energy, NNPC Ltd, 

Olalekan Ogunleye, disclosed this in 

Bangkok, Thailand, on the sidelines of 

the 2026 Gas Technology Exhibition and 

Conference, Gastech.

Ogunleye said the company was working 

with upstream gas producers and other 

stakeholders to increase supplies to the 

domestic market, with CNG operators 

receiving particular attention.

He explained that the move was 

intended to ensure that investors in CNG 

stations, mini-LNG plants and other gas-

based projects had access to sufficient 

feedstock to sustain their operations.

According to him, the Gas Master Plan 

launched on January 30, 2026, was 

already recording progress, with about 

Culled

NNPC Moves To Boost Gas Supply For
CNG Operators Amid High Petrol Prices
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L a g R i d e  h a s  a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e 

expansion of its driver network, 

deploying 185 new Captains within two 

weeks, as the Lagos mobility company 

targets another 1,000 drivers amid 

major changes in Nigeria's ride-hailing 

market following Uber's exit.

The company deployed 100 Captains 

two weeks ago, followed by another 85 

Captains in its latest deployment, 

marking one of LagRide's most 

s i g n i fi c a n t  p e r i o d s  o f  d r i v e r 

mobilisation and signalling a sharp 

increase in the pace of its expansion.

The latest 85 Captains were inducted 

under the third phase of LagRide's 

Driver-to-Ownership programme, 

which combines professional driver 

development, access to vehicles and a 

structured pathway towards eventual 

vehicle ownership.

Speaking during the latest deployment 

ceremony, Executive Director of 

LagRide, Mrs Mildred Ekanem, urged 

the newly inducted Captains to uphold 

professional ism, discipl ine and 

LagRide Deploys 185 Captains In Two Weeks,
Targets 1,000 More As Uber Exits Nigeria

FAAN    

Culled

excellent customer service, stressing 

that they represent both the LagRide 

brand and Lagos State whenever they 

are on the road.

She described the rapid deployment as 

part of LagRide's broader plan to build a 

large pool of professionally trained 

drivers while creating opportunities for 

Nigerians to progress from operating 

vehicles to owning them.

The expansion comes at a significant 

moment for Nigeria's ride-hailing 

industry. With Uber exiting the Nigerian 

market, competition is shifting towards 

platforms capable of combining 

technology with vehicle access, driver 

development and business models 

adapted to local operating conditions.

According to Ekanem, LagRide's 

Driver-to-Ownership initiative operates 

in two stages. New entrants begin with 

a rental  programme, operat ing 

Speaking at the meeting, the Regional 

General Manager, South West Airports, 

FAAN, Tokunbo Arewa, said the 

authority was committed to maintaining 

regular engagements with stakeholders 

to obtain feedback and address 

operational concerns.

Arewa explained that the meeting was 

specifical ly designed to provide 

customs agents with an opportunity to 

raise concerns over charges paid to 

FAAN and the quality of services 

provided at the airports.

Local Transport News

LagRide
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LagRide vehicles under a weekly rental 

arrangement.

After a minimum of 90 days of 

consistent performance, Captains who 

meet operat ional,  revenue and 

behavioural standards become eligible 

for the Drive-to-Own scheme.

S u c c e s s f u l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  a s s e s s e d  i n 

collaboration with partner financial 

institutions, including United Bank for 

Africa (UBA), before being allocated 

brand-new LagRide vehicles under a 

structured ownership arrangement.

"Beyond providing jobs, we are 

building entrepreneurs and future 

vehicle owners. We want every 

Captain to see professional driving as a 

respected career with opportunities for 

long-term financial independence," 

Ekanem said.

With 185 Captains deployed in just two 

weeks, Ekanem said LagRide is 

maintaining the momentum of its 

recru i tment  programme and is 

targeting 1,000 additional Captains as 

it scales its operations.

791 million standard cubic feet of 

incremental gas supply achieved by the 

end of August.

He said the volume represented about 

17 per cent of the Federal Government's 

target of delivering 4.6 billion standard 

cubic feet of additional gas supply 

between the end of 2025 and 2030.

“The job is on. But more importantly, the 

government and the leadership of NNPC 

have taken adequate steps to ensure 

that anyone today that invests in the 

CNG value chain gets the gas they 

require,” Ogunleye said.

He added that domestic gas delivery 

obligations were being enforced to 

ensure that CNG and other gas-related 

investments received the required 

supplies.

Ogunleye said the CNG market had 

significant implications for the wider 

economy, particularly transportation and 

agriculture, noting that greater use of 

gas-powered vehicles could reduce the 

cost of transporting farm produce and 

other goods across the country.

September 15th, 2026.GTe-Newspaper
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Residents and stakeholders of Ikem 

community in Isi-Uzo Local Government 

Area of Enugu State have pledged their 

support for Governor Peter Mbah, 

President Bola Tinubu and other 

candidates of the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) ahead of the 2027 

elections.

The community made the declaration 

during an APC campaign visit to Ward 1, 

Ikem Uno, as part of the party's 

mobilisation activities for the forthcoming 

local government elections.

The stakeholders commended Governor 

M b a h  f o r  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 

infrastructure projects across the state, 

particularly the ongoing construction of 

the Owo-Neke-Ikem road.

They, however, appealed to the governor 

to initiate the construction of another 

major road linking several communities 

in Ikem with the boundary between 

Enugu and Benue states.

An APC stakeholder and supporter of the 

party's chairmanship candidate, Dr Dave 

Nnamani, urged Governor Mbah to 

collaborate with the incoming Isi-Uzo 

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  C o u n c i l 

administration to execute the proposed 

project.

According to Nnamani, the road would 

begin from Ukwumango and pass 

through Ikem Ogor, Ikem Nkwo, Ashiebo, 

Odobido Ikem, Odenigbo and Eha-

Amufu before terminating at Ahube 

Water, which he described as the Enugu-

Benue boundary under Legal Notice 126 

of 1954.

Culled
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APM Terminals Apapa has announced 

plans to transport 60 per cent of its export 

containers by rail as part of measures to 

improve cargo evacuation and reduce 

bottlenecks in Nigeria's export logistics 

chain.

The terminal also disclosed plans to 

commence round-the-clock barge 

operations at its dedicated Finger Jetty in 

the fourth quarter of 2026, providing 

additional capacity for the movement of 

import and export containers.

The company made this known at the 

third edition of its Exporters Forum, 

themed “Exports – Voice of Customers 

Forum,”  which brought  together 

exporters, shipping lines, logistics 

operators, regulators, academics and 

other stakeholders in the maritime 

sector.

Head of Commercial, APM Terminals 

Apapa, Kayode Olufemi-Daniel, said the 

fo rum was a imed a t  ident i fy ing 

challenges affecting the export process 

and developing practical solutions with 

industry stakeholders.

He said the terminal was taking a 

collaborative approach to addressing 

delays and improving the flow of export 

cargo from the point of origin to the port.

According to him, the objective was to 

understand the difficulties experienced 

by exporters, identify the root causes and 

jointly develop an action plan capable of 

improving export volumes and efficiency.

Olufemi-Daniel said APM Terminals 

would also expand its barge operations 

through the Finger Jetty, which is 

expected to operate 24 hours daily from 

the fourth quarter.

He explained that the facility would 

handle both incoming and outgoing 

containers, allowing exporters to move 

cargo into the terminal while importers 

could evacuate containers and return 

empty containers around the clock.

APM
Terminals
Targets 60% 
Export Cargo 
Movement 
By Rail
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A concerned citizen from Eti-Osa Local 

Government Area of Lagos State, Ismaila Alimi, 

has raised the alarm over an al leged 

confrontation between officials of the Lagos 

State Government and a Federal Government 

task force operating along parts of the Lagos 

Coastal Road.

Alimi, in a statement dated September 10, 

2026, alleged that Lagos State officials had 

attempted to obstruct the activities of the 

Federal Government task force responsible for 

the recovery and protection of Federal landed 

properties and enforcement of the approved 

setback for the Lagos-Calabar Coastal 

Highway.

He called on President Bola Tinubu to 

intervene in the matter, warning that the 

alleged confrontation could have wider 

implications for relations between the 

Federal Government and Lagos State.

According to Alimi, officials allegedly 

involved in the development included 

CSP Shola Jejeloye of the Lagos State 

Rapid Response Squad; CSP Tayo 

Akerele of the Lagos State Task Force; 

Dr Jide Abiodun, Special Adviser to the 

G o v e r n o r  o n  e G I S  a n d  U r b a n 

Development; and Bldr. Omolola 

Florence Gbaye of the Lagos State 

Building Control Agency, among others.

He alleged that the situation arose 

following the Federal Government's 

position that the Lagos-Calabar Coastal 

H i g h w a y  r e m a i n e d  a  F e d e r a l 

infrastructure project, with Federal 

authorities responsible for issues 

relating to survey coordination, Federal 

r e s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  r i g h t - o f - w a y 

enforcement.

Alimi claimed that on September 4, 

officials of the Lagos State Government, 

accompanied by a large contingent of 

police officers, visited locations around 

Kuramo, Victoria Island, Mayegun 

Coastal Road and Ilasan in Eti-Osa, 

where the Federal task force was 

carrying out its activities.

He further alleged that the officials 

searched for the head of the Federal 

task force, identified as Mr Boomelin, 

purportedly with the intention of 

arresting or intimidating him.

He also claimed that personnel 

attached to the Office of the Surveyor-

General of the Federation were 

threatened during the incident.

According to him, the Lagos officials 

allegedly returned to some of the 

properties on September 7, forcibly 

entered portions of the land and erected 

real-estate billboards despite the 

presence of the Federal task force and 

its security personnel.

Alimi said the allegations, if established, 

w o u l d  c o n s t i t u t e  m o r e  t h a n  a 

conventional land dispute, arguing that 

they could raise questions about the 

respective constitutional powers of the 

Federal and Lagos State governments.

He questioned who authorised the 

deployment of armed police personnel 

to properties under Federal protection 

and who approved the alleged attempt 

to arrest or intimidate members of the 

Federal task force.

He also sought clarification over alleged 

claims by a senior Lagos State official 

that the Federal Government had no 

land in Lagos and that Federal land was 

vested in the state governor.

Alimi said such a position, if accurately 

reported, required clarification from the 

relevant authorities.

He exp la ined  tha t  the  Federa l 

Government's intervention in the 

affected areas was reportedly linked to 

c o n c e r n s  o v e r  e n c r o a c h m e n t , 

unauthorised allocations, questionable 

documentation, multiple claims of 

ownership, fraudulent transactions, 

land grabbing and al leged poor 

management of government assets.

He said any suspected irregularities 

should be investigated and verified 

through the appropriate authorities 

rather than being allowed to escalate 

into confrontation between government 

institutions.

Concerned Citizen Raises Alarm Over
Alleged FG-Lagos Clash On Coastal Road

Find Full Story In e Link
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President Bola Tinubu

Federal Taskforce

Enugu Community Backs Mbah, Tinubu,
Demands Road To Benue
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The Federal Ministry of Works has 

stepped up remedial interventions on 

critical sections of major highways in Edo 

and Delta states following an inspection 

of ongoing construction and emergency 

repair works along the Benin–Asaba and 

Benin–Sapele–Effurun corridors, as well 

as the First Niger Bridge.

The inspec t ion ,  conduc ted  las t 

weekend, involved officials of the 

Federal Ministry of Works, the Niger 

Del ta Development  Commission 

(NDDC) ,  con t rac to rs  and  o ther 

s takeholders who assessed the 

condition of the affected infrastructure 

and reviewed the progress of ongoing 

interventions.

The Federal Controller of Works in Delta 

State, Engr. Prince Oliseh, who led the 

m in i s t r y ' s  de lega t i on ,  sa id  t he 

interventions were designed to restore 

motorability on failed portions of the 

highways, improve traffic flow and 

enhance safety for motorists and other 

Culled
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The Kogi State Government has dismissed 

reports that the 38-kilometre Kabba-Olle-Iluke-

Bunu Road is being financed by the World 

Bank, describing the claim as misleading and 

an attempt to distort the facts surrounding the 

project.

The State Commissioner for Education, Hon. 

Wemi Jones, made the clarification while 

speaking with journalists in Lokoja on Monday.

Jones said the road project was being financed 

entirely by the Kogi State Government and had 

no connection with the World Bank.

According to him, World Bank interventions are 

generally programmes involving the Federal 

Government and the international financial 

Kogi Govt Denies World Bank
Funding For Kabba-Olle-Iluke Road

Find Full Story In e Link
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road users.

A t  t he  F i r s t  N ige r 

B r i d g e ,  t h e  t e a m 

inspected emergency 

r e p a i r s  b e i n g 

undertaken by SKECC 

Nigeria Limited. The 

intervent ion,  which 

c o m m e n c e d  o n 

September 7 and is 

scheduled to run until 

September 21, is aimed 

at repairing damaged 

bridge components and 

improving the structure's 

serviceability and safety.

As part of measures to 

facilitate the repairs, 

traffic has temporarily 

been diverted to the 

Second Niger Bridge.

O l i seh  appea led  to 

motorists to exercise 

patience and comply 

with traffic management 

arrangements, assuring 

them that the emergency 

works would be completed within the 

stipulated period.

Preparatory activities at the bridge include 

scarification of the Asaba- and Onitsha-bound 

approach lanes and milling of the existing 

asphalt pavement ahead of the remedial 

works.

The inspection team also visited critical 

sections of the Benin–Asaba Highway, where 

contractors have been directed to intensify 

remedial activities.

At the Summit Junction–River Niger Bridge 

Head section, covering about 11.5 kilometres, 

materials, including hardcore for permanent 

repairs, have begun arriving at the site 

following mobilisation by Hartland Nigeria 

Limited.

The project manager said permanent works 

would commence shortly after the resolution of 

outstanding issues by the contractor's 

management.

Oliseh reiterated the ministry's directive for 

sustained mobilisation and the immediate 

commencement of permanent repairs, 

particularly at severely damaged locations.

institution, implemented through 

grants or loans and, where applicable, 

counterpart funding from beneficiary 

states.

He questioned the basis for linking the 

Kabba-Olle-Iluke-Bunu Road to the 

World Bank or attributing the project 

to the influence of an individual 

outside the state.

The commiss ioner  sa id  some 

individuals had recently attempted to 

mislead the public by changing their 

claims concerning the project after the 

state government advertised the road 

for construction.

He said, “It is unfortunate that in 

recent weeks, some mischief makers, 

out of ignorance or deliberate intent, 

have sought to twist facts and mislead 

the public.

“First, they claimed the road is a World 

Bank project. But following the State 

Government's advertisement, they 

have now changed their narrative, 

claiming that the advertisement was 

hurriedly placed because the same 

individual outside the State was 

planning to have the World Bank 

construct the road.”

Jones stressed that the World Bank 

does not deal with individuals, adding 

that the advertisement for the 

construction of the road was issued by 

the Kogi State Government through 

the Ministry of Works under an open 

and competitive bidding process.

He explained that the project followed 

years of demands by residents of 

Kabba/Bunu for the reconstruction of 

the road.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  t h e  s t a t e 

government began the process about 

12 months ago after receiving 

complaints from residents and 

subsequent ly commissioned a 

comprehensive survey, engineering 

design and technical assessment of 

the road.

“Upon receiving the cry of the people, 

the State Government directed a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s u r v e y  a n d 

engineering design of the road. After 

the technical assessment and 

professional recommendation, the 

State Government decided to go for 

the total reconstruction of the road to 

bring lasting relief to the people,” he 

said.

The commissioner commended 

Governor Ahmed Usman Ododo for 

responding to the longstanding 

demand of residents of Kabba/Bunu, 

saying the project demonstrated the 

administration's commitment to 

imp rov ing  i n f ras t ruc tu re  and 

economic opportunities in the area.

He also urged those behind what he 

described as malicious claims to stop 

politicising the project, stressing that 

the road was designed to improve the 

welfare and economic prospects of 

the people.

“It is better to commend the State 

Government for constructing this road 

rather than playing politics with the 

welfare of our people,” Jones said.

He further expressed confidence in 

the continued support of the people of 

K a b b a / B u n u  f o r  t h e  O d o d o 

administration and its poli t ical 

direction beyond 2027.

Ministry of Works inspecting several road projects in Delta and Edo State

Honourable Wemi Jones 

Works Ministry Inspects Benin-Asaba, Benin-
Sapele-Effurun Roads, First Niger Bridge
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Foreign Transport News

Egypt's Minister of Transport, 

K a m e l  a l - W a z i r ,  h a s 

inspected major rai lway 

maintenance workshops as 

part of efforts to strengthen 

the maintenance, safety and 

operational reliability of the 

country's rail network.

W a z i r  c o n d u c t e d  t h e 

inspect ion on Saturday, 

September 12, 2026, during a 

tour of facilities operated by 

t h e  E g y p t i a n  N a t i o n a l 

Railways, where he reviewed 

locomotive maintenance, 

o v e r h a u l  o p e r a t i o n s , 

technical safety procedures 

and the production of spare 

parts.

During the tour, the minister 

visited locomotive workshops 

capable of preparing about 30 

l o c o m o t i v e s  d a i l y  a n d 

approximately 250 monthly. 

He also inspected facilities 

responsible for servicing 

Talgo, VIP, Spanish and air-

conditioned Russian trains, 

which collectively handle 

about 720 trains each month.

He fur ther inspected 

workshops operated by 

Interplast for the overhaul 

and  ma in tenance  o f 

power cars. The facilities 

reportedly prepare 116 

cars daily.

Egypt Transport Minister Inspects Railway
Workshops, Orders Stricter Safety Checks

At Talgo's maintenance 

facilities, Wazir reviewed 

ongoing operations as 

w e l l  a s  w o r k  o n  a n 

ex tens ion fo r  a  new 

workshop dedicated to 

seven s leeper t ra ins 

contracted from Spanish 

manufacturer Talgo.

The minister also visited 

the Egyptian Company for 

Railway Maintenance and 

Services (ERMA), where 

he examined projects 

involving the maintenance 

and rehabi l i ta t ion of 

locomotives.

According to the report, 41 

EMD locomotives have 

already been completed, 

w h i l e  w o r k  h a s 

commenced on the upgrading 

of 100 Henschel locomotives in 

col laborat ion wi th Uni ted 

States-based PRL. The first five 

locomotives are current ly 

undergoing development.

Wazir also inspected CNC 

boring equipment and locally 

manufactured railway spare 

parts as part of efforts to expand 

technical capabil i t ies and 

improve the availability of 

components needed for railway 

maintenance.

He directed that no train should 

l e a v e  a n y  m a i n t e n a n c e 

workshop until its technical 

condit ion and operat ional 

readiness had been thoroughly 

verified.

The minister emphasised that 

s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  t o 

maintenance standards was 

essential to ensuring safe and 

re l iable ra i lway serv ices, 

particularly as the government 

continues to modernise the 

country's rail infrastructure.
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Peru's railway concessionaire, 

Ferrocarril Transandino, has 

submitted an estimated $800 

million plan to modernise the 

country's southern railway 

network, with the proposal now 

undergoing evaluation by the 

Ministry of  Transport  and 

Communications (MTC).

The proposal, presented during 

a  m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e 

c o n c e s s i o n a i r e  a n d  t h e 

ministry on September 1, 2026, 

covers the Ferrocarril Sur 

Oriente, which connects Cusco 

with Machu Picchu, as well as 

the Ferrocarril Sur linking 

Cusco, Puno and Arequipa.

According to the MTC, the proposed investment 

is aimed at increasing railway capacity, 

improving service conditions and strengthening 

the infrastructure's resilience against natural 

events. The modernisation programme is also 

expected to generate employment during the 

various stages of construction.

Ferrocarril Transandino also proposed a pilot 

intermodal transport scheme involving Peru 

and Bolivia, which would integrate rail and road 

services with a port terminal.

However, the $800 million plan remains at the 

evaluation stage, with the ministry yet to 

disclose how the proposed works would be 

financed, the procurement process that would 

be followed or when construction could begin.

The proposal also comes as the concession 

covering the southern railway network 

approaches the end of its current term.

Peru awarded the Ferrocarril Sur and Sur 

Oriente concession in 1999 for an initial 30-year 

period, with a five-year extension provided for 

under the agreement. The concession is 

currently scheduled to expire in 2034.

The concessionaire has previously submitted 

several requests for additional five-year extensions, 

but none was approved by the Ministry of Transport 

and Communications. Its fifth extension request was 

rejected in 2024.

The concession covers two major railway sections. 

The Ferrocarril Sur stretches 854 kilometres 

between the ports of Matarani and Mollendo and 

cities including Arequipa, Juliaca, Puno and Cusco, 

with 54 stations. The Ferrocarril Sur Oriente extends 

134 kilometres from Cusco to Hidroeléctrica, with a 

branch to Urubamba, and has 11 stations.

The longer Ferrocarril Sur carries almost all of the 

network's freight traffic, while the Sur Oriente line is 

predominantly used by passengers travelling 

towards Machu Picchu.

The proposed investment would represent a major 

expansion compared with investment recognised 

under an earlier mechanism in the concession 

agreement. Ositrán, Peru's transport infrastructure 

regulator, recorded S/213 million, equivalent to 

about $77.8 million, in recognised investment under 

that mechanism.

However, the figure does not represent all 

investment made by Ferrocarril Transandino since 

the concession began. 

Peru Plans $800m Modernisation
Of Southern Railway Network
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General News

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu has 

cal led for  deeper economic 

cooperation between Nigeria and 

BRICS countries, urging the bloc's 

investors to explore opportunities 

in Nigeria and use the country as a 

gateway to Africa's expanding 

market.

Tinubu made the call on Sunday at 

the ongoing 2026 BRICS Summit 

in New Delhi, India, where he was 

represented by Vice President 

Kashim Shettima.

The President said Nigeria was 

well positioned to serve as a major 

entry point into Africa's growing 

market, particularly through the 

opportunities created by the 

African Continental Free Trade 

Area.

He also advocated reforms to 

global governance structures and 

international financial institutions, 

arguing that the institutions must 

become more representative and 

responsive to current economic 

and demographic realities.

“ N i g e r i a  s u p p o r t s  a  m o r e 

representative, equitable and 

responsive global governance 

architecture, including reform of 

the United Nations Securi ty 

Council and the international 

financial system,” Tinubu 

said in a statement issued 

by the Vice President's 

s p o k e s m a n ,  S t a n l e y 

Nkwocha.

According to him, BRICS 

has strengthened the voice 

of developing nations and 

contributed to efforts to 

create a more inclusive 

global system.

Tinubu, however, stressed 

that cooperation between 

Nigeria and BRICS should 

move beyond declarations 

a n d  c o m m i t m e n t s  t o 

concrete projects capable 

of delivering measurable 

economic benefits.

He invited investors from 

BRICS countries to take 

advantage of Nigeria's 

investment opportunities, 

part icular ly in sectors 

c a p a b l e  o f  b o o s t i n g 

production, creating jobs 

and strengthening the 

c o u n t r y ' s  e c o n o m i c 

resilience.

The President said his 

administration's Renewed 

Hope Agenda was focused 

on improving economic 

s tab i l i t y,  d i ve rs i f y i ng 

production, increasing 

productivity, developing 

infrastructure and human 

c a p i t a l ,  a t t r a c t i n g 

investment and promoting 

private-sector growth.

H e  i d e n t i fi e d  t r a d e , 

agriculture, food security, 

energy, infrastructure, 

manufacturing, healthcare 

and critical minerals as 

areas where Nigeria sought 

stronger partnerships with 

BRICS countries.

Human rights lawyer, Femi 

Falana, SAN, has urged 

the Federal Government 

t o  m o v e  b e y o n d 

diplomatic condemnations 

and pursue legal action 

against South Africa over 

the alleged killings and 

human r ights abuses 

involving Nigerians in the 

country.

F a l a n a  m a d e  t h e  c a l l 

following the reported killing 

of a Nigerian cleric, Bishop 

Michael Taiwo Fakunle, who 

was allegedly shot dead at 

h i s  r e s i d e n c e  i n 

J o h a n n e s b u r g  o n 

September 4, 2026.

According to the lawyer, Fakunle 

had reportedly received threats 

b e f o r e  h e  w a s  k i l l e d  b y 

unidentified gunmen.

Falana also raised concerns over 

the reported death of another 

Nigerian, James Uchechukwu 

Nwankwo, who allegedly died 

shortly after being interrogated by 

officers of the South African Police 

Service, barely 24 hours after 

Fakunle's death.

Citing comments attributed to 

Nigeria's High Commissioner to 

South Africa, Femi Fani-Kayode, 

Falana said the two incidents had 

increased the number of Nigerians 

allegedly killed in South Africa in 

2026 to eight.

He said four of the reported deaths 

were allegedly linked to South 

African security personnel.

Falana further claimed that more 

than 100 Nigerians had been 

killed in South Africa between 

2022 and 2026, with over 30 of 

the deaths allegedly involving 

officers of the South African 

Police Service and the South 

African Defence Force.

He expressed concern that 

despite repeated complaints and 

diplomatic interventions by the 

Nigerian authorit ies, those 

responsible for the alleged 

killings had not been arrested, 

prosecuted or brought to justice.

F a l a n a  s a i d  t h e  F e d e r a l 

Government had a constitutional 

and international human rights 

obligation to protect Nigerian 

c i t i zens and seek jus t ice 

whenever their rights were 

violated, including when such 

violations occurred outside the 

country.

Falana Urges FG To Take South Africa To African Court

Femi Falana
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T h e  N i g e r i a n s  i n  D i a s p o r a 

Commission (NiDCOM) has defended 

its handling of the cases of Nigerians 

detained at a deportation centre in 

New Delhi, India, amid criticism over 

the  a l leged de lay  in  secur ing 

assistance for the affected persons.

The commission said the Indian 

authorities had previously granted 

amnesty to some of the Nigerians 

detained at the Lampur detention 

centre, but that some of the affected 

persons failed to take advantage of the 

opportuni ty  to regular ise thei r 

immigration status.

NiDCOM's position followed concerns 

raised by journalist and Arise TV co-

host, Rufai Oseni, over the plight of a 

detainee identified as Ekene and more 

than 200 other Nigerians reportedly 

being held at the facility.

Oseni had earlier brought Ekene's 

c a s e  t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  a n d 

subsequently contacted NiDCOM 

after its Chairman/Chief Executive 

Officer, Abike Dabiri-Erewa, directed 

him to channel the matter through the 

commission.

According to Oseni, he sent an email to 

NiDCOM about a week ago containing 

Ekene's contact details. He, however, 

alleged that although the commission 

initially acknowledged receipt of the 

message, neither NiDCOM nor the 

Nigerian diplomatic mission in India 

had contacted the detainee.

“I spoke to Ekene this evening and he 

confirmed no one reached out,” Oseni 

stated in a post on his X handle on 

Saturday, while appealing to the 

commission to intervene in the matter.

The development has triggered 

renewed concerns over the welfare of 

Nigerians facing immigration-related 

detention and possible deportation in 

India, with critics questioning the 

speed of intervention by Nigerian 

authorities.

N i D C O M ,  h o w e v e r ,  s a i d  t h e 

circumstances surrounding the 

detention should be considered 

alongside steps already taken by the 

Indian authorities.

NiDCOM
Defends
Handling Of
Nigerians
Detained In
India
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The National Agency for Food and 

Drug Administration and Control 

(NAFDAC) has raised an alert over 

the circulation of a suspected 

counterfeit toothpaste being sold in 

Nigeria under the guise of the 

registered ORACARE+ Toothpaste.

The agency identified the suspected 

counterfeit product as ORACIRE+ 

Toothpaste, warning consumers that 

its packaging closely resembles that 

of the genuine ORACARE+ product.

NAFDAC said the alert followed a 

formal complaint  and market 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e 

widespread distribution of the 

NAFDAC Alerts Nigerians To Suspected
Counterfeit ORACARE Toothpaste

Average Nigerian Can Survive On N3,000 Daily - Reno Omokri
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suspected counterfeit toothpaste in 

the country.

According to the agency, its officials, 

during market surveil lance at 

Ojuwoye Market in Mushin, Lagos, 

d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  s u s p e c t e d 

counterfeit product, which was 

found to have a similar packaging 

design and general appearance to 

t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  O R A C A R E + 

Toothpaste.

The regulatory agency expressed 

concern that the close resemblance 

could make it difficult for consumers 

to differentiate the suspected 

counterfeit product from the genuine 

toothpaste.

NAFDAC warned that counterfeit 

personal care products may not 

comply with established quality and 

safety requirements and could 

therefore expose consumers to 

potential health risks.

I t  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n , 

composition, safety and quality of 

t h e  s u s p e c t e d  O R A C I R E + 

Toothpaste had not been verified.

Following the discovery, NAFDAC 

said it had commenced surveillance 

activities to determine the extent of 

the product 's avai labi l i ty and 

distribution across the country.

The agency added that all its zonal 

directors and state coordinators had 

been directed to investigate the 

presence and distribution of the 

suspected counterfeit toothpaste 

within their respective jurisdictions 

and take appropriate regulatory 

measures.

NAFDAC also urged members of the 

public, as well as healthcare 

providers, to remain vigilant and 

report any suspected sale or 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  O R A C I R E + 

Toothpaste.

The agency advised that reports 

could be made through the nearest 

NAFDAC office or via the designated 

telephone and email channels 

provided by the regulator.

Nigeria's Ambassador-designate to 

Mexico, Reno Omokri, has said the 

average Nigerian can survive on 

about N3,000 per day, stressing that 

poverty should be assessed within the 

economic realities of individual 

countries.

Omokri made the statement on 

Sunday while appearing on Sunday 

Politics, a television programme 

where he discussed the rising cost of 

l i v i ng  and  the  app l i ca t i on  o f 

international poverty benchmarks to 

Nigeria.

He said he had personally visited 

markets alongside a journalist, 

without security personnel, to assess 

the prices of basic food items and 

determine how much Nigerians 

needed daily for subsistence.

According to him, the exercise 

involved checking the prices of 

commodities including yam, rice, 

maize and fruits.

Omokri said the findings from his 

assessment indicated that N3,000 

could provide enough for an individual 

to survive for a day in Nigeria, 

although the same amount would not 

be sufficient in countries such as the 

United States.

“I went there with one journalist, no 

security, and I stopped along the way, 

and I priced goods. I priced yam, I 

priced rice, I priced maize, I priced 

fruits. In Nigeria, people can live on 

that amount in a day.

“But in the United States, if you try to 

live on that amount in a day, it is 

poverty. So, you have to context, 

again, context matters,” he said.

The ambassador-designate also 

addressed the use of international 

poverty thresholds by organisations 

such as the World Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund.

Omokri explained that global poverty 

benchmarks were designed to 
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