NRC Opens National Rail Network
To Private Train Operators

The Nigerian Rallway Corporation
(NRC) has commenced the process
of opening its national rall network
to private train operators to increase
investment, improve service delivery

SAHCO Secures Air Algérie Ground
Handling Contract For Lagos, Abuja Airports

Skyway Aviation Handling Lagos, and the Nnamdi Arikiwe
Company (SAHCO) has secured International Airport, Abuja.
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FEC Approves N594.49bn Road
Projects, Nigeria Seeks AfDB
Funding For Lagos-Abidjan Highway

By GTe-News Desk, Abuja

The Federal Executive Council
(FEC) has approved N594.49
~ e dln 5 | F e g S e
Covernment said it wat seckine
funding from the African
Development Bank (ADA) for
the Lagos-Abidjan Highway,
a major regional project aimed
at improving connectivity
and boosting trade between
Nigeria and other West African
countries.

Briefin State House
E P rﬂlﬂﬁumlh el
over by President Bola Tinnbu

| at the Presidentinl Villa, Abuja,

the Mindster of Warks, David
Umahi, said the council

approved the awarid of contracts
jor, severa| road projects,
S he Wanpu-Mom Vancurt
Fepressway (Sectlon (1), ©

Suleja-Minna Road (Phase 1)

and the rehabilitation of the
Abuja

Kaduna - Paria-Kana
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According to him, the Lagos-
Abidjan Highway forms part
of the Trans-West African
Casastal Haghway, & continental

wntislive sesigned 1o cnhanc
the movement of ﬁmnh nll&

scople, suppert economis
svalnmment anid srpsnathen
regional integration.
Umahi said discussions
with the AfDB were st an
advanced stage, with the bank
expected to provide funding
for key sections of the project.

Construction work in progress on a federal highway project in Nigeria, on Wednesday.

Four Dead, 13 Critically Injured In Truck-Bus

Collision On Epe Bridge

By Sodiq Omotoso, Lagos

Four people have been
Culili sl uq.r_-l.l. Wil L"!I
H*lrlilF '\IHFI“‘H‘“ ﬂ?..;‘.l'
Lﬂ:‘;i‘: ‘.;\ﬂllﬂi:::'ll:lm
track ard a commercial bus
on the Epe Bridge along the
Lagos-Ibadan Expressway
on Wednesday morming

The Lagm State Traffic ‘
Management Authority
(LASTMA) said the accident
occurred at about 820 am.,,
svolving a 40-foot contaimer
truck and a fully loaded
commercial bus heading |
towards Lagos.

According 1o LASTMA,
preliminary investigations
indicated that the truck
allegedly lost control while
crossing the beidpe. ramming
inte the bug, resulting in
multipbe casnaltics.

“Four people were
confirmed dead on the spot,
while 13 others sustained
vanous degrees of injuties
and have been taken to
the Lagos State University
Teaching | (LASUTH)
for treatment.™ 1 ASTM A
_lipﬂknprrlnn, Adebayo

sohq, wid in a statement

He udded that emergency
responders, including
LASTMA officials, the

Fealeral Rosd Salety Ciorpm
(FRSC), the Lagos State
Fmereency Manasprment
Agency (LASEMA) and
police officers. were
deployed 1o the wene 1o
rescue victima, clear the §

L] .
--lhln.ln.-“lh LT "L rll-lli-

trallic (low
Taclly said the accident
“HHH’ --*I‘-;-H-H‘ 1¢.-ITII.-
L akinan il I.lll'_l..l.n {HI
nmm;ﬂi;iﬂ Wele
heime remoeed
He urprl mitorisis o

sifhere 1 s
rasmre thelr sehicles sre

madworthy s prevent
similar incudenis

PR M

himels mined |

ﬁtmﬂhﬂ“ﬂhﬂﬂihnﬁu
o Epe fridgs, Lagos, om Weshnesday

He added that the federal
government remains comumitied
to developing 4 modern and
ethicient road network 10
SAPPUTL saLsal uﬂn'-glyq:m
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The minister also said the
approved projects include
new construction, rehabilitation
and expansion works in several

states, with a fru:r on reducing
bW i 1.1.1.-'.. |y ll‘i'-‘.i i i

salviy and suppreociing ¢conoens
i

FEC Approves N594.49bn Road Projects, Nigeria Secks AIDB Funding For Lagos-Abidjan Highway
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Transpoﬂﬂrinn News

By Chidi Ugwu, Lagos

Four people, including o
commercial bus driver, have
dicd, while 1N passenpers
sustained cnitical injuries in a
fatal collision mvolving  track
and a fully loaded commercial
bus on Alaro City Brdge,
mwward T-Junction, Epe.
Lagos State.

The Lagos State Trallic
Managememt Authority
(LASTMA), which confirmed
the incidemt in o statement,
said the crash ocowrred when
the truck ammed into the
commercial bus while both
vehicles were navigating the
single-lane bridge.

The impact reporiedly left
several victims trapped in the
wreckage of the two vehicles,
necessItMing an cmergency
rescue operabion by traffic

whitle the truck driver sustamned
severe imjuries, including the
irnumatic severance of both
legs, which became trapped
in the mangled wreckage

Following the collision,
LASTMA operatives, in
collaboration with personned
of the Federal Road Salety
Corps (FR5L), coardinaicd
rescue efforts and evacuated
the bodies of the decensed
to the mortuary

The Lagos State Ambulance
Service (LASAMBLU'S) also
responded romplly,
conveying the fa critically
injured passengers o the
nearest medhical facility foe
urgent treatiment.

Security personne] from the
Epe Police Division provided
scourity support throughout
the rescue operation, helping

Reacting to the Im.tdcm

LASTMA Gencraul Ma
{Hllel-..m Bakurc- -l’.'l'
expressed condolences 1o li'n:
farmulies of the deceased and
described the loss of lives as
deeply distressing

Ilc also sympathised with
the bercaved families and
wished the injured victims
a specdy and complete
recovery.

Bakare-Oki called on
maetorists (0 exercise greater
caution and demonstirate
responsible driving,

articularly when approaching
ridges, nvmow camiageways
and other road sections where
lkmted space increases the risk
ol serwous collisons,

He emphasised the need
for stnct compliance with
traffic regulations, including
prescribed speed Linits and

Four Dead, 13 Critically Injured In Truck-Bus
Collision On Epe Bridge

LASTMA Mﬂﬁrwnﬂwm'ﬁrmnf-ﬁr
truck-bus collision on Fpe Bridpre in Lagos, on Wednesday.

driving could result in
devastating conseguences,
Mcanwhile, LASTMA
personnel deployed 1o the
afTected cormdor implemented
traflic management measunes

u:qd:;m through collaboration
relevant secunity agencics
and emergency management
Organisalions

L urged motorists 1o avoid
dangerous driving MANGCuY res

management and other | 1o cnsure the safety of safc following distances, o case congesthon chused by and exervise maximum
CMETEENCY TEsponse agencies. | emergency responders and warning that reckless | oo and restore normal caution on bridges and other
'h.,i:nrdmg o LASTMA. the | the orderly management of v cl'm.,ul.u |ruw|:,-m|:nt constricted roadways, stressing
four victima died at the scene. | the accident scene. Whior anishy it that a moment of neglipence
. .
Dockworkers Threaten Nationwide | High Fares Drive Commuters Away
. . y g I
Wage Negotiations By Uche Nworu, Lagon
By Kimgsley Benneth, Lagos Acconding o Aghoola, the Tt v beder s ol m&lﬁiﬁﬁ?n?r:fﬂﬁ;:;;

aperators of terrmmals s
peilies covered by the NI
agrecmen! of delaying
discussions on the review of
wiorkers mates, (nsesting that
noegotiations musl hegin
woithont lunher delay

In & mave o prevenl o
possibrbe shuabdown. Aghoola
called on the Federal
Lioovernmenl! 1o inlervene
thrimagh the Nigeran Martiine
Addrmimastration and Safety
Apency (NIMASA),

b urped the igeomcy o conuee
that the affected terminal
lll_‘l']ﬂli.ll"l cOommonge
ncpotiatiom belore the chome
of work this week, wurmng
that failure 1w do so could
leave the union with lintle
room o provent induntrial

previous NJIC agreement
expired ot the end of May
2026, with reviscd rates
have onpecied 1o lake eflect lrom
June 1, 2016, However,
negotialions on a now
sgreement have yel 1o
CONTHEETICE
He mammtmined (tha
ook workers dhould already be
bepeliting from the revised
rales, siressing thal (he
contenucdd Tmibure of terminal
operators o begin discussaons
had heighened tensions
Ay worken
r\,[ql‘ln'll.l wprned) Uhat ioridews
the operators reapond o the
wrion s demands, pon actrvitees
natiome ide could be desupacd
next week, with potential
conseguences for maritime

passenper patronage, blaming
rining Tuel prces, -lu:rnnmﬁ
operabonal cosis and g
fares Tor forcing oemimusters
o abandon walerwavs in
favour of cheaper road and
rail aliermatives

The operstorns warmed tha
the situation was threalenmy
the survival of water trasspon
husinewees, with soeme servioes
becomanig inactive and others
operating less frequently
due to rechices) demand

Data from the National
Burcau ol Statistics (NBS)
Transpoart Fare Wailch
showed thal waterway
passenger farcs increased by
10,88 per cond yoar-on-vear,
with the average fare rising

Dockworkers under the
Maritime Workens' Union of
Nigeria (MWLUN)
threatened 10 shut down pon
operutions scross the country
mend week over the failure of
terminal operabors o comimonos
negotiations on a new Natonal
Joinn Inchustrial Council (NJIC)
agrecinenl.

The workers expressed
growing frosmration over wli
they described as persistent
delavs by lerminal operators
in negotinting revised
employment rales, warning
that the sitpsthon could rngger
an industrial orisis i Nigena's
maritme sectonr (f urgent uu-r

S

are nodl taken o resoly

f—l-l'lh-i' n-ﬂrm Jorry ar a jesty o Lagon.

Lvworetan cited the Cias.
Morelon cited e Ohall.
Hudagry route os un crample,

svuder dinclosed that
Habigry sl | sepeoal Aghars
rowibes hawd becorne Larpely
o the Froling o dar
arvas. He said regular boa

wrvkrs fmen Liverpool o

ct;plmnlﬁ's st crmimorem
comld tavel by itain Yroun
CrS o Dfcoans.

dispute, operations and cange-hamilling | acten froms N1.739.33 s May 2025 NMS 1o baike 2 for about | Badagry had heen suspesded
Prosiden l.]lll'-ﬂ!ll.'.r*!.'i.“llkm acimvilios, Tl threalemcd shiidiown o N2L276 4R in May 20056 N1 00D and pordd approsandy for about 10 il

Hranch of MWUN, Comrade He explained that the branch) | puses concerms over a pusalble The Secerciary of the NIJAKG om I owmonling The operatoes calied on the

Bolaj Agbools, disclosed this | o dere ip had continued isruptaon 1o pon operations Association of Tourist Hoat In fantra: hewald o governmcid 0 introduce

submidies W cuslien the
irpact of rinimg fuel costs,
redus e pussenger Lres and
L= R E e COMmimEi crs e
PELREIT) By v i e v

cnjaging workers b prevent
an escalanon of the dispule
bt admaiicdd that sustaming
calm wan boowrmng ey

i Mcub s frassraton mousied

Tiirkiye Read "To Slgn Maritime
Boundary Agreement With Egypt

Ry Ouar Correspondent

trip frown OV o Flasdagry
cam weepe ! XT Hod, making
road and vaid tansporialson

significoelly checpe: e ooh
sigmtlicantly daraapet ety

IMION Urges FG To Implement
Maritime Treaties, Reforms

By Atabor Julivs, |agos M s homaed 1t IMBON

Qperators and Water
Transporters of Nigeria
IATBOWATON), Lagos
Chapter, Avomakon Aworctan,
sandd the despadity v Lares hod

scroa Nigenia, particulnrly
il e doageemenl between
dockworkers and terminal
opreralons fesalns uniesobvad

m Lagos on “rt.!:t*.r.h} noling
Fw unlon's leadershy was
turjnrqt il increasingly dilhoui
o comtain workers” agitation
over the prolonged delay.

inaritinse soctor okl e

: - e o vigboehdh o

Torkive has expressed | Ankars, where spokegsersin | rights and interests in the he Internathinad Masltime | impoct of lis policies an port | Mo ETU\l :
readinness W srEn an agreeoend Zeki Akuirk reaffinned the | eustein Mediterenscan in bstitte of Nigerss (IMION; | securiey, operationul cfficiency. | suppotied five-year pon
wilth Egypt on ihe dchimitathon | country’s commitment to | Scoordance with internations has wrged the Federal | dpitalmation snd regulatory  ransonmaten plas o improve
,.1 maritime boundarjes, | protecting  its  maritime law, while contbwting o Carvernment 1o mese boyomd  compliance rather than the o logmines, srengthen rade

reghonal peace and stabiliny

ha muruslry iduo m:ln..nrm'r
Libya's recent ui proval of
B maritime delimitation
momorandum signed with
more than Turkive i 2019 anrsnced
thiat Turtksh amd Egyprian
naval forces woild participate
i the Sea of FPriendship
encrome m Abcwandria from
Alosornlser d 1o @

corndors and reduce
trnrsactam comds The instigate
s abwo oo by speey aliacd
wiorkshops on maritime
socurity aid ghobal trmde,
while aligning s training
comsrsrs il the latest STUW
wigndards o prepore Nigerian
seafarers for cmerging
mdisiry demanids

ratifving iosermascnal matitene
reathes anad ensure ihewr
effeciive Implemeniating
acrous the coumbry ‘s ports,
enariime dioriuees g mnboned
e

The MMrecthse-Lutameral of
IMICIN, Hear Admiboal
Thasdlibevin | bl (pead L waind
“igeria's progress i the
Pdurarhmis wectoe should b

intaresis in the easiern

Moditerrancan

An agreement between
Turkiye and Egypt could
grant Exym
15000 square kilometres
of sdditimmaa maritime
;mhdu Licen nfirrrr_utrr.l woall
] rur-lrn.hnl. Apreemeni w ik
Cireece, the ministry sald

of agroenents sigred
Ldbolia asidd tramalating

pohicses mio practical sction
was es<ennial o umdockimg
e ccormmrie e ls of the
i atsireg immiustn

He discriasad that IMINON
pralbcies o practioe | actme
wan enscniud o unlogking
ihe conmormes benclits of the

saying o podential deal could
wffer Cairo grealer maritime
Juarisadiction thas an arrnpesien)
with Carecoe

The Turkish Defence
Ministry disc losed thix on
Wadine slay, Oxctuber 2K, during
s weckly presa briefing in

Ankura. where -Tlmr ST
'\.rﬂ'ul"- L2 11" .r- l.II--“Illull

Four Dead, 13 Critically Injured In Truck-Bus Collision On Epe Bridge
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Four Killed, Six Injured As Container Truck
Overturns On Lagos Bridge

By Sodig Omotoso, Lagos

Four people have been
confirmed dead, while six
others sustained critical
iujulil:l i an ;h;-..iduul

LR RN R L e L L k] i ll-“
tl'm'r overtrened on o bridee
in Lagos on 'Wnlncﬂinv
mOrning.

The incident occurred

at about 8:15 am. on the sustained serious injuries and adjoining routes, with
L w “_“'”."'“"fh" L inward and were immediately motoristis stranded for
| S ol 0 e I--lil-uﬂl-" r“lht"l L) lhﬂ' Lﬂﬂ'ﬂi Et“tt ‘E‘IETH-! IHII.II"I-

cormdor, causing scvere
traffic congestion that
lasted for several hours,

According to the Lagos
State Trallic Management
Authority (LASTMA), the
truck, which was conveying
a 40-foot container, lost
control while descending
the bridge and collided
with a commercial bus
and two private vehicles
before overturning

The General Manager of
LASTMA, Mr. Dialekan
Bakare-Oki, said preliminary
inveshigations indicated
that e [aillure may have
contributed to the accident

“A total of four persons
were confirmed dead at
the scene, while six others

University Teaching Hospital
(LASUTH) for treatment,”
he saild

He added that emergency
responders, ncluding
LASTMA officers, the Lagos
State Ambulance Service
(LASAMBUS), the Federal
Road Safety Corps (FRSC')
and police operatives, were
deploved 10 the scene 1o
evacuaie the victims and

“Our men worked with
other agencies (o ensure
A quick response, clear
the obstructed lanes and
restore traffic flow,™
Bakare-Oki stated.

Ihe accident led 1o a
major traffic grndlock on
the Third Mainland Rridge

Hy 11:30 am., the
strunded container and
damaged vehicles had been
evacuated, and tralfic flow
was gradually restored

The lLagus State Police
Command confirmed the
incident, ‘Iyin: an inves-
tigation had been opened
lo determuine the exact
cause of the crash

The bodies of the deceased
lut'r: been l.il:'.lnmltd at the

LASTMA and ather rmerpracy reipowders af the soene of the comianet Irech aorsdend

remove the wreckuge

owe the Third Mindand Bridpe, Lagoe, on Wedmesday
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Nigerian Refineries Receive 127 Million
Barrels Of Crude In Nine Months — NUPRC

I _._'n.-"!|

Reps Approve N100.51bn Reimbursement
To Yobe For Damaturu Cargo Airport

By Chidi Ugwu, Abujas According to the report, By Kingsley Benneth, Abuja

Nigeria®s refineries received :T’ :Lr'_.;_:"} ::?ﬂ:h:‘::rﬂgt The House of mves | Aecoroing to the lowmzkers, Lawmakers stressed
a total of 127 million barrels E ! = bl has a wird the reumibsarsetmens ;.1. T T A T T | that the progect would
kr supported higher domestic : ‘f Re Fedesal proges

of crude oil in the fhirst nine

of NI10D. 51 billion to the |

ilflvh “ll--l

PR e dmrE p

LW S

create employment

production of reflined

"!"-"“h" U'r. 2026, the Nigerian petroleum products and Yobe State Government fof | 1o enmnar criti=al scinbian opporiumics, mprove
L;i""“‘““" 'I“-'“‘-":*'f-'f "*-'i-'-_“"“ur} reduced the cuounlry s the construction of the | infrastructure and promede logatics for buewnesaes and
Commission (NUFPRC) has d-:!Fl:mh'ncq: un mports Damaturu Cargo Asrport - economie development contribule 1o the overall
l.lhrq.'luﬁcd. : TS CUlBIAsUN i--ul.n.J The approval followed the | across the country development of Yobe
The commission ?ild: the el dsan illquiiihu v st :d"l““m aof a motion al They noled thalt 1he M‘l.mjqumnm
figure represented a significant vl ciude _aliccativus Was plenary on Wednesday, | nnrrqﬂ;?mn of the Damatury | commmmities
increase compared 1o the ::..:;:lq.."f:.: ::u -u......."..u which was moved by the | Cargo Airport would enhance They fusther directed

corresponding period in 2025
and refleccied the improving
performance ol domestiic
refinerics.

sk g ) i .
Al mA e —— o st 1) ¢ Chairman of the House

11- o ol l-l-.-l- - iﬁﬁ-ll-ll-ll-ltl r"“mm"'l_.'_lc O A‘lﬂ-{i“ﬂ'.

et |

Hon. Nnolim Nnaaj, after

air connectivity in the |
North-East, facilitate the
movement of agiiculural |

the relevant agencies o

enwure iransparency and
accountbility in the -

-l bW == =

1‘1 -n-.-r-l-r.nﬂl-—l Fa) rl'l'-l'r"l.l"!

In its latest monthly report h;ul been intensified to the consideration of a | produce and other goods, | plementation of the progect,
on crude oll and condensate epanre conaistent '",“:"'} report presented by the and boost trade and | m Line with extant laws
roduction for September of crude to local refineries commitice | investment in the region, ard regulations,
Q 26. the NUPRC sald the ;““ 1"‘5:;”: ’lhl:”:'rl.':'_l-":ti;l*: The house directed the The House also urged The approval s expected
i 2 "' 7 million barrels were 1I'H.. :I::'.I:El.! d:m;'ﬂﬂ‘u ltlﬂ!nil:u Federal Misustry of Finance | the Federal Ministry of | w cnable the stale govern
supplied to the Dangote The NUPRC sanid it would to release Ihi.:.' approved | Aviation and Aerospace | menl lo recover funds
Petroleum Refinery, the LunLue LU oo i u-l.h: amount to Yobe State | Ill-rwlnpmm_'lt o ensurs expended on the FI'H'F'H
Nigerian National Petroleum supply t.rulu.i,dituu-q wn b o within the 2026 fiscal year the airport is completed | and support the completion
Company (NNPFC) refineries T g Th 1 a1 and operationalised within | und effective operation of
in Port Harcourt, Warri \ I]",:::‘.ﬁ: :'_, .[,'.','h _'“,.‘,':t ,f',:..ﬂ_dfl.:i ] the agreed timefrime. | the cargo anport
and Kadunaon, and modular E“I*I-"""'-

FEC Approves $45.8m Biosecuriiy Upgrade_
For Five International Airports

By Uar Correspondent

The Federal Executive
Council (FEC) has approved
$45.8 mullion for the upgrade
of hosecurity infrastructure
o five international asrports
across the country

SAHCO Secures Air Algérie Ground
Handling Contract Forl.agos,AbujaAlrmrts

its intermatinal airports, | agencies at the airporis By Uche Nwosu, Lagos
i line with ghobal oy ation Keyamo added that the
safery and bealth standards. | upgrade woukd also suppon
“The approval covers | sale imernational travel,
the upgrade of pessenger | facilitate trade and protect
--Ii:-ln—-ﬂv -, s, | |'|IJIJIH. health,
iaboratones, surveillance The mumister sald the
systems and other oritgal | funding, swhich s part ol

Skvway Aviatson Handli
Company (SAHCO) Plc has
secured a ground handling
contract with Algeria’s
national carner, Aar .iigrne.
for ity operations al the

A EFT ARd. i Tl .---,.-J-Hh_ln.u.-u s
\SA8E SAEARRERORRSRECRRBARERN e

Th: L‘.n.i-“lfr ':'r Ah‘i.‘.htm . a1 i-‘l_ I‘.'HII'-I-II 'l-ﬁ_ﬂ- iliNwa

: . mwsecurdy slrustruciure | the government's broader natioanl Ao 12 and

r‘-‘tm“?ph: Im*wmﬂ':i s the Murtals Mulwnumed | efforts to modernise the Nrnmdi' Axikiwe Inter.
estus Keyvamo, disclose International Airport, | aviation inlrastrecture, national Alrport, Abuja

this while briefing State Lagos, Noaiidi Azikiwe | wili be lpiciucuied in The agrecmend was dinchned

House correspondents after
the FEC meeting presided
over by President Hola
Tinubu at the Presidential
Villa, Abuja, on Wednesday
Keyamo sand the progaect
i mimed at strenglhening
the country's capacity to
preven! and respond to
public health threats al

im a statement by SAHCO
on Wednesday, which said
the contract would cover
passenper handling, baggape
SEMVICCA, Tamp ﬂpﬂ'ﬁlﬂi.’lﬂl,
cargo handling and other
ground support services
for Air Algeric's Mights
in Migena.

|I|1-l.-ti h+ l-.llJli-llLl'l-ll b el
- S A smalls Tanidies T

ARl D it i L, A, I
Pediing, Pl rhaEpcums il adiel
i-IIHE;H ﬂllh'l"n v h-l.' “IHHI
According to hun, the
propect wall endunce Nigeria's
il witdi Midaet bl |
Healili Heguisimns (inkKy, |
iiiprose early dulecliam ui
diseases and strenglhen
oo chirnalins anwongg ey
apencles at the alrpoms. |

Four Killed, Six Injured

My sgue I'-nrl" al wmld P,

R e i'h'f"T"f"l. L
A errgrts Kool feass live el B
1FAANY and ivther selevant
ke hohbery

e msanired that the project
would be delivered in
acoondance with ostaddinhed
procarement procedures
and international bhest
practices

HH‘HMM‘IMM-‘-"%“
o ahe Viawrtaly Vieharimed Jntermaneosa irpet Lagas

AR sl the contraci

further slirengihens Tk
asnibimpn A% W u.-l.hn.
ground handlin fi service
provider in Africe and

The comparny added tha
i remains comamiiled o
providing sabe, efhcwent and
ot b i) dusndin
sErvices o its clients an
supparting the merh of

air trmnsport im Nigeria

reflects the confidence of
jinlcrnational silincs 0
the compamy ‘s operational
siandards

As Container Truck Overturns On Lagos Bridge

amid merwvide
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By Chidi Ugwu, Abuja

Presidential aides have
outlined ongoing road
construction rchabilitation
projects across Nigeria's six
geapolitical zones, urging
Nigerians (o support the
mfrastructure development
agenda ol President Bola
Tinubu's administration
ahead of the 2027 general
elections

The aides made this known
during a media briefing at the
Presidential Villa, Abuja,
where they highlighied
projects designed 10 improve
connectivity, boosl economic
activities, create emplovment
opportumities and address
longstanding nfrastructure
deficils across the country.

The officials, who serve as
Senbor Special Assistants to

Tinubu’s Aides
Across Six Geopo

the President on Community
Engagement, are Abiodun
Essiet, Abdullahi Tanko
Yakonssali, Abdulhameed
Abba, Gift Johnbull, Barnster
Chioma Nweze and Moremi
COjudu

In the North-Central, Esaiet
highlighted the Abuga—lokoja
Road and about 1. 200 ongoing
Ern_in:u. including a 78-

tlometre road in Kogi State.

In the North-West, Yakassai
dentified the Abuja-Kaduna
Romd, Kano-Kaduna Road,
Sokoto- Badagry Superhighway
and the Kaduna—Kano railway
phl*uvl-

For the North-East, Abba
outhined the Akwanga- Bauchi-
Gombe-Biv-Maiduguri
Superhighway, while in the
South-5outh, Johnhull
highlighted the Fast-West

Highway and Benin-Agbor
Road

In the South-East, Nweze
highlighted the Enugu-Omnitsha
Road and Enugu-Port
Harceourt Road, and in the
South-West, Djudu identified
the Apapa-Oworonshoki-
Oyota—COshodi Expressway,
Lagos-ibadan Expressway
and Lapos-Calabar Coastal
Highway

The aides maintained that
road infrastructure remains
central to the administration’s
development agenda, arguing
that sustained investment
would strengthen trade.
improve mobility and support
long-term econoamic growth,

They called on Nigerians to
support the President's
infrastructure agenda as the
country prepares for the 2027

Highlight Road Projects
Egléal Zones

FEC Approves N594.49bn Road Projects,
Nigeria Seeks AfDB Funding For Lagos-

general elections.

Seek Road Concessioning,

Reﬁtroducﬁon Of Tollgates On

Abidjan Highway Federal Highways

By Kingslev Benneth, Abuja

The Federal Hasculive
Council (FEC) has approved
cipght road s valued al
N594.49 billion across
Nigeria, while the Federal
Government is pursuing
limancing from the Afncan
Development Bank (AMDA)
for the country’s section of
the proposed 1 02E-klometre
Lagos - Abidjun highway,

Minister of Works, Senator
Dave Umahi, disclosed this
on Wednesday while briefing
State Howse correspondents
after the FEC meeting.

He sabd Nigeria and four
other countries would meet
on Friday to discuss
financing arrangements for
the reglonal highway, which
will cover 79 Kilometres
from Tincan lsland in Lagos

10 the Seme border

Among the approved
prajects is the 18-kilommetre
Amaseri Hoad in Enugu
iN20.25Thn). the third

hase of the Umuahia-

nde- Afikpo Rooad in Abia
(N1L330n), the 95-Kilometre
E2K-Oicey-Ampa-Lopa Road
in Kogi (N160bn) and the
Bl |-kilometre Ado-Ekiti-
lan-llumohba-lkole Road
in Ekits (N209bn1).

(nhbhers include the 17-
kilometre Sokoto-ella Road
(NZR 2160 ), a J-kilometre
Adamaws-Taraba link road
iN62bn), the 47-kilometre
Bichi Ring Road in Kano
iINE9 . 2bn) and the cight-
kilometre Dikko-Maje %in'u
road (N 14 4%60bn ).

The coundtl also cormadercd

remedial works on sections
o the East-Wesdl Roaid and
commended the President
over the completion ol Lot
One of the Abuja-Kaduna-
Lana highway,

Umahi added thmt the
entire 175-kilometre Abugn-
Kaduno-Zana- Kano corridor
woull be r:!jmprlrd ]j:!:lh
sirlar- eil sirectlights,
ak-u.:n[nng it as the loengest
route In the country o
benefit from the progrsnme.

The approvals and the
prigEaed lpancmnp discunsaom
undercore the Federal
Ciomprmment's comematiment
ta expanding transport
infratructire and enhancing
regponal connectivily,

By Sodiq Omotoso, Abuja

'he House of Representatives
has urged the Federal Ministry
of Works to develop a
framewark for concessioning
eligible federal roads to private
investors and reintroducing
tollgates on selected highways
to ensure sustainable Tunding
and maintenance.

The resolution followed the
adoption of & motion sponsored
by Esosa lvawe, Olusola
Fatoba, Abdulmaleck Danga
and Uche Okonkwo, who
highlighted the deteriorating
condition of federal roads.

The House also directed
its Commitees on Public
Asseots, Works and Finance
o engage relevant agencies
on the proposed framework
and monitor its implementation,

NRC

Opens National Rail Network

AbdulRazaq

To Private Train Operators

By Uche Nwosu, Lagos

The MNigerian Kaillway
I'nrpnt;lmr‘l INMRCY has
srvibed parivade companics to
operute pesenper and reight
scrvices acroms ifs 4 00N-
kilometre rall neiwork
under a irack-access
MTAIeTenE

Managing Director, [r
Kayode Owpeila, said
aperators would provide
thesr own Jocomotives anid
wagons while paying leex
o access the tracks

He saiil the NRC was ni
lenger intorosied in being
the sale operator, noting
that the model would
maximise exinting
infrastrocture and stiract
Prrvaty it a o

| the wle aperator, mﬂ:rﬁ

that 1he model wou
| maximisceexisting

gl msiriic Yore afis] aftrect
‘ privale inveslmenl.

Upreida criend the |agos

State Covernment and ihe
| China ( ivil Engincering
Comeruction Corpawation
at carly participants, with
the kafter wecurieg 4 throe-
venr licence 1o operale
treeghl services

He abas desc kel s 1
tiv rohalubitale the |agos
Bano nan-unage raewas,
expand o Nguru amsd
Kamirs Namosda, and grow
the network w0000
| kilometres by 228 and

20,000 Eilewrctres in Use

long term.

He also disclosed, 1o
o rehabhiitate the Lagos—
b aarmow gatage raiwan,
r\!'umil 0 Ngura el
Raurs Namocla, and grow
ihe network o [0 IHE)
kKilometies by 2038 amd
20,000 kilometres i the
bong lerm

Proposed new standanl-
gasipge links to Apapa, Tin
Can Island and Lekki Doep
Sea Port are expected o
irmgwove freight menvement
andd virengthen the courstry's
bransponrt system

Moving the motion, lyawe
sabd several federal roads
have deteriorated due to
neglect and  inadegquate
maintenance funding, leading
to accidents, high transport
costs and cconomic losses

He particularly cited the
Benin-Lagos, Benin-Asaba,
Henin-Warn and Bemin-Olkene
routes in Edo State

The lawmakers argued
that concessioning through
Public-Private Partnerships
could attract private capital,
reduce the financial burden
on government and improve
rond management,

They stressed that any
tolling arrangement must he
transparent, affordable and
techoologically efficent, with
enforceahng servive standards

Flags Off Construction

Of 31km Rural Roads In Kwara

By Atabor Jubius, Dorin

hwarn Steie Governor,
AbdulRahman Abdulitazag,
has Paggynd off they connstrtum
of teo rural roads covering
a commbined 3 kiknetres
in Horin East Local
Lrovernment Arca

The projects comprise
the 2l-kilometre Lanwa
Dke i Road and the
1 0-kilometre (e Ose—Mava
Ihe Apo-Laphki Roud

Speaking at the
groundbresking ceremony
o Wienbnewlioy, the governor
sasd the rosds would improne
connactivily, ease Lrusepor
H'I-I.’ hh‘l‘l FCINMEHTIN SETrVEes
im rurad coemanumitios

He sonl the Larmen4 ey
Road, awarded 1w Theeem
Plus Integrated Enterprine
Lisniten], womibil be gormiruted
to a wihth of 7.3 melrea,
ashding that the projecta
tefllect his admizsitation's
commitment o improving
resadent” wellare

AbdulRuzag noted thal
the rmoasds would emhance
access (o markets, suppar
agriculture and strengthen
CLCOHNNTIRE II.FI.L.*I."I- I't‘.“-"l.'rli
LTI .

He assured resadents that
the government would
continue o errves] in maral
infrastructure 1o drive
developmen! across the
stale.

Fogping ol the conamction of rurnl romdy in fhem
Fast. K wars Mok, oo Walnreudin

Tinubu’s Aides Highlight Road Projects Across Six Geopolitical Zones
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 Benue Must Unite For Greater Political Role - Showunmi

By Chidi Ugwu, Makurdi

The Alternative Movement
has urged political leaders in
Benue State to close ranks,
resolve their differences and
unite ahead of the 2027 |
general elections, saying the
state must position itself to
play a greater role in Nigena's
political future

The convener of the
movement, (Munba Showunmi,
made the call at a town hall
meeting in Makurdi on
Wednesday, themed “Bridging
the Divide, Building Trust
Mrough Shared Purpose.”

Showunmi warned that
political rivalries must not
overshadow the urgent need
to tackle insecurity, youth
unemployment and other |
challenges confronting the
slale

He urped leaders 1o place the

i collective interest of Benue

above personal ambitions and
partisan differences,

On security, Showunmi said
he Federal Government had
reorganised h couniry’s
security architecture and
establshed military formations
in the region to strengthen
protection for residents. He
urged the people to remain
hopeful, noting that the
challenges facing Benue had
spttracted wider national nad
international attention

Showunmi stressed that
external interventions must be
maiched with collective efforts

| v political leaders, families

and community stakeholders
0 restore peace, improve
security and sdhvance the state's
political fortunes

He also urged residents
to assess the performance
of the current administration
Against previous govermments,
citing roads that had remained
unattended for vears but were
now receiving attention.

Sumilarly, the state coordinator
of the movement, Adal Edwin
Adai, called on Governor
Hyvacinth Alia, the Secretary
to the Government of the
Federation, Senalor George
Akume, and other political
lenders 1o embrace dinlogue
and reconcile their differences
in the interest of peace and a
successiul 2027 election.

He urged political actors to
strengthen democracy by
maintaining peace despite their
differences and ensuring that
governance translated into  Comener of the Alternative Movernent, Ofunba Showssemi, speaking af a town
tangible benefits for the people.  hall meeting in Makindi on Wednesda:

I

By Atabor Julius, Abuja

A stafl member of the Federal
Capital Development Authority
(FUDA), Kinsley Esclebor, has
been sentenced o 25 years’
imprisonment for defrauding
a land buver in Abujn t'hmu:.:h
the use of forped documents
and obtaining money under
false pretences

Justice A.O. Musa of the
Federal Capital Territory High
Court, Abuja. delivered the
judgment on Wednesday afler
finding Eselebor guilty on all
five counts brought against
him Hy the EFCC,

The court imposed seven
yvears™ imprisonment on each
of the first three counts and

EFCC: Court Jails FCDA Official
25 Years for Land Fraud

two yvears on each ol the
The

LOTTENeTS ore 1o orun « -n-i."l.ll'l'l‘.'ﬂﬂfh',

remaining wo counts

without an option of fine.

Lselcbor, who worked in the
FCDA's Department of Urban
and Regional Planning, was

FEC Approves $45.8m Biosecuri
Upgrade For Five International Airports

By Our Correspondent, Abuja

The Federal Exccutive Council
{FEC) has approved a $45.8 mullion
osecunty and disease- response
prrofeet for five mogor mtermational
airparts in Nigeria to strengthen
the country”s capacity o detect,

He <aid the project would be
mnplemented through a 2-yeasr
Public-Privale Parinership
arrangement, with modern
facilities, portable laboratories
and data-sharing svstems to

prosecuted over money he
collected from Moses Osinachi
for two plots of land at Kubwa
District Central Annex, Abuja

The fraud came to light
when Osinacly attempled
to take possession of the
roperties and dissovered that
2selebor had no valid title to
transfer to him

Reacting 1o the judgment,
EFCC counsel, Jushua Salkli,
sald the conviction should
serve as a warnin, 1o those
who exploit land transactions

prevent and respond 10 infectious
discase threats

The Minister of Health and
Socwal Wellare, Prol Mubammad
All Pate, disclosed this while
briefing journalists after the
commcil meeting at the State House

The arports 10 benefit are
Murtala Mubammed bnt'l Airpont
|Lagos), Nonamdi Axikiwe Int’l
Airport ( Abuga), Mallam Aminu
Kano [nt'] Akrpont (Kano), Ak
Ihdam Int'! Adrport { Enugu) and
PFort Harcournt Int'l Airport
iCmagwa )

improve surveillance and
response 8t Nigena s entry pomts

Pate noted that the initiative
wis mformed by lessons from
the COVID-19 pandemic and P
would enhance coordination :
among agenches such as the
NUDC, Castoms, lmmagraton
and NAFDAC

The project is expected to
strengthen dsease survesllince,
inprove infes-agency oollaboracion
and enhance Nigens s propurednes : '
for paitlie heallh comempe e Corouanyd harwdirg eperanm o the Murtuie

Musduzmenand Itermuationss! Arpevt, [agen.

By Uche Nwosu, Lagos

Boat operators in Lagos have
raised concerns over declining
passenger patronage, blaming
rising fuel prices, increasing
operational costs and high
fares for forcing cosmormters
lo abandon waterways in
favour of cheaper road and
rail alternatives

Data from the NBS Trunsport
Fare Watch showed that waterway

assenger fares increased
r:} W)L.8K per cent year-on-year,
with the average fare rising
froo N1L,739.32 in May 2028
o M2.276..8 in May 2026

The Secretary of ATBOWATON
Lagos Chapter, Ayomikun
Aworctan, said a boat trip from

High Fares Drive Commuters Away
From Lagos Water Transport

CMS to Badagry now cosis
about N7.000, compared with
about N3, 000 w oad and rail,
making water transport less
commpelitive

He noted that while some
commuters still rely on
waterways to avoid traffic,
patronage has dropped
significantly, with services
on the Liverpool-Badagry
and Liverpool-Agbara routes
Largely inactive

Operators called on the
povernment to introduce
subsidies to reduce fuel
costs, lower fares and
encourages commulers 1o
return (o walerways (o
sustain the se and
protect jobs

Benue Must Unite For Greater Polifical Role -

Tiirkiye Ready To Sign Maritime
Boundary Agreement With Egypt
| |

By Owur Correspondent

Tlrkive has expressed resdiness
to sign an agreement with Egypl
on the delimitation of maritime
boundarics, saying a potential deal
could gramt Egvpt more than
15,000 spuare kilometres of
additional maritime jurisdiction
compered with a deal with Greece,

The Turkish Defence Ministry
made the dischosure on Wednesday
during ‘ts weekly press briefing
in Ankara, where spokespersor
Zekl Akwirk reafMirmed Tirkive's
commitment 1o protecting its
maritime interests in the castern
Mediterranean

The ministry also welcomed
Libyva = approval of a memomandum
of understanding signed with
Turkivein 20 9 and announced
participate in the Sea of Friendship
military exercise in Aleanafis

Terkish and Fypoan maval veowls durmg o jont evercte

in the Medserranean.

Showunmi
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'IMION Urges FG To Implement Maritime Treaties, Reforms

By Our Correspondent, Lagos

The International Maritime
Institute of Nigeria (IMION)
has urged the Federal
Government te move beyond
ratifying international
maritime treaties and ensure
their effective implementation
across the country's ports,
maritime domain and inland

Walerways, unlock the cconomic benefits was conducting specialised
The Director-General ol of the maritim: industry workshops on maritime
IMION, Rear Admiral The IMION boas disclosed security amd global trade,

Thaddeus Udolia (nd), made
the call while responding to

the theme of ‘he 2026 Enlgr:mmwi and technical standiands 1o prepare Nigerian
International Maritime nova ledge-sharing networks seaflarers for emerging
Organisation (IMO) World with international partners industry demands.

Mantime Day, “From Policy
to Practice: Powering
Maritime Excellence.”
Udofia said Nigeria's
progress in the maritime

sector should be measured by
the practical impact of its
policies on port security,
operational elficiency,
digitalisation and regulatory
compliance rather than the
number of agreements signed.

He emphasised that
translating policies into
action was essential 1o

that the institute had
estabdished strategic training

o promote global best
practices,

He alsn revealed a [ive-
year port transformalion
plan o improve port logistics,

strengthen trade corridors
and reduce transacthon costs.

On fisheries, he said the
institute had sdvocated a
data-dniven, five-pillar plan
o revitalise the sector
through scientific assessment,
miodern cage-culture systems
nnd satellite-based nlanning.

Udolia added that IMION

and had aligned its training
courses with the latest STCW

He realfirmed the institute’'s
commitment 1o evidence-
based rescarch and stronger
techmical capacity 10 ensure
that government policies

A mﬁwrmiﬂnrﬁm{mhu Terminal in Lagos.,

Atiku Demands Daily Video Proof
Of Tinubu’s Umrah Trip, Questions
France Destination

By Chidi Ugwu, Abuja

Former Vice President
Atiku Abubakar has demanded
daily, date-stamped photographs
and videos of Presadent Bola
Tinubu performing the rites of
Umrah in Makkah, questioning
the Iransparency of the
President’'s announced
pillgrimage,

In o statement on Wednesday
by FPhrank Shaibu, Director of
Strategic Communication ol
the ANDC Presidentinl Campaien
Council, Atiku alleged that
credible intelligence suggested
that France, rather than Saudi
Arabia, might be the Precident's
actual destination.

He urged the Presidency to
discinse the complete itinerary
and clarify the purpose of the

NRC Opens National Rail Network
To Private Train Operators

By Uche Nwosu, Lagos

The Nigerian Railway
Corporation (NRC) has
mviled privile companies o
operate pasconger i [reaght
train services ACToss |ls
apperonckriadely 4 000k ilomette
rail network under a track-
ACCTRR ArTAangrment

Managing Director, [
Koyode Cipeifa, wnd interested
companies would provide
thelr own locomnt Ives, Wagnns
and expuipaent while paving
fees 0 access the tracks

He said the NRC was no
longer interested in being the
wole operator. noting that the
model would atrract privale
investment and maximise

Delta TUC Hails Oborevwori, Names

Governor ‘Ukodo the Pace Setter’
Over 13th-Month Salary

By Atabor Julius, Asaba l

The Trade Tmion Congress
of Nigeria (TUC), Delta Stale
Council, has conferred the
title of “Ukodo the Pace
Setter” on Governor Shenfl
Oborevwort in recognition ol
his mdminestration™s decision
to institutionalise the payment
of 13" smonih salary to public

trip. including vresidoec’s he dth
or & reported S20 billicon | 2an
requesian w ndriing a Fened
business partner.

Atika sauc Nigerians deserve
verifiable evidence of the
*resident’s presence in Makkah
and & transparent accounl of
his datly engagements,

He said he and other Nigerians
would join Tinubu in praving servants in the state. b
for the peace, stability and Ir a statement, the TLK
progress of the country but -.Il_'n. I-F:Hul the l.nlﬂ.ﬂa.'.'q: s a
cautioned against invoking the significant boost (o workers

: - . relfare, particularly amid
name of Almighty Allah in vain ek - g
The former Vice President PIOVAIHING SOOROMIG CRienges

’ ; . i | '
maintained that & presidential According to the union

the decision 1o give the : :
trip presented as a mission for additional salary a legal such ns renifire etrine ! mea to
the country was a matter of

backing demonstrates the slale governments.

i . ¥ ’ LB . s ey nd i
'n_L_lhln: mierest, siressing tha! i!u\‘t:rnmr:l:l'! recognition of The alrpa & need foconc
Nigerians were entitled to know

servnurnm tailu Cago I bub
. hih to the growth and development for the Norent, Emsin, Gelitate
how the trip was being funded of Delta State.

: ity the movemen! of aghiccoanio
The TUC noted that workers produce and suppremtiilery.

Reps_ Approve ¥100.51bn Reimbursement
To Yobe For Damaturu Cargo Airport

By Kingsley Benneth, Abuja

The Homve of Representatives
has approved a M100.51bn
pomssory nole programne
o reimburse the Yobe State
Caovernment Tor the construct ion
of the Muhammadu Buhari
Intermational Cargo Airport a r—

in Damauwu . s Mu l.

Dwlta State Governer, Sheriffl Oborevwori.

invesimen! and maximise
ex isling infrasirecture

{ipeifa ced the Lapos State
government and the China
vyl I.Iigmrr!i S e ROLRIL]
Corporaen as caampies of
operators aiready perticpating
n the model

He added that the NRL plans
o rehabilate the Lagos-Kano
narrow.-gawige railway and
expangd the network to 10,000
kilomeires by 2025, with a

bong-term targ et of 20,000
[T e ey

The pune is Alodwdd to
improve fregghl movemend
reduce pressare on roads ana
strengihen Noced S logsng
well-ermute lighing Lekki
Dheep Sez Port theos: b [eba-
kilometres

The corporation also
proge nere] ew s tan land-gauge
conneclions o seaports,
including ¢ uemior « Lo Apupa
andd Tin Can bsland port- as
well as 2 route linking ek
Doer Sag Feame 1a hipdon,

The chatrman of the liouse §= b
Comumi Tee on Alds, Loans and
Debt Management, Abubakar
“alaraha, disclosed this an
Wednesday after & review of
the Federal Government's
request o settle the financinl
liablilly arising from {is
deisinn s Lake over the Lacilily

He sald the commitlee
Famdvuerted Aoes diliFenre
including an inspacthon of the
airpori, and confirmed thal
e ety 1Y, comatruction
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' Scam: Court Jails FCDA Official 25 Years for Land Fraud

By Chidi Ugwu, Abuja

Justice A.O. Musa of the
Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) High Court, Abuja, has
convicted and sentenced a
stafl member of the Federal
Capital Development
Authorty (FCDA), Kinsley
Eselebor, to 2S5yecars’
imprisonment for obtaming
money under false pretences
and using forged documents
to defraud a land buyer

The judge delivered the
judgment on Wednesday,
October 28, 2026, aflter
finding Eselebor guilty on
all five counts charges
brought agamnst him by the
Economic and Financial
Crnmes Commussion ( EFCC),

The court sentenced the
convict 1o seven years
imprisonment ¢ach on counts
one, two and three, and two
vears ¢cach on counts lour
and five, with all sentences to
run concurrently and withow
an option of fine

Eselebor, an employee of
the FCDA™s Department of
Urban and Regional
Planning, was prosccuted
over money he collected from
Moses Osinachi for two plots
ol land at Kubwa [District
Central Annex, Abuja. The
properties, identified as Plots
383 and 424, were presented
to the petiioner as genuine,
despite Eselebor’s lack of
title to sell them

Evidence before the court
showed that the petittoncr

and the convier were
neighbours and worshipped
im the same Church, a
relationship that reporedly
strengthened Osinachi’s
confidence in the transaction.
Eselebor used two
conveyance documents
bearing the names Yusuf
Lawan and Adegoke
Asiwaju to convince the
petitioner that the propertics
were goannine. After
receiving payments from
Osinachi's company,
Moscow International

Services Limited, he
reporiedly failed o deliver
the propérties or refund the
money when confronted
Reacting to the judgment,
the EFUU s counsel, Joshua
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Savdi, described It as a
deterrent o land racketeering

Atiku Demands Daily Video Proof
of Tinubu’s Umrah Trip, Questions

NCCC Receives Cybersecurity Awards,

France Destination

By Kingsley Henneth, Abuja

Former Vice President
Atiku Abubakar has
demanded daily, date-
stamped Phulngmplh and
videos of President Bola
Tinubu performing the rites
of Umrah in Makkah,
questioning the transparency
of the President's announced
pilgrimage and alleging
that France, rather than
Saudi Arabia, might be the
actual destination

He called on the Presidency
1o disclose the President’s
complete itinerary and
clarifly the purpose of the
trip, including whether it is
connected to his health and
a reported 320 billion loan
request involving a French
business partner

Atiku saltd Nigerians
have the right to verifiable
evidence of the President’s
presence in Makkash and a
transparent account of his daily

Appreciates Tinubu, Ribadu

By Our Correspondent, Abuja

The National Cybensecuniy
Conndimation Centre (INCUC),
Office of the Natsonal Socurty
Advisey ((NSA L has cxpreiacd
appreciation following its
recogmiton at the Intermational
( ybherecurnty Conference

NI, organmed by the Natonad

Information  Technology
Devedopment Agency (NTTDA)

The Centre pecevved the Bewt
Cyhersecunity lonovation
Award, while in National

Coordinator, Ahmad Sa'ad
Abubabar, received the

his vosion of 4 secpre ad
pin vison of & secun
Flmtﬂﬁd‘wﬂu.lﬂ
0 Vot Socuray Adw ke
N at e icmiy Amum
Matlam Moo Rikade for
his win feglc ledddn (w
Rl WLk u:!u LesEezlnir
Abuhaiz dexcribed the
awards 8 1 collective
a hevenent and plodged
whwvimn I ¢ o v
v s am tha revDussung
e of Arnbeial ineilloence
LAbL arengthes mational

f engagements, stressing that

representing the nation on
such a trip is o matter of
public interest

Cyvbersecurity Loader of the  crber resiioncr and enhance
Year and Lifetsrme Achivermest  collaboration with relevant
m Cvhersccunny awands apencios and intermatsonal

In a stalcment on Thorsday,  partnen

In a statement won
Wednesday by his media
aide, "hrank Shaibu, Atiku
sald credible inteiligence

’ ¥ ' -y oy
suggests that Tinubu could n:!nl;ul';:!bn:lutm:hlc'E:;:::::ﬁ-::: NCLL expressed gratitoce ' ' \
make only a brief apparrence \ raised and provide the to President Hola Timubu for NCTUC National Coordinator,
in Makkah necessary evidence to allay his. vision of a secure and Ahmad Sa ‘ad Abubakar.

to France public concerns.

High Fares Drive Commuters Away | Tiirkiye Ready To Sign Maritime
From Lagos Water Transport Boundary Agreement With Egypt

Secretan \ il the | “'J 11“'-".1‘"‘“-‘
Associantion of Tourist Boat Tirkive has expressed .
Operators and Water resdiness 1o sign an agrecment
Transporters of Nigeria with Egypt on the delimitation
(ATBOWATON), Lagos of maritime bounduaries, the
Chapler, Ayomikun Aworctan, Turkish Defence Ministry said
said a boal trip from CMS 10 on Wednesday, (October 28
Badagry now costs about Spokesperson Leki Aktdrk
N7.000, compared with disclosed that a deal could
ahout MO by roued wnd gramt Egvpt more than | 5,000
less competitive square kKilometres of additional
Operators called on the martime jurisdhction cogmpared
government to introduce with an arrangement with

t' B i
subsidies, reduce operating ”;'fl‘.‘l'll siry also announced
costs and improve S ey g

: that Turkish and Egyptian
. : » to make q
infrastructace ¢ nake naval forces will participate

water transport more

i labl d atirac in the Sea of Frinedship
et Mo S ki military exercise in Alvcanthig
o commuliers .

By Uche Nwosu, Lagos The

Boal operators in Lagos
have rmsed concerns over
declining passenger
patronage. blaming rising
fuel prices, increasing
operational costs and high
fares for forcing commuters
to abandon waterways in
favour of cheaper road and
ratl alternatives.,

Data from the National
Bureau of Statisties (NBS)
showed that waterway
passenger fares increased
by 30.B8 per cent year-on-
vear, from N1.739.32 in
May 2025 1o N2,276.48 in
May 2026

Scam: Court Jails FCDA Official 25 Years for Land Fraud ..
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2027: Makinde, Adekanmbi Harp On
Importance Of Prayer

**+Donate N5m At Ori Oke Ona Iwa Mimo C&S Church Worldwide, Ighoho

By Atabor Julius, Ighoho

The presidential candidate of
the Allied People’s Movement
(APND) and Oyo State Govennor,
"Seyi Mukinde and the party's
governorship candidate in Oyo
State, Hon Bimbo Adek anmbi,
have stressed the importance of
pravers ahead of the 2027
peneral elections

The duo made this statement
on Wednesday, during the 8Kth
Annual Hely Pilgrimage
Programme of the Ona lwa

() Global GTE 8

Alhay Sarafasdeen Yusuff Alam
Alwajud, called on Nigerians
ancd ressdents of the stale o
remain firm towarnds electing
poxnd leaders across board in
the forthcoming elechions. the church.

They announced the donation They urged Nigerians to
of NS mulbon o the church and = seek divine guidance in
felicitated the members and all | choosing leaders who would
pilgrims on the annual | promote unity, peace and
PIORTAmme development across  the

Hon Alwaped also announced |~ country,
the donation of NSOO,000 in the Fhe programme was
name of the APM House of attended by stakeholders,
\ Representatives candidate in | leaders ol the party, clergy
Mimo Cherubim and Scrapham Ihiplrdcml constituency, Hon  members and local govermment
Church Worldwide, held at the | Johy Abiodun Oni appointees, who prayed for a
i Oke Igbala, lgboho At the programme, the | peaceful and successful 2027

Governor Makinde and Hon | gyecutive Chairman  of pencral election.
Adﬁh"f”r"h"'wm' spoke through UDorelope Local Government, Speakers albo emphasised
the Special Assistant (o the Howa Jacob Ogundiran, the ihe need Tor continued
{overnor on I“-'I‘IH l'.l|-|.1-1ur.r-,|1“u. APM MHouse of Assembls fpmmunﬂ'} ‘“F[mrt and |,[|"||t:1,
Oorelope Federal Constituency, | candidate for Ourelope Local | '0 achieve good governance
undl sustainable development

W]EN,_ KPMG Move To Track Women | Police Confirm Pastor’s Arrest Over
Inclusion In Energy Industry Alleged Defilement Of Minor Choristers

Government, Hon Jimoh Adisa
Olabisi (JAD), and the partyv's
Chairmanship Candidale,
Moses Alao, Jﬂ congratuluted
the kadership and members ol

(v Stute Governor, "Sevi Makinde (left) and Hon. Bimndes Adedanmnid

during the 88th Annual Holy Pllgrirmage Programeee o Ori (e [phasla,
Ipbohn, on Wedmesdoy.

By Uche Nwosu, Lagos

The Women in Energy
Network (WIEN) and KPMG

Industry Awards and establish
thireciories Tor qualified female
board candidates and women-
saned businosses.

in parsied
Awd Lauma

In Bayelsa

By Chidi Ugwu, Yenagoa

The l4-year-old victim
reportedly reported the incident

Advisory Services have WIEN Preside - MHirelils, ta- - oy . T _ -
/ ] nt, Mrs Fvono he Bavelsa State Police | her. lice offic

ollabarated to track women' : - - loed that . : anfirans {0 her Tather, a potice officer,
:rn:.:hmmn m,"'“‘ '...:I avla’s ”"" Fatai-Williams, said the paloed ﬂ- Command has confirmed the leading to the suspect’s arrest
g -Ft ith initiative would provide the the vpatper, arrest of . 50-year-old Pastor, last Saturdas
‘I“:fhf“ _;mu;-:r :“ “:; t“I evidence necded to inform of repealed Ambros Mark, over alleged The Chairperson of FIDA
ﬁr::;:;l:nlrh II':-!; .Il::. ':';':"'\1‘ policy decisions and track jnvolvenied. defilement of two underaged Baviles Stss T Bomia -[-““}‘:
cquity and inclusion "' | Rfogress in advancing gender jvolvement | Biris, who are members of & | nichei, snd the founder of Do

) diversity - church choir - :

I be initiative is aimed ot . : . . ot pnewe, The ¢ Ay { _ Foundation, Dr. Dise Ogbise
establishing a standard for S :.:IJ b hﬂ?" of RPMG, j OnRr £ 00( command's .f-rﬂ.r:hru:'rmn. Goddy Harry cliﬂflfmcﬁ the
measuring pende € Associate Director, Chukwuemeke : Musa Mohammed, said the iyl SRS :

asuring gender representation : pind thal ! . £ incidemt and condemned the
and ummlhmmg accounstiallity lgahari, said the partnership P suspoct has confessed tothe crime | Ly ey oy
(or inclusive werkplace practices would ensure that women's behind Aight and the case is being investigated ﬁ”* - d i A e

contributions to the energy for proper prosecution "SR B RGN
in an industry long regarded as y rgy lo neonbge POT prose the case, urging & thorough

male-dominated
Under the partnership, WIEN

industry receive pgrealer
recognition and support
WIEN disclosed 1hat the

ro peolinec
dolobts, m-

The two minors are between |3
and 14 vears old. The clwrch 1=
identified as Point of Redemption

investigation and prosecution.
I stressed that no religious tithe

II:.';:::-'ILLIL'I-:]:::L “Hilr:lkf:ulrmlij:f: |r1”|.u=1_|,;_1| I]lul HC"LI’"“-'"‘-. Mﬂ“m"m“ (-h"-n.'h lnlffnﬂ[l“"ﬂl. ll.'ll'-'llfd IIL-'“‘ri' -Iﬂ:r“nl'.' above ““: 1““
due l.h“ﬂﬂ'lﬂ'l" for .“'II:' WIEN Report would be unveilled atl s -ml;ﬁ!['.l!\ L behind Amarata in \rﬂ'ﬂ.'lglm and called for ithe I.TIHI.I:E'“'“

gala

night scheduled for

hlind, Lagos

November 11 at the

According 1o residents, the
pastor was accused of repeated

dignity and confidentiality of the
affected children

By Kingsley llenneth, Abuja

A coalition of APC support
groups hax asked the party’s
national leadership to withhold
the nomination ol Tovin Okoro
LZachaius for Ekiti South
Federal Constituency | over
allegations of misconduct,
conflict of interest and possible
chigihility concerns.

In 2 statement signed by its
National Secretary, Chidiebere
Osurd i, the group warned that
allox ng the candidate 10
contest the January 16, 2027
election without resolving the
allegations could expose the
party to litigation and the
possible loss of the seatl

Ihe conlintion ciled claims
of a past conviction abroad
continued role as a legisiative

Coalition Demands Probe Before APC
Submits Ekiti Candidate To INEC

aide while sech ing elective office
and OVEr 'menit coniracis
awarded to hns private company
A% Issues requiring urgent
investigation
I called on the AP o
substitute the candidaie, urging
the ICPC 1o expedite its
mveshigalion

The group said it had
carlicr petitioned anti-
corruption agencies and the
DSS, and appealed to Ekiti
South residents to remain calm
while the issues are examined

Zachaius has not responded
to the allegations, which
remain unverilied and subject
to investigation by the relevant
authorities

By Atabor Julius, Abuja

Traditional rulers [rom
communities hosting the Oba
Hills National Park in Osun
State have called on the Federal
Giovernment and the National
Park Service 1o prioritise
emplovment, infrastructure
dt“l.l:'lllrlln'll:r'll and community
participation in the management
of The park

The Olu of Akinleve, Oba
Naliu Ablodun Taofeek, made
the appeal during a visit 1o the
Conservator-General of the
National Park Service in
Abuja, urging the government
to clearly demarncate the park’s
boundarics and prevent disputes
over farming and mining

Oba Hills Communities Seek Jobs,
Development As Traditional Rulers
Back National Park

A verw of the (B Fislls Neatsowsnd Prark i Ehvain Shate,

He commended the park
authorities for engaging the
communities and requesied
emplovment opportunities,
a local park oflice, and continued
development support

The traditional rulers pledged

itheir suppori lor consgrvalinn
and peac: Tl cossistience

2027: Makinde, Adekanmbi Harp On Importance Of Prayer ..
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